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Welcome



Presented by



YOKOSO and welcome to the 20th Japanese Film Festival! Premium Partners



Major Partners



Cultural Partners



Government Partners



This year we’re excited to bring you the best of 2016’s uplifting, tear-jerking, heart-warming, creepy, and inspiring Japanese cinema. JFF presents Japan’s freshest films in drama, anime, comedy, thriller, romance, and documentary. The JFF is presented by The Japan Foundation, Sydney, and tours major Australian cities and regional centres. Thank you to our amazing volunteers, sponsors, and fans for sharing in 20 years of wonderful Japanese cinema! We hope you enjoy this year’s JFF Japanese Film Festival team



Consulate-General of Japan in Melbourne Consulate-General of Japan in Sydney



Venue Partners



@japanesefilmfest @japanfilmfest #jffau2016 japanesefilmfestival.net



Media Partners



Local Partners



Images by Victor Caringal



OPENING FILM After the Storm



海よりもまだ深く



Sometimes it takes an act of nature to bring a family together.



Director: Hirokazu Kore-eda 2016 • 117mins



SLICE OF LIFE



Recommended for 12+



Nominated Un Certain Regard, Cannes Film Festival 2016



Rudolf the Black Cat ルドルフと イッパイアッテナ Director: Kunihiko Yuyama, Motonori Sakakibara 2016 • 90mins All ages



CHIBI MARUKO CHAN -A Boy from Italy映画ちびまるこちゃん イタリアから来た少年 Director: Jun Takagi 2015 • 94mins All ages



© 2016 “Rudolf the Black Cat” Film Partners



© 2016 FUJI TELEVISION NETWORK BANDAI VISUAL AOI Pro. Inc. GAGA



Ryota is a deadbeat father who scrapes by thanks to his job at a private detective agency. What little he earns is squandered on his gambling addiction, leaving him with next to nothing for child support. The only light in his life is his son. One day, a typhoon leaves the broken-up family stranded in their grandmother’s house, giving them a chance at reconciliation.



A playful 3D animation about the secret lives of cats!



Buongiorno Maruko!



Ever wondered what your cat gets up to when you’re not around? Naïve stay-at-home cat Rudolf has always longed to roam the streets of his little neighbourhood. His thirst for adventure finds him lost miles away in the big city. With help from a street cat known as Gottalot, Rudolf quickly discovers that he has a lot to learn about the world.



Chibi Maruko-chan and friends are back on the big screen in this adorable anime, perfect for the whole family! Six foreign students have come to visit the town of Shimizu for a homestay program. Brand new adventures await Maruko and her friends as they spend a memorable summer of crosscultural exchange.



ANIME



© 2015 Sakura Production/Fuji Television Network/Nippon Animation/Toho /Hakuhodo DY Media Partners/Yomiko/FNS27 All rights reserved.



Films



SIX FOUR: Part 1 SIX FOUR: Part 2



64 ロクヨン 前編 64 ロクヨン 後編



Crime leaves its mark on more than just the victims



Director: Takahisa Zeze 2016 • 121mins & 119mins



Assassination Classroom –Graduation– 暗殺教室-卒業編Director: Eiichiro Hasumi 2016 • 118mins Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult.



Our favourite alien teacher is back, doubly quick and mischievous as ever Class 3-E is back in school, and so is their favourite teacher Koro-sensei! The students continue to train extra hard as assassins, discovering skills they didn’t know they had. Surprising revelations about Koro-sensei’s origins also surface, stirring mixed feelings amongst the students. The teacher and students must remain united to face a new threat heading their way!



ACTION & SUSPENSE



TERRAFORMARS テラフォーマーズ Director: Takashi Miike 2016 • 109mins Strictly 18+



They didn’t expect cockroaches on Mars to evolve this quickly... In an attempt to deal with Earth’s overpopulation, cockroaches are sent to Mars as part of an ambitious plan to terraform the red planet. When a band of human exterminators arrive on the planet 500 years later, they discover that the cockroaches they came to kill have evolved into brutal, humanoid killing machines. With their ship grounded, the group must battle their way across the planet in order to survive.



© YU SASUGA, KENICHI TACHIBANA/SHUEISHA © 2016 ”TERRAFORMARS”



©2016 Fuji Television Network, Shueisha, J Storm, Toho, Robot © Yusei Matsui / Shueisha



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



© 2016 64 Film Production Committee



A kidnapping-murder case from 1989, or Showa 64 in the Japanese calendar, resurfaces right before its Statute of Limitations runs out. Former detective Mikami discovers several anomalies with the original investigation but lacks the authority to openly pursue the case. Caught in the middle of internal politicking within the police force, he must find other ways to pry out answers. However, just when he thought he’s cracked the case, a new kidnapping case emerges. The circumstances are exactly the same—right down to the perpetrator’s name and demands.



ゴジラ



Godzilla



Director: Ishiro Honda 1954 • 97mins



Experience the menace of the original Godzilla in cinemas!



Sanada Ten Braves



秘密 THE TOP SECRET



真田十勇士



Director: Keishi Otomo 2016 • 149mins



Director: Yukihiko Tsutsumi 2016 • 135mins



Strictly 18+



Strictly 18+



Rewinding the deepest, darkest memories to seek the truth



Behind every legendary samurai are ten misfit mercenaries



Memory Reproduction Imaging, a controversial technique pioneered by the mysterious Ninth Department of Forensic Science, extracts the memories of murder victims to solve complex homicides. The department is turned on its head when the memories of a murderer recently given the death penalty reveal he was in fact innocent – leaving the true killer still at large.



It is the Sengoku period and the Toyotomi clan of Osaka continue to resist the Tokugawa Shogunate. To prepare for an impending attack, the Toyotomi summon the lion-hearted general, Yukimura Sanada. But Sanada has a secret: his legendary battles are all planned and executed by a band of misfit warriors dubbed the Ten Braves. Can Sanada’s hired mercenaries win him the Siege of Osaka and alter the course of history?



ACTION & SUSPENSE



© 1954 Toho Co., Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



The Top Secret: Murder in Mind



© 2016 “Sanada Ten Braves” Film Partners



© 2016 “The Top Secret: Murder in Mind” Film Partners



Recommended for 12+



The government sends palaeontologist Yamane to Odo Island after a monstrous force wreaks havoc. What they believed at first to be an ancient sea creature is actually a terrifying abomination: a prehistoric animal that has evolved due to nuclear radiation – and it’s headed for Tokyo! The original Godzilla is a thrilling cult phenomenon which should not to be missed, screening for one night only in Sydney and Melbourne.



HK／変態仮面 アブノーマル・ クライシス



超高速！ 参勤交代 リターンズ



Sing My Life あやしい彼女



残穢－住んではいけない部屋－



Director: Yuichi Fukuda 2016 • 118mins



Director: Katsuhide Motoki 2016 • 110mins



Director: Nobuo Mizuta 2016 • 125mins



Director: Yoshihiro Nakamura 2016 • 107mins



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult.



Recommended for ages 12+



All ages



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult.



Panty-masked superhero Hentai Kamen returns in this hilarious superhero parody



A samurai tale packed with action, laughter and heroic shenanigans



Grandma turns 20… again?



Do you know what dark spirits lurk beneath your home?



In the Edo era, it was mandatory for feudal lords to perform expensive procession marches to the capital. Country simpletons Lord Naito and his samurai just managed to scrape by for their ritual visit—literally sprinting for 5 days to the capital. On the journey back, they learn that rebels ravaged their villages. The men must hike up their kimonos again and run home! But an old enemy, treacherous Lord Nobutoki, reappears to make sure they lose more than just farmland...



COMEDY



If you had a second chance at life, would you live it the same way? Eccentric 73-year old grandmother Katsu has spent her entire life tirelessly looking after her family. On a whim, she wanders into a magical portrait studio and transforms into her 20-year old self. With her newfound energy and freedom, she joins her grandson’s rock band and fulfils her singing dreams.



The Inerasable



One night, university student Kubo hears odd sweeping noises over the tatami of her new apartment. Troubled, she writes to a renowned horror novelist to help solve the mystery. Sensing a lingering spirit, the pair investigates previous tenants and landowners, unearthing a grim history of death and tragedy spanning generations.



HORROR



© 2016 “The Inerasable” Film Partners



Kyosuke is a regular guy who transforms into superhero Hentai Kamen when he puts panties over his face. His girlfriend Aiko is grateful for his heroic efforts but has mixed feelings about his pervy alterego. And so, Kyosuke gives up the mask and promises to embrace his true self. One day, all the panties in Japan mysteriously vanish… Little do they know that a powerful enemy is about to strike. With all the panties gone, how will Kyosuke summon Hentai Kamen?!



© 2016 Ayakano Film Partners, © 2014 CJ E&M Corporation



Samurai Hustle Returns



© 2016 Shochiku Co., Ltd.



© Keisyu Ando/SHUEISHA･2016「HK2」PRODUCTION COMMITTEE



HK2: The Abnormal Crisis



Night’s Tightrope



Destruction Babies



僕だけがいない街



少女



ディストラクション・ベイビーズ



Director: Kiyoshi Kurosawa 2016 • 130mins



Director: Yuichiro Hirakawa 2016 • 120mins



Director: Yukiko Mishima 2016 • 119mins



Director: Tetsuya Mariko 2016 • 108mins



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult.



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult. Contains moderate themes of crime and violence.



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



Strictly 18+



Can Satoru unlock the mystery of the past to save his future?



A poetic and hauntingly beautiful depiction of human strength and frailty



© 2016 “Creepy” Film Partners



Do you really want to befriend your neighbours? Former detective Takakura thinks he escaped a highpressure lifestyle by moving to a quiet neighbourhood with his charming wife. When neighbourly relations turn distinctly eerie, he is too preoccupied with an unresolved missing persons case to even notice. Will he recognise the real dangers before they creep too close?



CRIME & MYSTERY



Struggling manga artist Satoru Fujinuma experiences what he calls ‘revival’: an ability that forces him to relive moments before life-threatening incidents. With it, he can alter events and save lives. But when his mother is murdered, the clock winds back more than a few minutes – it sends him back eighteen years! Can a ten-year-old Satoru prevent his mother’s death by solving a forgotten series of child murders?



Budding writer Yuki has always looked out for her friend, Atsuko, ever since a kendo accident left the latter traumatised and bullied at school. But when the manuscript for Yuki’s first novel is plagiarised, she becomes withdrawn and fixated on mortality. Unbeknownst to her, Atsuko starts volunteering at a nursing home hoping that witnessing death will stop her from taking her own life. Night’s Tightrope is a dark coming-ofage story where no action is without consequence.



When violence wakes up, how do you put it back to sleep? Taira is a mysterious teen who wanders around the city picking pointless fights with strangers. His violent streak catches the attention of bored high-schooler Yuya who turns the street scuffles into a sinister game. Indie director Tetsuya Mariko brings us a raw movie that borders on morally ambiguous themes.



© 2016 “Destruction Babies” Film Partners



Fantasia Film Festival 2016 (Best Director)



© 2016 NIGHT’S TIGHTROPE Production Committee



Erased



クリーピー 偽りの隣人



© 2016 “BOKUDAKE GA INAI MACHI” FILM PARTNERS



Creepy



日本で一番悪い奴ら



Director: Keisuke Yoshida 2016 • 99mins



Director: Kazuya Shiraishi 2016 • 135mins



Strictly 18+



Strictly 18+



Unrequited love, gone psychotic



A yakuza black comedy about the worst cops in Japanese history



The darkest side of unrequited love surfaces in this disturbing chiller. Innocuous Susumu helps his overly infatuated colleague Ando pursue his crush. Things quickly turn dark when the innocent Yuka becomes the target of a stalker. Indie director Keisuke Yoshida eclipses boundaries of Japanese cinema with twisted violence and deprivation, and offers a uniquely insidious thriller.



CRIME & MYSTERY



Moroboshi is a young Judo champion recruited into the Hokkaido police force. Despite his physical strength, he lacks the assertiveness needed to survive the competitive environment. When a senior detective takes Moroboshi under his wing, he transforms from idealistic cop to yakuza desperado. Based on a real police scandal, Twisted Justice is a fearless portrayal of the dark consequences of crime and corruption.



Tsukiji Wonderland



Kampai! For the Love of Sake



築地ワンダーランド



カンパイ！ 世界が恋する日本酒



Director: Naotaro Endo 2016 • 110mins All ages



Nominated - Seattle International Film Festival Discover the heart of Japanese cuisine inside the world’s largest fish market. A unique documentary offering an insider’s view to the intricate relationship between fishermen, wholesalers, and professional chefs in the world’s largest fish market in Tokyo. While not addressing the sustainability aspects in the industry, the documentary focuses instead on the complex human ecology of Tsukiji, its landmark legacy on Japanese food culture, and undisputed world-class reputation among chefs.



DOCUMENTARY



Director: Mirai Konishi 2015 • 95mins All ages



Passionately brewing the spirit of sake Personal narratives of three modern sake aficionados trace the global love-affair with Japan’s favourite alcoholic drink. Following master brewer Philip Harper, sake expert John Gauntner, and fifth-generation brewery owner Kosuke Kuji from the brewery to the restaurant table, their infectious passion for their craft invites a renaissance in sake appreciation.



© 2015 WAGAMAMA MEDIA LLC.



ヒメアノ~ル



© 2016 Shochiku Co., Ltd.



Twisted Justice



© 2016 “Twisted Justice” Film Partners



© 2016 “Himeanole” Film Partners



Hime-Anole



Life in all its beauty and despair Timid school teacher Nanami hasn’t yet found her place in life. Bullied by her students, Nanami’s only solace comes from interactions through social media. When she meets a fellow teacher online, the pair decides to get married not long after they start dating. But marriage becomes a catalyst for disaster rather than an anchor of stability. Lost and vulnerable, Nanami turns to a stranger called Amuro, who promises to make everything right.



リップヴァンウ ィンクルの花嫁



ちはやふる　上の句 ちはやふる　下の句



CHIHAYAFURU Part 1 CHIHAYAFURU Part 2



Director: Shunji Iwai 2016 • 179mins



Director Norihiro Koizumi 2016 • 111mins & 103mins



A battle of quick wits, intuition, and friendship: Karuta!



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



All ages



© RVW Film Partners



Iwai Shunji’s masterful storytelling plays out like a dream sequence, drawing out complexities of human relationships and social expectations.



DRAMA



© Ayuko Hatta/Shueisha © 2016 “Wolf girl and Black prince” Film Partners



A Bride for Rip Van Winkle



Chihaya, Taichi and Arata are childhood friends, bound by their passion for competitive karuta (a traditional Japanese card game using poetry and lightning-fast reactions). Separated by circumstance, Chihaya believes that karuta will reunite them again. Witness Chihaya and her friends make their way to the national championship in this entertaining and uplifting twopart drama.



What a Wonderful Family!



エヴェレスト 神々の山嶺



殿、利息でござる！



モヒカン故郷に帰る



家族はつらいよ



Director: Hideyuki Hirayama 2016 • 122mins



Director: Yoshihiro Nakamura 2016 • 129mins



Director: Shuichi Okita 2016 • 124mins



Director: Yamada Yoji 2016 • 108mins



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



Recommended for ages 12+



Recommended for ages 12+



All ages



How far towards the summit will your desire take you?



The comical tale of nine merchants’ secret resistance to the samurai class!



Metal-head Eikichi returns to his quirky family on their island hometown



Welcome to the Hirata household, occasionally dysfunctional but always full of love.



Photographer Makoto Fukamachi happens upon a curious old camera in the back streets of Nepal. This leads to a chance encounter with Joji Habu, an infamous Japanese mountaineer rumoured to have perished while climbing Everest. Convinced that there is more to it than serendipity, Fukamachi obsessively pursues both the camera and the truth behind Habu’s flight from Japan.



DRAMA



Times are tough in samurai Japan: the feudal lord’s taxes are forcing an outpost town into poverty. Local merchant Juzaburo hatches a secret plan to end their misery. The outrageous mission: loan millions to the bureaucrats, reap the interest, and save the town!



Sporting a mohawk, Eikichi returns home to announce his engagement to his Tokyoite girlfriend. His conservative dad Osamu is outraged but secretly delighted at the news. The village celebrates Eikichi’s homecoming, but not long after, Osamu is diagnosed with terminal lung cancer. The events that follow are a blend of hilarity and tragedy as father and son patch up old wounds through a shared love for music.



The only birthday present Tomiko Hirata wants from her husband of 50 years is a divorce. Shocked by the announcement, the Hirata’s grown up children go to extraordinary, almost comical, lengths to save their beloved parents’ marriage. A whimsical drama and light-hearted comedy directed by former Yasuhiro Ozu protégé Yoji Yamada (The Hidden Blade, Tokyo Family).



© 2016 “What a Wonderful Family!” Film Partners



The Mohican Comes Home



© 2016 “The Mohican Comes Home” Production Partners, LLC



The Magnificent Nine



© 2016 “Tono, Risoku de Gozaru!” Film Partners



© 2016 “Everest -The Summit of the Gods-” Film Partners



Everest –The Summit of the Gods–



My Korean Teacher



ピンクとグレー



太陽



嫌な女



いきなり先生になったボクが彼 女に恋をした



Director: Isao Yukisada 2016 • 119mins



Director: Yu Irie 2016 • 130mins



Director: Hitomi Kuroki 2016 • 105mins



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



When real life feels like a dream, does it mean your wishes have come true?



Change is a choice we make



When a relative you never liked barges back into your life



DRAMA



Tetsuko is a talented and straight-laced lawyer whose life goes through an abrupt upheaval when she is reunited with her wild, impulsive cousin, Natsuko, after several years spent apart. Natsuko now begs her help with several legal disputes, each involving a discarded lover. Unwillingly drawn into each other’s lives, both women are forced to come to terms with the best and worst of each other’s personalities.



ROMANCE



Director: Yuzo Asahara 2016 • 98mins Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult



Love blooms on the island of Okinawa Yong Woon finds himself jobless and heart-broken on the island of Okinawa. As he drowns his sorrow in a karaoke bar, he befriends a local and impulsively agrees to work for his language school. As Yong Woon awkwardly adjusts to his new role, he meets Sakura, a single mum desperate to learn Korean in order to keep her job. Starring Super Junior’s Yesung in his first Japanese movie role.



© 2016 “My Korean Teacher” Film Partners



© 2016 “Pink and Gray” Film Partners



One suicide: six different notes. Riba struggles to understand his best friend Gotchi’s reason for committing suicide. Bent on uncovering the truth, Daiki begins to retrace their friendship to find out what went wrong. What will he discover at the end of his investigation? Just when you think you’ve predicted the story, Pink and Gray will turn everything you suspect on its head.



In a post-apocalyptic future, a virus decimates humanity. The remaining survivors are divided in two: the genetically superior Nox, who live in darkness, and the genetically weak Curio, who live in the sun. Born into a polarised society, can two Curio teenagers, Yuu and Tetsuhiko, find a better future for themselves? This quietly riveting suspense-drama explores the tensions between poverty, power and the status quo.



©2016 “Desperate Sunflowers” Film Partners



Desperate Sunflowers



© 2016 “Taiyo” Film Partners



The Sun



Pink and Gray



Wolf Girl & Black Prince



Seto & Utsumi



The Actor



オオカミ少女と黒王子



セトウツミ



俳優 亀岡拓次



Director: Satoshi Takemoto 2016 • 93mins



Director: Ryuichi Hiroki 2016 • 116mins



Director: Tatsushi Omori 2016 • 75mins



Director: Satoko Yokohama 2016 • 123mins



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult 



Recommended for ages 12+



All ages



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult.



Occult horror meets rom-com in this atypical campus love story.



Can one naïve girl find a way into a cynical prince’s heart?



ROMANCE



The most interesting film you’ll see about nothing in particular. Seto is simple-minded and chatty while Utsumi is brainy and anti-social. Yet they get along that they spend every afternoon sitting by the river, chatting to kill time. And chat is all they do: pondering life, cats, nirvana, and everything in-between. A surprisingly insightful film, Seto & Utsumi is Japan’s contribution to the American mumblecore genre.



SLICE OF LIFE



Life of a professional movie extra, Takuji Kameoka Kameoka is a 37-year old actor who’s never had a big break. Despite being praised as a genius at acting, he’s forever resigned to bit roles. Single with no romantic prospects, he gets by with drinking and dreaming himself to sleep. Directed by rising female director Satoko Yokohama, The Actor takes us behind the scenes of Japanese film sets and into a struggling actor’s life.



© 2016”The Actor” Film Partners



University student Shinji considers his sixth sense a curse. Easily spooked, he goes through life avoiding anything and everything supernatural – that is, until he runs into his high school crush Koyomi. She invites Shinji to join the Occult Club: a group of paranormal enthusiasts who actively seek out spirits. Can Shinji conquer his fear of ghosts to be with the girl he loves?



Erika has a problem: she’s the only single girl in her high school group. When all of her previous lies about her “boyfriend” threaten to unravel, a desperate Erika shows a random stranger’s photo as “proof”. It turns out that stranger is Kyoya, the hottest boy in their school! He agrees to play the role of her boyfriend–but only if she acts as his dog.



© 2016 “SETO & UTSUMI” Film Partners © Kazuya Konomoto (Akitashoten)



ホーンテッド・ キャンパス



© Ayuko Hatta/Shueisha © 2016 “Wolf girl and Black prince” Film Partners



© 2016 “Haunted Campus” Film Partners



Haunted Campus



永い言い訳



The Long Excuse



Director: Miwa Nishikawa 2016 • 123mins



The transformative power of empathy in a time of mourning



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult 



Something Like, Something Like It



Nagasaki: Memories of My Son



の・ようなもの　 のようなもの



母と暮らせば



Have you found ‘something’ you really want to do in life? Ex-yuppie Shinden is a rakugo comedian-in-training who’s too serious for the job. Useless on stage, he’s ordered to convince a former rakugo artist to perform on-stage once again. In the process, Shinden realises his unique strengths and discovers renewed conviction in the path he chose.



SLICE OF LIFE



Under 15s must be accompanied by an adult 



A touching story of loss, acceptance and fate in the time of war. August, 1945. Nobuko sends her son Koji off to university without any inkling of the devastating bomb about to consume the town of Nagasaki. Koji is declared missing in the aftermath, but Nobuko continues to pray desperately for his return. Three years later, she finally decides to accept her son’s death. However, that’s when he suddenly reappears – this time, as a ghost.



© 2016 “The Long Excuse” Film’s Partners



© 2016 “Something Like Something Like It” Film Partners



All ages



Director: Yoji Yamada 2015 • 130mins



© 2015 “Nagasaki: Memories of My Son” Film Partners



Director: Taiichi Sugiyama 2016 • 95mins



CLOSING FILM



Celebrity author Sachio Kinugasa loses his wife in a bus accident, while he was in bed with a younger woman. Forced to play the role of a grieving widower in front of media, he’s more shocked by his emotional disconnect to her death. When he meets a bereaved family whose mother died in the same accident, Sachio impulsively offers to care for the children while their father works long hours.



DRAMA



JFF Classics Post-war films from Tadashi Imai and Kaneto Shindo



Free admission. Sydney 8 Oct–6 Nov. Melbourne 17–29 Nov. See japanesefilmfestival.net for full schedule and ticketing details.



Blue Mountains



Blue Mountains 2



続･青い山脈 Tadashi Imai 1949 • 91mins 35mm



ゆき Tadashi Imai 1981 • 89mins 16mm



Yuki - Snow Fairy



Children of Hiroshima



High school teacher Yukiko Shimazaki (Setsuko Hara) attempts to introduce democracy into her classroom but is met with strong opposition from her own students and co-workers. Blue Mountains established Imai as an influential filmmaker with humanist tendencies, visibly influenced by neo-realism. * Screening in Sydney only



Yukiko Shimazaki presents a passionate defence before the school board and townsfolk on the subject of young love. The heated debate reflects the emergence of new values against the status quo in postwar Japan. A colossal box-office hit, this film came to symbolise efforts to liberate Japan of old, feudalist ideology. * Screening in Sydney only



A rare animated film by Imai where a young heroine, Yuki, descends from heaven to banish evil in the mortal world and inspires the farmers to rise up against feudal warlords. Imai weaves social commentary into this beautifully animated tale of good versus evil.



A young teacher, Takako, travels back to post-war Hiroshima to visit her parents’ graves. As she walks through the city, she’s confronted by illness and desperation, but also finds signs of recovery in the survivors. Shindo has crafted a visually elegant story which expresses regret and optimism over indignation.



Bushido: samurai saga



A story from Echigo 越後つついし親不知 Tadashi Imai 1964 • 112mins 16mm



母 Kaneto Shindo 1963 • 101mins 35mm



Mother



Onibaba



The Iikura family has a long history of misfortune. Salaryman Susumu Iikura reflects on his ancestors’ struggles, dictated by the strict code of bushido (the way of the warrior). Imai does not compromise and orchestrates a relentless and grim tale of corruption and cruelty. Winner of the Golden Bear, Berlinale 1963.



Farmers Gonsuke and Tomekichi are friends hailing from the poverty stricken village of Echigo. Every winter they travel to Kyoto to work as sake brewers. With a beautiful wife back home, Tomekichi is the source of envy amongst his colleagues, including his friend. When Gonsuke returns home to care for his sick mother, his envy turns into a fit of uncontrollable jealousy and culminates in his rape of Tomekichi’s wife.



This lesser-known film by Shindo is a beautifully shot drama depicting the determination of a mother who survived the Hiroshima A-bomb. Tamiko is a divorced mother struggling to care for her eight-year-old son. Mother paints a poignant, at times heart-breaking, portrait of the struggling lower class in post-war Japan.



In this visceral supernatural thriller, an impoverished mother and her daughter-inlaw subsist in a medieval Japan ravaged by ceaseless war. They prey on wandering samurai, murdering them for their spoils. When a deserter joins their gruesome trade, he threatens their tenuous alliance by seducing the younger woman.



青い山脈 Tadashi Imai 1949 • 92mins 35mm



武士道残酷物語 Tadashi Imai 1963 • 123mins 35mm



CLASSIC



原爆の子 Kaneto Shindo 1952 • 96mins 35mm



鬼婆 Kaneto Shindo 1964 • 103mins 35mm



Onibaba © 1964 Kindai Eiga Kyokai Co., Ltd.



Special Events



Sydney Opening Night Free entry with Opening Film ticket • 17 November at Sydney Lower Town Hall (Entry via Druitt Street) Join us for a night of live music and celebration as we open the 20th Japanese Film Festival in Sydney! For tickets and more information visit japanesefilmfestival.net



Melbourne Festival Hub



Cosplay Day



Foodie Event: Sake Tasting



19 November Event Cinemas George Street



20 November in Sydney 2 December in Melbourne



26 November Hoyts Melbourne Central



Celebrate washoku (Japanese cuisine) at JFF with our sake tasting event, in line with the documentary Kampai! For the Love of Sake. Get a chance to win prizes from festival partner Ginkgo Leaf when you attend the film screening or the sake tasting event.



If you have a passion for dressing up as your favourite anime or manga character then you are in for a treat! Come dressed up or bring your friends along as JFF transforms the cinema into a festive space. For event details visit japanesefilmfestival.net



ACMI Cafe & Bar • M-F 8:30am til late/Sat 9:30am til late/Sun 10am til late Present your JFF ticket at the ACMI Cafe and Bar when you watch a film at ACMI and receive a 10% discount on any food and beverage. Image by Mark Sombillo



For tickets and event details visit japanesefilmfestival.net This event is sponsored by festival partners Ginkgo Leaf and Sakenet Australia.



Special Guest Screening + Q&A Night’s Tightrope



The Long Excuse



少女



18 November at Event Cinemas George Street, Sydney Director Yukiko Mishima will be joining us for a special guest screening and Q&A session for the film Night’s Tightrope. The Q&A session will be held inside the cinema after the film ends.



Director Miwa Nishikawa and lead actor Masahiro Motoki will join us for a special guest screening and Q&A session for the film The Long Excuse. The Q&A session will be held inside the cinema after the film ends.



永い言い訳



Known for her heart-warming films Bread of Happiness and A Drop of the Grapevine, Mishima works with a dark storyline for Night’s Tightrope. The result is a visually poetic and hauntingly beautiful film depicting human strength and frailty.



27 November at Event Cinemas George Street 28 November at Australian Centre for the Moving Image Visit japanesefilmfestival.net for further details



Miwa Nishikawa, mentored by Hirokazu Kore-eda, skilfully balances gentle humour and harrowing sorrow in this touching drama about two men who lose their wives in a bus accident. The film features stellar acting from Masahiro Motoki who is playing his first lead role since the 2008 Academy Award-winning film Departures.



Venue & Ticketing Festival Dates



Festival enquiries



Sydney



Melbourne



17 November– 27 November



24 November– 04 December



The Japan Foundation, Sydney 02 8239 0055 [email protected]



How to book tickets



Venue & Box Office Sydney



Melbourne



Melbourne



Event Cinemas George Street



Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI)



Hoyts Melbourne Central



505-525 George St Sydney NSW 2000



Federation Square Melbourne VIC 3000



Melbourne Central Shopping Centre Cnr Swanston & Latrobe St Melbourne VIC 3000



Box office open 10am-9:30pm Ph (02) 9273 7300



Box office open 10am-5pm Ph (03) 8663 2583



Box office open 10:30am-8:30pm Ph 1300 357 357



Save with a 5 Film pass!



Ticket Prices Adult Concession 5 Film Pass* Group Bookings (10+)*



$18.50 $15.50 $75 $13.50



*Excludes Opening Film and Special Events. Available only via box office and all sessions/ tickets must be purchased in one transaction.



Save money when you book 5 tickets in one transaction. Share with friends or mix and match film sessions for yourself.*



Online www.japanesefilmfestival.net (Booking fees may apply) Box Office Please call or visit the cinema box office



18:15 20:15 20:45 11:00 11:30 15:00 16:00 16:15 17:40 18:30 18:40 20:15 21:00



11:10 11:30 13:30 13.45 16:00 16:15 18:30 18:45 20:30 18:15 18:30 20:15 18:15 18:30 20:30 20:45



18 Nov • Fri 18 Nov • Fri 18 Nov • Fri 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat 19 Nov • Sat



20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 20 Nov • Sun 21 Nov • Mon 21 Nov • Mon 21 Nov • Mon 22 Nov • Tue 22 Nov • Tue 22 Nov • Tue 22 Nov • Tue



DRAMA CRIME & MYSTERY CRIME & MYSTERY ACTION & SUSPENSE



ROMANCE



ヒメアノ~ル クリーピー 偽りの隣人 テラフォーマーズ



オオカミ少女と黒王子



日本で一番悪い奴ら ちはやふる（下の句）



SLICE OF LIFE CRIME & MYSTERY



俳優 亀岡拓次



DRAMA



ACTION & SUSPENSE



暗殺教室-卒業編-



DRAMA



COMEDY



超高速！参勤交代　リターンズ



ちはやふる（上の句）



ACTION & SUSPENSE



秘密 THE TOP SECRET



モヒカン故郷に帰る



SLICE OF LIFE



母と暮らせば



The Inerasable



HK2: The Abnormal Crisis



Godzilla



Nagasaki: Memories of My Son



The Mohican Comes Home



Samurai Hustle Returns



Something Like, Something Like It



My Korean Teacher



Kampai! For the Love of Sake



Hime-Anole



Pink and Gray



The Magnificent Nine



Sing My Life



Assassination Classroom –Graduation–



CHIBI MARUKO CHAN -A Boy from Italy-



Wolf Girl & Black Prince



COMEDY HORROR



HK／変態仮面 アブノーマル・クライシス



残穢－住んではいけない部屋－



All films are in Japanese with English subtitles.



SLICE OF LIFE ACTION & SUSPENSE



母と暮らせば



DRAMA



モヒカン故郷に帰る



ゴジラ



SLICE OF LIFE COMEDY



超高速！参勤交代　リターンズ



ROMANCE の・ようなもの のようなもの



DOCUMENTARY



ピンクとグレー



いきなり先生になったボクが彼女に恋をした



DRAMA



殿、利息でござる！



カンパイ! 世界が恋する日本酒



DRAMA



あやしい彼女



CRIME & MYSTERY



COMEDY



暗殺教室-卒業編-



ヒメアノ~ル



ANIME ACTION & SUSPENSE



映画ちびまるこちゃん イタリアから来た少年



Sydney



TERRAFORMARS



Creepy



Hime-Anole



CHIHAYAFURU Part 2



Twisted Justice



The Actor



CHIHAYAFURU Part 1



The Mohican Comes Home



Assassination Classroom –Graduation–



Samurai Hustle Returns



The Top Secret: Murder in Mind



Nagasaki: Memories of My Son



The Inerasable



Night’s Tightrope - Special Guest Q&A



HORROR



18:15



18 Nov • Fri



Tsukiji Wonderland



Desperate Sunflowers



残穢－住んではいけない部屋－



18:00



18 Nov • Fri



DOCUMENTARY



ROMANCE



嫌な女



16:00



18 Nov • Fri



After the Storm



CRIME & MYSTERY



SLICE OF LIFE



海よりもまだ深く



19:00



17 Nov • Thu



CLOSING



少女



Genre



築地ワンダーランド



OPENING



Japanese Title



Time



Date



English Title



Schedule | Event Cinemas George Street, Sydney



20:00 15:30 18:00 18:15 19:45 20:35 16:00 18:00 18:15 20:15 20:45 20:45



13:00 14:00 15:45 16:15 18:45 19:00 20:30 20:45 11:00 12:30 13:00 14:30 15:30 18:00



23 Nov • Wed 24 Nov • Thu 24 Nov • Thu 24 Nov • Thu 24 Nov • Thu 24 Nov • Thu 25 Nov • Fri 25 Nov • Fri 25 Nov • Fri 25 Nov • Fri 25 Nov • Fri 25 Nov • Fri



26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 26 Nov • Sat 27 Nov • Sun 27 Nov • Sun 27 Nov • Sun 27 Nov • Sun 27 Nov • Sun 27 Nov • Sun



Tsukiji Wonderland



CRIME & MYSTERY ACTION & SUSPENSE



ディストラクション・ベイビーズ テラフォーマーズ



DRAMA ROMANCE



ちはやふる（上の句） オオカミ少女と黒王子



DRAMA



ACTION & SUSPENSE



真田十勇士



CRIME & MYSTERY



DRAMA



太陽



エヴェレスト 神々の山嶺



SLICE OF LIFE



セトウツミ



僕だけがいない街



CRIME & MYSTERY



COMEDY



あやしい彼女 日本で一番悪い奴ら



CRIME & MYSTERY



クリーピー 偽りの隣人



The Long Excuse - Special Guest Q&A



The Mohican Comes Home



A Bride for Rip Van Winkle



What a Wonderful Family!



Haunted Campus



Rudolf the Black Cat



Sanada Ten Braves



The Top Secret: Murder in Mind



SIX FOUR - PART 2



My Korean Teacher



The Magnificent Nine



SIX FOUR - PART 1



CHIHAYAFURU Part 2



Kampai! For the Love of Sake



ROMANCE DRAMA



ホーンテッド・キャンパス 家族はつらいよ



All films are in Japanese with English subtitles.



DRAMA



ANIME



ルドルフとイッパイアッテナ



永い言い訳



ACTION & SUSPENSE



真田十勇士



DRAMA



ACTION & SUSPENSE



秘密 THE TOP SECRET



DRAMA



ACTION & SUSPENSE



64 ロクヨン 後編



モヒカン故郷に帰る



ROMANCE



いきなり先生になったボクが彼女に恋をした



リップヴァンウィンクルの花嫁



ACTION & SUSPENSE DRAMA



殿、利息でござる！



DRAMA



ちはやふる（下の句） 64 ロクヨン前編



DOCUMENTARY



カンパイ! 世界が恋する日本酒



Sydney



TERRAFORMARS



Destruction Babies



Erased



Everest –The Summit of the Gods–



Wolf Girl & Black Prince



CHIHAYAFURU Part 1



Sanada Ten Braves



The Sun



Seto & Utsumi



Twisted Justice



Sing My Life



Creepy



Destruction Babies



DOCUMENTARY



19:45



23 Nov • Wed



CRIME & MYSTERY



17:45



23 Nov • Wed



Desperate Sunflowers What a Wonderful Family! 築地ワンダーランド



17:30



23 Nov • Wed ディストラクション・ベイビーズ



ROMANCE



嫌な女



15:00



23 Nov • Wed



CLOSING



DRAMA



Genre



家族はつらいよ



OPENING



Japanese Title



Time



Date



English Title



Schedule | Event Cinemas George Street, Sydney



20:10



18:30 17:30 19:50 18:20 20:45 18:30 21:00 16:30 19:00 14:30 16:10 18:30 19:55 14:00 16:40 17:00 19:00



27 Nov • Sun



28 Nov • Mon 29 Nov • Tue 29 Nov • Tue 30 Nov • Wed 30 Nov • Wed 01 Dec • Thu 01 Dec • Thu 02 Dec • Fri 02 Dec • Fri 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sat 04 Dec • Sun 04 Dec • Sun 04 Dec • Sun 04 Dec • Sun



SLICE OF LIFE DOCUMENTARY



カンパイ! 世界が恋する日本酒



The Long Excuse



What a Wonderful Family!



Hime-Anole



Nagasaki: Memories of My Son



Twisted Justice



Creepy



Something Like, Something Like It



Seto & Utsumi



A Bride for Rip Van Winkle



The Mohican Comes Home



Tsukiji Wonderland



The Sun



Kampai! For the Love of Sake



DRAMA DRAMA



家族はつらいよ 永い言い訳



All films are in Japanese with English subtitles.



SLICE OF LIFE CRIME & MYSTERY



母と暮らせば



CRIME & MYSTERY



日本で一番悪い奴ら



ヒメアノ~ル



SLICE OF LIFE CRIME & MYSTERY



SLICE OF LIFE



セトウツミ クリーピー 偽りの隣人



DRAMA



リップヴァンウィンクルの花嫁



の・ようなもの のようなもの



DOCUMENTARY DRAMA



築地ワンダーランド モヒカン故郷に帰る



DOCUMENTARY DRAMA



DRAMA



Pink and Gray



太陽



ACTION & SUSPENSE



ゴジラ ピンクとグレー



Godzilla



カンパイ! 世界が恋する日本酒



DRAMA CLASSIC (FREE)



永い言い訳 Onibaba



The Long Excuse - Special Guest Event



鬼婆



Melbourne



Kampai! For the Love of Sake



The Mohican Comes Home



The Actor



DRAMA



ANIME



ルドルフとイッパイアッテナ



Rudolf the Black Cat



Bushido: Samurai Saga



Children of Hiroshima



Creepy



モヒカン故郷に帰る



CLASSIC (FREE)



武士道残酷物語



17:40



CLASSIC (FREE)



原爆の子



27 Nov • Sun



CRIME & MYSTERY



クリーピー 偽りの隣人



21:00



26 Nov • Sat



Tsukiji Wonderland



A Story from Echigo



Everest –The Summit of the Gods–



Yuki - Snow Fairy



Night’s Tightrope



Mother



What a Wonderful Family!



After the Storm



俳優 亀岡拓次



DOCUMENTARY



築地ワンダーランド



18:45



26 Nov • Sat



17:40



CLASSIC (FREE)



越後つついし親不知



18:45



26 Nov • Sat



27 Nov • Sun



DRAMA



エヴェレスト 神々の山嶺



16:15



26 Nov • Sat



15:45



CLASSIC (FREE)



ゆき



14:00



26 Nov • Sat



27 Nov • Sun



CRIME & MYSTERY



少女



20:30



25 Nov • Fri



14:00



CLASSIC (FREE)



母



18:20



25 Nov • Fri



15:15



DRAMA



家族はつらいよ



18:00



25 Nov • Fri



27 Nov • Sun



SLICE OF LIFE



海よりもまだ深く



19:20



24 Nov • Thu



27 Nov • Sun



Genre



CLOSING



OPENING



Japanese Title



Time



Date



English Title



Schedule | ACMI, Melbourne



18:30 20:35 18:20 20:00 14:30 17:10 18:00 19:50 20:00 14:00 14:45 16:50



01 Dec • Thu 02 Dec • Fri 02 Dec • Fri 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sat 03 Dec • Sub 04 Dec • Sun 04 Dec • Sun 04 Dec • Sun



17:45



27 Nov • Sun



21:00



15:30



27 Nov • Sun



01 Dec • Thu



13:00



27 Nov • Sun



30 Nov • Wed



20:45



26 Nov • Sat



18:30



18:35



26 Nov • Sat



19:00



18:15



26 Nov • Sat



30 Nov • Wed



16:00



26 Nov • Sat



29 Nov • Tue



13:45



26 Nov • Sat



18:20



20:45



25 Nov • Fri



20:50



18:45



25 Nov • Fri



28 Nov • Mon



18:30



25 Nov • Fri



28 Nov • Mon



Time



Date



COMEDY CRIME & MYSTERY ACTION & SUSPENSE ACTION & SUSPENSE



僕だけがいない街 暗殺教室-卒業編テラフォーマーズ



COMEDY



あやしい彼女 超高速！参勤交代　リターンズ



ROMANCE ACTION & SUSPENSE



嫌な女 テラフォーマーズ



DRAMA ACTION & SUSPENSE



DRAMA



ちはやふる（上の句） 暗殺教室-卒業編-



COMEDY



HK／変態仮面 アブノーマル・クライシス



ちはやふる（下の句）



HORROR ROMANCE



残穢－住んではいけない部屋－ オオカミ少女と黒王子



Genre



Japanese Title



DRAMA/COMEDY ANIME ROMANCE



殿、利息でござる！ 映画ちびまるこちゃん イタリアから来た少年 いきなり先生になったボクが彼女に恋をした



The Magnificent Nine CHIBI MARUKO CHAN -A Boy from ItalyMy Korean Teacher



All films are in Japanese with English subtitles.



ACTION & SUSPENSE DRAMA



CHIHAYAFURU Part 2



SIX FOUR - PART 2



64 ロクヨン 後編



ACTION & SUSPENSE ROMANCE



ACTION & SUSPENSE



真田十勇士 ホーンテッド・キャンパス



ACTION & SUSPENSE



秘密 THE TOP SECRET



64 ロクヨン前編



ROMANCE DRAMA



ホーンテッド・キャンパス ちはやふる（上の句）



CRIME & MYSTERY COMEDY



ディストラクション・ベイビーズ 超高速！参勤交代　リターンズ



ACTION & SUSPENSE DRAMA/COMEDY



真田十勇士 殿、利息でござる！



ちはやふる（下の句）



Haunted Campus



SIX FOUR - PART 1



Sanada Ten Braves



The Top Secret: Murder in Mind



CHIHAYAFURU Part 1



Haunted Campus



Samurai Hustle Returns



Destruction Babies



The Magnificent Nine



Sanada Ten Braves



Melbourne



TERRAFORMARS



Assassination Classroom –Graduation–



Erased



Samurai Hustle Returns



Sing My Life



TERRAFORMARS



Desperate Sunflowers



Assassination Classroom –Graduation–



CHIHAYAFURU Part 2



CHIHAYAFURU Part 1



HK2: The Abnormal Crisis



Wolf Girl & Black Prince



The Inerasable



English Title



Schedule | Hoyts Melbourne Central, Melbourne
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CHOYA is a traditional home-made style ume liqueur made with high-quality ume fruit grown by local farmers in Japan.
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Present your JFF cinema ticket* at the Festival Info Desk on the day of the screening session and collect stamps to win prizes**! Prizes must be redeemed during the festival. *Only one ticket will be honoured per person for each screening session. Stamps must be collected on the day of the screening. **Prizes are subject to availability ***Posters will be awarded after the film festival
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Win a film poster from JFF 2016***



Win a JFF T-shirt



Win an uchiwa



@japanesefilmfest @japanfilmfest #jffau2016 japanesefilmfestival.net



©2016 Fuji Television Network, Shueisha, J Storm, Toho, Robot © Yusei Matsui / Shueisha © 2016 “Chihayafuru” Film Partners © Yuki Suetsugu / KODANSHA LTD. © 2016 “Everest -The Summit of the Gods-” Film Partners
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