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Background •  Acute diarrhea (AD) is the second most common disease in children •  AD is globally associated with high morbidity in developed countries and with high mortality in undeveloped countries. •  The Colombian Ministry of Health financed the development CPG of some diseases in order to improve health care system and to do cost-effectiveness analysis. Diarrhea in children was one of them •  We formed a guideline developer group (GDG) in order to develop the Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPG) of prevention, diagnosis and treatment of diarrheal diseases in children



Background •  Before developing a de novo-CPG it is recommended to assess published guidelines in order to consider adaptation of a high quality CPG •  There were a lot of CPG of diarrhea and gastroenteritis in children available in the literature •  The quality of published guidelines on childhood diarrhea was assessed by Lo Veccio et al. in 2011, but it had some flaws
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ABSTRACT



Problems: 



Aim: The aim of the study was to assess the quality of clinical practice guidelines (CPGs) using the Appraisal of Guidelines for Research and Evaluation (AGREE) instrument, a validated international tool. Materials and Methods: CPGs were identified by searching MEDLINE (1966 – January 2009) and Embase (1988 – January 2009), CPG databases, and relevant Web sites of agencies and organizations that produce and/or endorse guidelines. Included in the study were CPGs in English that addressed the management of acute gastroenteritis in children. Retrieved CPGs were evaluated with the AGREE instrument for quality assessment by 6 independent reviewers. AGREE consists of 6 domains for a total of 23 items. Results: Nine CPGs were identified. Four were evidence based (EB) and 2 of these included tables of evidence. Eight CPGs (88%) scored 
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