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Abstract Background: Uncertainty exists over the ability of the Exacerbations of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Tool (EXACT) patient-reported outcome diary to quantify exacerbation severity and frequency. To clarify this we investigated the ability of the EXACT to assess severity of exacerbations and examined the relationship between exacerbations diagnosed using London COPD cohort diary cards, physician review and symptom-defined events using the EXACT.



Methods: 58 patients enrolled in the London COPD cohort prospectively completed the EXACT during 128 cohort diary card-defined exacerbations between January 2010 and April 2012.



Results: Mean EXACT scores increased from 42.6 (SD 8.6) at baseline to 48.0 (8.6) at exacerbation onset (p 
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