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VOLUME XXVIII



DECEMBER, 1955



NUMBER 12



TEkt JBethlehem r



THE KING of glory stooped low to take humanity. Rude and forbidding were His earthly surroundings. His glory was veiled, that the majesty of His outward form might not become an object of attraction. He shunned all outward display. Riches, worldly honor, and human greatness can never save a soul from death; Jesus purposed that no attraction of an earthly nature should call men to His side. Only the beauty of heavenly truth must draw those who would follow Him. The character of the Messiah had long been fore told in prophecy, and He desired men to accept Him upon the testimony of the word of God. . . . With amazement the heavenly messengers beheld the indifference of that people whom God had called to communicate to the world the light of sacred truth. The Jewish nation had been preserved as a witness that Christ was to be born of the seed of Abraham and of David's line; yet they knew not that His coming was now at hand. In the temple the morning and the evening sacrifice daily pointed
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to the Lamb of God; yet even here was no preparation to receive Him. The priests and teachers of the nation knew not that the great est event of the ages was about to take place. They rehearsed their meaningless prayers, and performed the rites of worship to be seen by men, but in their strife for riches and worldly honor they were not prepared for the revelation of the Messiah. The same indiffer ence pervaded the land of Israel. Hearts selfish and world-engrossed were untouched by the joy that thrilled all heaven. Only a few were longing to behold the Unseen. To these heaven's embassy was sent. . . . Had the leaders in Israel been true to their trust, they might have shared the joy of heralding the birth of Jesus. But now they are passed by. . . . In the fields where the boy David had led his flock, shepherds were still keeping watch by night. Through the silent hours they talked together of the promised Saviour, and prayed for the coming of the King to David's throne. "And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." . . . The story of Bethlehem is an exhaustless theme. In it is hidden "the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God." Rom. 11:33. We marvel at the Saviour's sacri fice in exchanging the throne of heaven for the manger, and the companionship of adoring angels for the beasts of the stall. Human pride and self-sufficiency stand rebuked in His presence. The Desire of Ages, pp. 43-49.



THE MINISTRY



Reflection Official Organ of the



MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVEXTISTS Editor: ROY ALLAN ANDERSON Associate Editors:



REUBEN R. FIGUHR, ALBERT V. OLSON LOUISE C. KLEUSER, GEORGE E. VANDEMAN WALTER SCHUBERT, EARL E. CLEVELAND Office Editor; Advertising and Circulation Manager: BEN GLANZER Consulting Advertising Manager: R. J. CHRISTIAN



VOLUME XXVIII



NUMBER 12



AT A GLANCE FEATURES „____.____„-.______



4



Hurricane Appeal The Challenge of Bethlehem Conserving Our Membership Bless Me Also (Part



NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS _-__._____ .__ 17 PULPIT



18



What Christ Risked for the Sabbath Christ and the Law How to Overcome Evil Habits (Study Outline)



PASTOR ____„____„______.____„__._-_____________._____, 26 Enlarging Our Baptismal Prospects How Is Your Title?



FORUM „_.„.„._„_..„..„__.._„„„._„.._„„„.„_.„„ 30 "Sons of Strangers" Series Appreciated How Every Layman Can Be a Medical Missionary



SHEPHERDESS _________________ 35 Holidays and Laundries I Must Go Shopping



BOOKS -_„_—_„-___„___._„___._____________„_______„__.______ 36



NEWS _____ ___ _ ___ _______ 40 MINISTRY INDEX FOR 1955 ___„_.__„__„„ 42 POINTERS ...„._....._.„„„..,.„__,.....„„...._..„._...„........„ 48



Printed and published monthly for the Ministerial Association of Seventh-day Adventists by the Review and Herald Publish ing Association, Washington, D.C., U.S.A., $2.50 a year; 25 cents a copy. Add 35 cents for yearly subscriptions to countries requiring extra postage. Entered as second-class mat ter December 19, 1927, at the post office at Washington, D.C., under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879.



DECEMBER, 1955



A S WE approach the holiday season and M\. enter the final hours of 1955 we be lieve that our cover for this December issue will stimulate appropriate thought. What has been the nature of our service for God during this year? Have we placed the emphasis where God would place it? Have we, any of us, been more concerned with goals than with souls? Have we talked about love more than we have lived it? Has our burden for souls been genuine, or have we been concerned more with our record as a soul winner? Sober questions, these. We in vite you to consider them with us as you read "The Challenge of Bethlehem," on page 6. And you will find one practical outlet for the heart religion of which we speak in the hurricane appeal featured on page 4. Though we cannot join with the world in attaching any religious significance to the date that it has set, yet certainly during this season we can and should join with all Christians in looking again at Bethlehem and rejoicing in the birth of our Lord. As we hear the carols of love and peace and good will, let us take stock of our own in dividual supply of these qualities. "I Must Go Shopping," on page 35, will help us in taking inventory. The end of a year must always bring solemn reflection. As we look back over the results of our work, as we count our gains and our losses, we shall sense anew the need for using every possible method to make our evangelism a success. And we shall be conscious again, as the figures tell our apostasies, that we must find a way to lock the doors through which so many are lost. With these problems in mind we present two articles. On page 26 Theodore Carcich discusses "Enlarging Our Baptismal Pros pects." And N. F. Brewer in a feature article on page 9 tackles the problem of "Conserv ing Our Membership." Not always will there be new years, new pages to replace the old. And when God writes thirty, there will be no slipping back into time's burning building to do the work we planned to do today. We have not long to finish the work. It is our prayer and we know it is yours that the end of another year shall find us far nearer home, not only in time but in results for God. EDITORS. Paa;e 3



General Conference Gift Appeal for Hurricane-stricken Victims in Caribbean Region THE AUTUMN COUNCIL o£ the General Conference is always a time of real interest. At this meeting the needs of God's work in all the earth are studied and the budget set for the coming year. How wonderfully the Lord is prospering His cause! This year the largest budget in our history was voted $20,814,801.24. Yet in the midst of the reports of progress a somber note was heard this year as a distressing report came to us from the islands of the Carib bean telling of the frightful loss of life and property resulting from the recent hurricanes that swept that area of the world. Thousands of our dear believers have been stripped of all their earthly possessions. Not only did many of them see their little homes being swept away, but they also watched as their cattle and poultry were blown over the cliffs into the sea. Their vegetable gardens have been destroyed and most of their orchards will have to be replanted. It was a harassing story, and our hearts were deeply moved. Thirty of our church members lost their lives or are missing, while hundreds were seriously injured. Yet despite the report of suffering there was also a note of joy and courage. True, hundreds of homes had been lost, and many church buildings, yet the blessed hope was in their hearts, and to this they clung during those awful hours of agony. A time of tragedy always makes the message of our Lord's imminent return mean more to the believer, yes, more than anything else in all the world. But these sufferers must rehabilitate themselves in some way, and so the appeal came for help. Of course there is to be a worldwide offering for disaster and famine relief next March, but that will be altogether too late to help these suffering ones now. And so to meet this emergency a column for special gifts has been opened in the Review and Herald. Most of our readers have probably noticed this, but we want to call the attention of all our workers to this important appeal. Gifts may be sent to the General Conference, 6840 Eastern Ave., Washington 12, D.C., marked "InterAmerican Hurricane Relief." God will richly bless our people as they come to the aid of their unfortunate brethren.
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The month of December is a time when all the world makes a pilgrim age to Bethlehem; we love to live again the scenes of our Lord's nativity. Yet it was to bring help to the suffering and peace to the distressed that our Lord left the courts of glory, took the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. He became man that He might be able to enter into our heartaches and understand our sorrows. Our cover this month depicts the spirit of Bethlehem in action. Rather than stand at the salute beholding the Bethlehem scene, let us take our place at the side of the road and bind up the wounds of the sufferers. The measure of our love for the Lord is revealed by our actions on the Jericho Road. Instead of lavishing upon ourselves, our relatives, and our nearby friends a plethora of good things at this holiday season, let us share some of our bounty with our believers in need. These stricken ones in the Carib bean are trying to find security again amid the devastation of what they once knew as home. Let us help them. As pastors and leaders we can do much to encourage our members to respond to this appeal. In the final judgment our Lord will say nothing about goals and pro grams, but He will say, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." "When the nations are gathered before Him, there will be but two classes, and their eternal destiny will be determined by what they have done or have neglected to do for Him in the person of the poor and the suffering." The Desire of Ages, p. 637. Our ministry to the destitute and the afflicted is a ministry we render to our Saviour, for He identifies Himself with every suffering soul. So let us encourage our congregations to give, and let us be sure that we set a noble example ourselves. A group of skaters were having a rollicking time when all at once they heard the shrill cry for help. The ice had given way, and one of their number was struggling in the freezing water. Quickly they found a long plank, and reaching it out to him felt that he was safe. But in the excite ment of the moment they had let the plank dip into the icy water. At once the wet end froze, making it so slippery that it was impossible for the drowning man to grip it. Sensing the desperateness of the situation, the poor fellow cried, "Give me the warm end of the plank!" That was what he needed if he was to be rescued. So as we reach out to those in need, let us offer them the "warm end of the plank," warmed by our love and made effective by our united cooperation.
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The Challenge of Bethlehem BEN GLANZER N THE vast community of the universe only one little family went astray. By its own willful choice it took the down ward path that ended in destitution, hun ger, sickness, and death. Then Christ the Majesty of heaven stepped into the breach, gave "back the scepter into the Father's hands," and left His home in glory that He might help the little lost family back into the embrace of God. He, the Com mander of the universe, became the gentle Comforter of a bewildered world. That story is not new. It is as old as history. Yet, although we know so much of the vocabulary of Bethlehem, we seem to sense so little of its real meaning. We tell and retell the story, but what about the Servant-Saviour, the Center of the theme? We display the holly, but what about the humanity and the humility of it all? We exchange our gifts, but what about the great Gift from God's heart of love? We are fascinated by the scintillating tree of Christmas, but what about the sacrificial tree of Golgotha? There is the tinsel, but what of the tenderness hidden in the story? The lights and the glamour of Christmas attract us, but what about the veiled glory of service and sacrifice? It is good to get behind the candles and the carols, behind the gifts and the gaiety, the greetings and the geniality, and sense anew the real object of the story. Its beau tiful simplicity appeals to us, but the love behind it all makes it immortal.



I



How Christ Was Missed



The Son of God came not in the power of a king, but in the helplessness of a babe. He deserved a royal robe, but He was found in swaddling clothes. Later He donned the garb of a common laborer and found His place at the bench of the car penter. Instead of a throne, a manger; in place of a palace, a crude barn. His advent was heralded not to the religious leaders of the day, but to humble shepherds guarding their flocks. He might have been welcomed by families of renown. Instead, that honor was given to the beasts of the stall. He might have been born into a family of Page 6



wealth and culture. Instead, He took His place on the level of the poor. "By becoming poor He could sympathize with the poor. His humanity could touch their humanity and help them to gain the perfection of right habits and a noble character. . . . He became one with humanity, a partaker of their sufferings and afflic tions." Welfare Ministry, pp. 25, 26.



What condescending love! What humil ity! Martin Luther in his own inimitable way expressed it in these words: "When I am told that God became man, I can follow the idea, but I just do not understand what it means. For what man, if left to his natural promptings, if he were God, would humble himself to lie in the feedbox of a donkey?" ROLAND H. BAINTON, Here I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther (1950 ed.), p. 223.



The majority of the priests and men of importance missed Him at the manger be cause of the manner in which He came. "They had no true conception of His mis sion. . . . Thus the way was prepared for them to reject the Saviour." The Desire of Ages, pp. 29, 30. He did not stay in the manger, nor in His home of poverty. Leaving the toiler's bench He bade His disciples, "Follow me." Follow Him into what? Follow Him into the hovels of the Judean villages and the crowded alleys of ancient Jerusalem, follow Him to the beds of the sick and the suffering, to the side of the downtrodden and discouraged. Walk with Him until you stand face to face with the degraded, the uncouth, the demented, the demon-possessed. Could this really be the Messiah? Surely He was to do more important work than this. Would not the Messiah associate with the learned rabbis, compliment them on their meticulous rites and ceremonies, tell them what good men they were, what a great work they were doing, and what a glorious future was theirs in the new king dom? Why should the long-looked-for One waste His time with such unattractive tasks? And so religion outlawed Him. The church, the community, the nation, went on its busy way, passed Him by, THE MINISTRY



"wrote Him off," and thus missed Him. And terrible was the doom that followed! Even John the Baptist a type of the fore runners of Christ's second coming "did not understand the nature of Christ's king dom. He expected Jesus to take the throne of David; and as time passed, and the Saviour made no claim to kingly authority, John became perplexed and troubled." Ibid., p. 215. The tidings John's dis ciples brought of Christ's simple, unob trusive activities, and the doubts they ex pressed, had their effect. He sent them back to Christ with the question, "Art thou he that should come, or do we look for an other?" (Matt. 11:3). "If John, the faithful forerunner, failed to discern Christ's mission, what could be expected from the self-seeking multitude?" —Ibid., p. 216. Christ did not immediately answer their question. But as they stood and watched and wondered at His silence they saw and heard a great deal as Christ ministered to the needy, the suffering, the helpless. They bore the report to John. In his mind he re viewed the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1, 2 and was satisfied. With John we need to review that prophecy frequently until we see clearly and beyond all question that the evidence of Christ's divinity "was seen in its adaptation to the needs of suffering hu manity. His glory was shown in His con descension to our low estate." Ibid., p. 217. The Stumbling Block Today



What is our conception of His mission for our day? Were we to see the same Life lived again in a twentieth-century setting, we too would probably miss Him. "Men acknowledge Christ in history, while they turn away from the living Christ. Christ in His word calling to self-sacrifice, in the poor and suffering who plead for relief, in the righteous cause that in volves poverty and toil and reproach, is no more readily received today than He was eighteen hun dred years ago." Ibid., p. 56.



The experience of the good Samaritan is really part of the Christmas story when we see it in the light of Bethlehem and Calvary. And it presents to us a test as soul searching as any that faced the people of God in the days between Bethlehem and Calvary. The story has a special meaning for de nominational workers, for two of its prin cipals were ministers in the cause of God. DECEMBER, 1955



The priest and the Levite were return ing from an exalted worship service. To officiate at such a service, or to take part in it, was truly a great honor. But on their way home they met the challenge of a man in need. To stoop to help a stranger was below their dignity. They did not real ize that in the form of this beaten and bruised unfortunate, weltering in his own blood by the road, God had planted a dis guised opportunity for them to show whether their worship at the Temple had touched their hearts. Was their service in His cause doing anything for their souls? They missed their opportunity. But they were not considered bad men. They were merely following the accustomed pat tern. The Jews had even divested the Sab bath of all love, sympathy, and service, severely censuring Christ for His acts of benevolence performed on that day.



All Heaven Watched . . . Is Watching The centuries have made no difference. Heaven is just as interested in the deeper attitude of our souls today as when the Son o£ God was born at Bethlehem. "The angels . . , watched to see how the people of God would receive His Son, clothed in the garb of humanity. . . . With amazement the heavenly messengers beheld the indifference of that people whom God had called to communicate to the world the light of sacred truth."—The Desire of Ages, pp. 43, 44. And heaven watched the priest and the Levite on the Jericho road— "All heaven watched as the Levite passed down the road, to see if his heart would be touched with human woe. As he beheld the man he was con victed of what he ought to do; but ... it was not an agreeable duty. . . . Claiming to be an expositor of the law, to be a minister in sacred things, he yet passed by on the other side." "God brought the priest along that way in order that with his own eyes he might see a case that needed mercy and help; but the priest, though holding a holy office, whose work it was to bestow mercy and to do good, passed by on the other side. His character was exhibited in its true nature before the angels of God. For a pretense he could make long prayers, but he could not keep the principles of the law in loving God with all his heart and his neighbor as himself."—Welfare Ministry, p. 47. And heaven is watching today— "Angels are waiting to see if we embrace op portunities within our reach of doing good—wait ing to see if we will bless others, that they in their turn may bless us."—Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 28.
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"Many today are making a similar mistake. . . . There are those who would think it lowering to their dignity to minister to suffering humanity. Many look with indifference and contempt upon those who have laid the temple of the soul in ruins. Others neglect the poor from a different motive. They are working, as they believe, in the cause of Christ, seeking to build up some worthy enterprise. They feel that they are doing a great work, and they cannot stop to notice the wants of the needy and distressed. In advancing their supposedly great work they may even oppress the poor. They may place them in hard and trying circumstances, deprive them of their rights, or neglect their needs. Yet they feel that all this is justifiable because they are, as they think, advancing the cause of Christ." Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 382, 383.



"The Great Final Test"



Will we truly put on Christ? By the grace of God will we bring more genuine love into our service as workers? Or do we hesi tate to emulate His humble service, His self-effacing humility, His benevolent life?



missionary work," in all it comprehends, stretches far beyond the bounds of pro fessional medical service. It embodies all acts of mercy, benevolence, and disinter ested kindness, as well as medical ministry. "Years ago I was shown that God's people would be tested upon this point of making homes for the homeless; that there would be many without homes in consequence of their believing the truth. ... I have been shown more recently that God would specially test His professed people in reference to this matter. Christ for our sakes became poor. . . . He made a sacrifice that He might provide a home for pilgrims . . . even an heavenly. Shall those who are subjects of His grace . . . refuse, or even feel reluctant, to share their homes with the homeless and needy? Shall we, who are disciples of Jesus, refuse strangers an entrance to our doors?" Testi monies, vol. 2, pp. 27, 28.



The challenge of Bethlehem is no makebelieve test. It is real and pertinent to our time. Luther saw it clearly, and preached it with forceful vigor. Listen:



"The truth for this time, the third angel's mes sage, is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, (mean ing with increased power), as we approach the great final test. This test must come to the churches in connection with true medical missionary work, a work that has the great Physician to dictate and preside in all it comprehends."—ELLEN G. WHITE, "Loma Linda Messages," p. 62. (Emphasis sup plied.)



"The inn was full. No one would release a room to this pregnant woman. She had to go to a cow stall and there bring forth the Maker of all crea tures because nobody would give way. Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem! The inn ought to have been burned with brimstone, for even though Maryhad been a beggar maid or unwed, anybody at such a time should have been glad to give her a hand. There are many of you in this congregation who think to yourselves: 'If only I had been there! How quick I would have been to help the Baby! I would have washed his linen. How happy I would have been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the manger!' Yes, you would! You say that because you know how great Christ is, but if you had been there at that time you would have done no better than the people of Bethlehem. Childish and silly thoughts are these!" Here I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther, p. 354.



A careful study of the Spirit of prophecy reveals the fact that the term "medical



Childish and silly thoughts! And why? Let Luther continue:



"Love to others is putting on the Lord Jesus Christ; it is walking and working with the invisible world in view. We are thus to keep looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith." Welfare Ministry, p. 49.



Heaven is watching today with a tender regard, hoping that the people of God will not repeat the tragedy of long ago. The test of Bethlehem is still a test today.



Where Jesus Walks Today



"Why don't you do it now? You have Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve him, for what you do to your neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ himself." Ibid.



"Many feel that it would be a great privilege to visit the scenes of Christ's life on earth, to walk where He trod, to look upon the lake beside which He loved to teach, and the hills and valleys on which His eyes so often rested. But we need not go to Nazareth, to Capernaum, or to Bethany, in order to walk in the steps of Jesus. We shall find His footprints beside the sickbed, in the hovels of poverty, in the crowded alleys of the great city, and in every place where there are human hearts in need of consolation. In doing as Jesus did when on earth, we shall walk in His steps."—The De sire of Ages, p. 640.



May it never be necessary for the Saviour to say to any of us, " 'I was a stranger' in the twentieth century 'and ye took me not in. ... Depart from me.' " Thank God that there will be many on that day who will be surprised to know that the cup of cold water, which in all kindness they have placed in the hands of a stranger, has actually quenched the thirst of Christ, that in comforting the sick they have also brought comfort to His great heart, that in visiting those in prison they have
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brought cheer to the Majesty of heaven Himself. They have somehow learned that we "cannot come in touch with divinity without coming in touch with humanity." Christ's Object Lessons, p. 384. The True Glory of the Final Triumph



In the climax of the ages, when Christ finally triumphs over the hosts of evil, the whole world is to be "lightened with his glory." And what will that glory be? Will it be the glory of a world-encircling or ganization, the glory of a mighty line of institutions belting the globe? No! It will be something more real and per sonal. It will be the glory shining forth from the lives of sifted saints reflecting and



demonstrating to all humanity "the glory shining in the face of Jesus," which is "the glory of self-sacrificing love." And in the light shining from Bethlehem and "from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven." The Desire of Ages, p. 20. Then let us meet the challenge of Beth lehem squarely. Let us make this holiday season an opportunity for serving the lowly, the poor, the outcast; and then may we take that spirit into our very lives, into all our service. Smug complacency, comfortable religion, has ever been the curse of the church. But the Lord delights in mercy, in a life overflowing with love, in heart religion.



Conserving Our Membership N.'F. BREWER General Conference Field Secretary



o



of the most serious problems that we face in the Seventh-day Adventist Church today is how to conserve our membership. For the year 1954 in the North American Division, for every thousand received into the church by baptism and profession of faith, 360 were dropped for apostasy or as missing. This is a 36 per cent loss. That is too great a loss! It is not easy for a person to accept this truth. It means an entire change in his life his habits, his eating, his dressing, and his day of rest. It takes much effort, and much anxiety, patience, and prayer. We spend thousands of dollars on our public efforts in our endeavor to win souls. We open the front door of the church wide, but do not close the back door; and many are drifting out. Surely we ought to study this important problem and do something about it! Reasons for Apostasies



Every backslider has what he considers a good reason for his backsliding. While there can be no legitimate reason, here are some of the causes of apostasy: 1. The individual may not have been DECEMBER, 1955



truly converted when he came into the church. There are many people who have a head conviction, but not a heart con version. They believe the truth. They know it is the truth, but it has not changed their lives. It may be that in our eagerness to get people into the church, we have encour aged some to come in without experiencing the new birth. Some time ago a woman wrote a letter to the General Conference. She had a brother whom she was trying to win to the truth. She wanted us to do something about it. This brother had known and observed Adventists for forty years, but evidently he had never seen anything consistent enough in their lives to bring him to accept the message. "If something could be done," wrote this sister, "that we would have a body of converted believers, what an ad vance step that would be in spreading the truth! . . . God bless our ministry and ministers." And then she made a statement I do not like to read: "May we have a more converted ministry who will bring more people to true conversion before bap tizing them." This will give you an idea of how some of our laity are thinking. One of the rea sons why members are going out of the Page 9



church is that they are not truly converted when they come into the church. When trials come they just drift out. 2. Perhaps someone in the church has said something the member did not like. It may have been true or it may have been false. Most of the time it is not said with any intention of hurting or offending. It is generally very small when first uttered, but if that person takes it to heart, it grows and grows, and soon he is drifting out of the church. 3. It may be that some are looking to other members as their example instead of looking to Christ. Then when one of these members sins, he says, "If that is the way Adventists live, then just count me out." If we only realized how we are being watched by other members, by our rela tives, and by the outside world, how careful we would be! But when we realize that we are ever in the presence of God, how much more careful we ought to be. O that God would give us a new awareness of His constant presence with us. How many things would be left undone and how many we would not neglect! 4. Some grow cold and leave the truth because of a lack of prayer and study of the Bible. They think they have no time for secret prayer and for family worship. Their children never hear prayer in the home, except perhaps for the blessing at mealtime. Later the children drift into the world. Then it is that parents with heavy, burdened hearts plead with God for the salvation of their children. At a camp meeting some time ago I spoke on family worship. A woman came to me after the service. She said she had never had family worship in her home. "I am a widow," she said. "I have a daughter thirteen years old, and we are going to begin having family worship tonight." I encouraged her all I could. Next morning she came to me with tears in her eyes. She said, "My daughter refused to have wor ship with me. What can I do?" She was thirteen years too late! But situations like this need not remain hopeless. I wish that something would come into our ministry that would press this matter of family worship back to the churches and back to the people. How can we ex pect our children to grow up in the Chris tian faith without family worship? How can we expect to go through the time of trouble successfully if we do not prepare Page 10



for it? The Catholics have a slogan, "Fam ilies that pray together, stay together." I think we ought to have as our slogan, "Families that pray together, stay in the truth." 5. Members marry non-Adventists, and their companions lead them away from the church. How many young people we have lost just because of that! Ought we not to be warning our young people not only that marriage with unbelievers brings "shad ows" that "are never lifted," but that "to connect with an unbeliever is to place yourself on Satan's ground. You grieve the Spirit of God and forfeit His protection"? Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 364, 365. 6. Some members do not think they get the spiritual food they need when they come to church. How many church mem bers give as an excuse for not going to prayer meeting, "I do not really get much help when I go." Fellow workers, let us make our services such that the members will feel they are missing something good if they are not there. 7. Some are tempted by Satan and fall. They go into worldliness. They lose their spiritual interest. Unless someone goes after them and tries to win them back when they first show a lack of interest and neglect coming to church, they are lost to the church. There are two classes of backsliders. One is illustrated by the prodigal son and the lost sheep. The prodigal son knows he is lost. That sheep knows it is lost, but it does not know its way back. Then there is the other class illustrated by the lost coin. The lost coin is unconscious and unconcerned about its loss; but it is still silver. And we have to work with those two classes. Preventing Apostasies



How we may prevent many apostasies: 1. Make sure inquirers thoroughly know Bible doctrines as taught by Seventh-day Adventists. 2. Let them prove by their lives that they have experienced the new birth and are truly converted before baptism. Too many are "in the church but not of it."



"For a minister to try to create an impres sion that he is clever while at the same time trying to point up Jesus an all-suffi cient Saviour is both an incongruity and an impossibility." THE MINISTRY



3. At the first indication of losing inter est or nonattendance at church services, either visit the backsliders yourself or ar range for others to visit and encourage them. 4. Train older members to extend a warm welcome to new church members and visitors. C. L. Torrey told of an experience he had some time ago. He was away from home. He went into a church, saw an empty seat, and went to sit down. A woman said to him, "This seat is reserved." He tried again. "I am saving this seat for someone." He tried three seats, but all were reserved. Then he went to the back of the church and sat down. After the service he went out. Not one soul spoke to him. No body knew him. Suppose he had been a non-Adventist coming for the first time to our church! 5. Let us emphasize and hold up before the people the real privileges of being a church member. Let us impress upon our converts the fact that in entering this church they become a part of the great Advent Movement that encircles the world. To be a member of God's remnant church what a fellowship! What a source of spiritual power! What a joy and sense of security! One writer has put it this way: "Make membership mean much." Reclaiming Former Members



Now when members grow cold and leave the church, or are dismissed, how are we going to win them back? How did Christ win them back? You remember the story of the lost sheep. When the lost sheep was found, what did the shepherd do? Did he take his staff and strike it and say, "You naughty sheep, you caused me so much trouble; I have searched hours to find you, and you have strayed away from the flock. Why didn't you stay with the flock?" No. When he found that sheep he took it right into his arms. He bound up its wounds. He just pressed that sheep against his heart. How careful we ought to be in winning back the straying sheep of God's flock, to



"Is the sermon done?" a man was asked as he came out o£ a church on Sunday. "No, the sermon is not done," he replied. "It has been preached, but it remains yet to be done."—Calvary Messenger.
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make them understand that God loves them, and that the church really cares when they stray out of the fold of Christ. How much is a soul worth? What did it cost to redeem that soul? It was the very life of our Saviour. Surely souls that cost so much ought not to be treated with cold ness and contempt. Why did the Lord use a sheep to il lustrate His tender care for His children? Because the sheep is one of the most help less of animals. When it gets lost it can't find its way back. And when a sinner is lost it is very hard for him to find his way back. We must go after the lost sheep and not say like some spiritual shepherds, "Oh, if it comes back I'll open the door of the sheepfold and let it in, but I won't go after it." In China I visited one of our former members. I had not seen him for a long time, for I had not been in that part of China. He used to be one of our most efficient preachers. I found out where he lived and went over and rapped on the door. A voice said, "Come in." When I entered he quickly put his hand behind him. I sat down and talked with him; he recognized me right away. I didn't say any thing about his hand going behind him, but I knew why he did it. He had been smoking a cigarette and didn't want me to know it. After we had talked a while I had prayer with him. He rose with tears in his eyes, and said, "You are the first Seventhday Adventist who has crossed my thresh old for twenty years." And he lived within a mile of our church. Fellow worker, I wonder how many there are within a mile of your church that were once members and have not been visited for twenty years? When I left he came out to the gate with me. In parting he said, "I have gone astray a long way. I know this truth. I was once a preacher. I have thought many times of forsaking my wayward, evil ways, and giv ing my heart to Christ again and returning to the church. But," he continued, "I do not think they want me back in the church. I do not think I would be welcome." And the sad fact is that too many self-satisfied church members today actually do not want those who have once backslidden to come back into the church, even though they are repentant. In the parable of the prodigal son we have not only the wayward son but also the elder brother. You remember what he Page 11



said. "No, 1 am not coming to your feast. If that backslidden brother is there, you won't find me there." This is what Sister White says: "The return of the prodigal son was a source of the greatest joy. The complaints of the elder brother were natural, but not right. Yet this is frequently the course that brother pursues toward brother. There is too much effort to make those in error feel where they have erred, and to keep reminding them of their mistakes. Those who have erred need pity, they need help, they need sympathy. They suffer in their feelings, and are frequently desponding and discouraged. Above everything else, they need free forgiveness." Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 104.



In some of our churches today there are members who manifest the elder brother's attitude and spirit toward those who have wandered from Christ. There is a work that must be done with these members to pre pare them to extend a warm, hearty wel come, and to receive repentant ones back into church fellowship. "There is need of shepherds who. under the di rection of the Chief Shepherd, will seek for the lost and straying. This means the bearing of physical discomfort and the sacrifice of ease. It means a tender solicitude for the erring, a divine compassion and forbearance. It means an ear that can listen with sympathy to heartbreaking recitals of wrong, of degradation, of despair and misery." Gospel Workers, p. 184.



When we go to a backslider let us listen with sympathy to what he has to say. Let us not argue with him. He has his reasons for being outside the church. It may be that somebody has done something that has of fended him. Let us say we are sorry that it happened. After he has told you his whole story he will feel better. Do not condemn him. Do not tell him that the other person was right. It may well be he was wrong. "If you see one whose words or attitude shows that he is separated from God, do not blame him. It is not your work to condemn him, but come close to his side to give him help. Consider the humility of Christ, and His meekness and lowliness, and work as He worked, with a heart full of sancti fied tenderness." Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 125. "O the lack of deep, soul-touching sympathy for the tempted and the erring! O for more of Christ's spirit, and for less, far less, of self!" Christ's Object Lessons, p. 192. "We need more of Christlike sympathy; not merely sympathy for those who appear to us to be faultless, but sympathy for poor, suffering, strug gling souls, who are often overtaken in fault, sinning and repenting, tempted and discouraged. We are to go to our fellow men, touched, like our merciful
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High Priest, with the feeling of their infirmities." The Ministry of Healing, p. 164. "While very sensitive to the least blame in regard to their own course, many are too severe in dealing with those whom they suppose to be in error. No one was ever reclaimed from a wrong position by censure and reproach; but many are thus driven further from the right path, and led to harden their hearts against conviction. A spirit of kindness, a courteous, forbearing deportment, may save the erring, and hide a multitude of sins." Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 519, 520. "Until the judgment you will never know the influence of a kind, considerate course toward the inconsistent, the unreasonable, the unworthy." The Ministry of Healing, p. 495.



You will notice that three classes are mentioned in this statement: "The incon sistent, the unreasonable, the unworthy." And yet we ought to be kind to even these. "When we meet with ingratitude and betrayal of sacred trusts, we are roused to show our contempt or indignation. This the guilty expect; they are prepared for it. But kind forbearance takes them by surprise, and often awakens their better impulses, and arouses a longing for a nobler life." Ibid.



That is the way to win them back. God is giving a special invitation to backsliders to come back. "The Lord is giving the erring, the weak and trembling, and even those who have apostatized from the truth, a special call to come fully into the fold. But many have not learned that they have a special duty to go and search for these lost sheep." Life Sketches, p. 187. "The love of God still yearns over the one who has chosen to separate from Him, and He sets in operation influences to bring him back to the Fa ther's house. ... A golden chain, the mercy and compassion of divine love, is passed around every imperiled soul." Christ's Object Lessons, p. 202. "Although a man may have sunk to the very depths of sin, there is a possibility of saving him. Many have lost the sense of eternal realities, lost the similitude of God, and they hardly know whether they have souls to be saved or not. They have neither faith in God nor confidence in man. But they can understand and appreciate acts of practical sympathy and helpfulness." Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 259.



While there is life, there is hope. We are not to give up working for those who may seem to be beyond hope. "All the resources of heaven are at the command of those who are seeking to save the lost. Angels will help you to reach the most careless and the most hardened." Christ's Object Lessons, p. 197.



No matter how degraded or sinful a person may be, we are to see in every human being one for whom Christ died. THE MINISTRY



We are to visualize the sinner transformed by the power of God. "The Lord wants His people to follow other methods than that of condemning wrong, even though the condemnation is just. He wants us to do something more than to hurl at our adversaries charges that only drive them farther from the truth. The work which Christ came to do in our world was not to erect barriers, and constantly thrust upon the people the fact that they were wrong. He who expects to enlighten a deceived people must come near to them and labor for them in love. He must become a center of holy influence." Gospel Workers, p. 373.



Why is it that we do not now see large numbers accepting this truth and coming into the church? What is hindering the work of the Lord? "The Lord does not now work to bring many souls into the truth, because of the church members who have never been converted and those who were once converted but who have backslidden." Tes timonies, vol. 6, p. 371. "We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to watch for souls as they that must give an account." —Ibid., p. 62.



My dear fellow workers, would to God that I could say something that would stir our hearts and impress upon each worker the duty of seeking out those who have once known this blessed truth, but who have strayed away from God and the church. Let us make this our first work.



Let us seek out those who have grown cold and indifferent and bring them back into the warm atmosphere of fellowship in the church. They are just as precious as others who have never heard this truth. Let us really do something about this! You will be surprised to find how many really want to come back into the church but think nobody cares and that they are not welcome or wanted. Let us not con stantly remind them of their mistakes, but let us show by our sympathetic, understand ing attitude that we do love them and want them to return to the church. Let us inspire in them new hope and a longing to come back. The Lord is married to the backslider and calls him to return, promising to heal his backslidings. "Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever" (Jer. 3:12). "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him" (Hosea 14:4). May God give us such a compelling bur den for those who have once known this truth, but who have left their first love and strayed away, that we will not rest satisfied until they return to the fold.



Bless Me Also BY A MINISTER



PART II



J



UVENILE delinquency has become al most a household word in some quar ters in recent years. But some outstand ing leaders in the field of education feel that juveniles often become delinquent because of delinquent parents. It is right that children should be trained and taught how to live. But God's Word prophesies a reformation in the home, beginning with the father and mother: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the chilDECF.MBER, 1955



dren, and the heart of the children to their fathers" (Mal. 4:5, 6). We are the Elijah people. Should we not be asking, "How shall we order the child?" What Does the Boy Want?



"An absent-minded professor, feeling anxious about his wife, visited the hospital where she was awaiting the birth of their child. Armed with a book, he ensconced himself comfortably in the waiting room armchair. He had been reading for some time and was completely absorbed when a smiling nurse entered the room. 'It's a boy,' she announced. Annoyed at the inTage 13



terruption, the professor gruffly exclaimed: 'Ask him what he wants!' "We laugh at the professorial absentmindedness; but, on second thought, is not the inquiry that he suggests the one funda mental question that the whole world needs to put today in this supreme world crisis in human relations?" W. K. ANDERSON, The Minister and Human Relations, p. 150. Yes, what does the boy want? At birth, as a babe? In childhood, in adolescence, and in youth? In manhood? He wants good human relationships with parents, playmates, teachers; with his buddies, his brothers and sisters, and later with a lover and wife; and with other adults. If these relationships are right, the chances are that he will develop into a successful man, father, and workman. In the psychic sense the child is certainly father to the man. The first impressions that a babe receives pinpoint a blueprint for the development of the whole life. If love is expressed to the child by the par ents in fact, by all who have to deal with this little life very probably the emo tional development will be in a straight line. But if hate instead of love is registered in the soul, the impress will set up tensions in the young life that, together with mani festations of anger, fear, selfishness, et cetera, cause the emotional pattern to be disfigured by many detours and deviations from the ideal straight line. Yes, it is seri ous business, this business of parenthood too serious for any but a true, loving Christian. Scientists now know that the human being was created to worship God, that above all man was created as a social being, fit to hold communion with God and with his fellow men. Being social in nature, the child and the adult also looks outside of himself to find his own importance. He turns to parents, teachers, and friends for the answer. If that answer is satisfactory, the effect is pleasant, and a good adjust ment is made in the life of the child. But if the child's efforts are sneered at and despised, the result is nothing short of calamitous for his development. The child's whole life is emotionally tuned. By social contacts and association with others the child adjusts himself to life and reality. Those social contacts, right or wrong, leave an indelible influence that may be as lasting as life itself. If the social Page 14



contacts bring gratifying responses, there are no retrogressions, recessions, or detours in the emotional development of the child. But if those social contacts are hostile, his whole being is overpowered with different tensions, each one looking for its proper release. Failing in this, there will inevi tably be a turning to various escape mecha nisms, any of which mean maladjustment. For example, here is a boy whose brother is always bullying him. He be littles him before his friends and misrepre sents him to their parents. This results in lifelong evil for both boys. The boy in question develops, among other character traits, an inferiority complex. He will al ways have to struggle against this weakness imagining that he is thought to be in ferior to others. This is a lasting tragedy, which all of us should seek to eliminate from the lives of our children. What about the other boy? He develops a superiority complex, which demonstrates itself in a lifelong mania for power. He wants always to have the upper hand, is selfish, proud, arrogant, and boastful. If he has friends, he uses them for his per sonal advancement. And when, if ever, he gets into God's work, those who have the misfortune of being his fellow workers suf fer because of his hard and heartless atti tude toward life. It should be added right here that true conversion may markedly change for the better even the grossest of men. But true conversions are all too rare these days to eliminate all the bad actors even from the ranks of our workers. In the normal life of man God intended that every emotion should have its legiti mate and adequate expression. Otherwise, emotional tensions are built up that are not released properly, and a maladjusted person is the sure result though the in dividual himself may never know why. "Sickness of the mind prevails every where. Nine tenths of the diseases from which men suffer have their foundation here." Counsels on Health, p. 324. Yes, the Lord tells us that nine tenths of all sickness originates in the mind, and all because of improper thinking. Arthur L. Bietz says: "A man could retire nicely in his old age if he could dispose of his experience for what it cost him."
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"Hospitals for the emotionally and mentally ill are overcrowded; new additions are being built, but the demand for care exceeds the available re sources. If the present rate of increase continues, one out of every twenty young people in our schools and colleges will at some time in his life be hos pitalized for mental and emotional sickness. It is also estimated that one out of every twelve persons in our land is suffering from a major emotional disturbance which handicaps normal living. "Estimates such as these show the extent of the problem with which we have to deal. Human beings may rightly be stamped 'Fragile,' 'Handle with care.'" Pulling Life Together, p. 10. (Italics sup plied.)



Yes, human beings are fragile, and ought to be handled with care. Because they are not handled with care, many are sick, and many others are sorrowing, and living a miserable and wretched existence. Jesus is waiting for His character of love to be reproduced in the lives of His disciples. When that is done He will come but oh, how much there is to be done in human relations before He can come! We need to learn to live the love life in our homes, in the church, and at the office. Everyone with whom we make social con tact should be blessed by our presence. Bless Me Also



When we think of human relations and of the cries of human anguish ascending to God on every side, there comes to mind the story of Isaac and Rebekah. Both of them showed favoritism in the home to a chosen son: Isaac to Esau and Rebekah to Jacob. When Jacob stole the birthright blessing from Esau, tensions rose to the breaking point. Isaac told Esau that he had blessed his brother Jacob. "And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father" (Gen. 27:34). It almost overpowers us when strong men weep. And why did Esau weep? Be cause he wanted a blessing. And don't we all want a blessing? Every one of us wants to be blessed and to be appreciated. But how many of us know that we have our father's or our supervisor's blessing? Esau spoke the language of millions when he said, "Hast thou but one blessing, "Christian experience does not patch up a life or merely improve it; it makes a life over."
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my father?" (verse 38). How many ad ministrators have but one blessing to give? Esau did not deserve as much blessing as Jacob, but he did deserve some blessing for his good points for a man always has some good points. Even to hardhearted Pharaoh this truth applied. You will re member that he said to Moses, "Go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. . . . And be gone; and bless me also" (Ex. 12:31, 32). Every one of us wants a blessing. Every one of us needs to know whether we have the blessing of our father or our em ployer. We are all social beings, and look outside of ourselves to find the approba tion and appreciation of our work to see it expressed at least in some way by our fellow laborers and our friends. Good worker relationships and all oth ers are social relationships that proceed best when there is mutual understanding of one another and of one another's prob lems. Let us listen as Isaiah says it, "That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together" (Isa. 41:20). Doing everything together seeing, knowing, considering, and understanding life's prob lems together what a wonderful goal and ideal in all our social contacts, all our fel lowship! May God give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to understand. If we had more of this communal "We" feeling, we would get over some of our "I" trouble. Our "social" God said, "Let us make man in our image" (Gen. 1:26). We are to be fellow laborers together with God and our fellow men in the grand adventure of saving men. This work re quires a deep and sympathetic human in sight, feeling, and understanding. Sympathy means feeling for someone else like the benefactor in the good Sa maritan story. Science has now coined a new word meaning to feel with somebody. The word is empathy. Who does that word make you think of? We think of Jesus, who lived with the people, thinking with their minds, feeling with their hearts, see ing with their eyes, hearing with their ears, suffering with their emotions. He shared with them their joys and carried their sor rows. He was wounded for their transgres sions and was bruised for their iniquities. The chastisement of their peace was upon Him, and with His stripes they were healed. That was true empathy. He felt and suffered with them. "In all their affliction Page 15



he was afflicted" (Isa. 63:9). He lived to bless others. O that we might follow His example in all our social contacts as we too endeavor to live with the people! Would that our every social call might be a "bless me" visit! "What Shall We Do?"



"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent" (Acts 2:37, 38). Rom Landau says that "the path of almost every life is strewn with the wreck age of relationships that leave in us noth ing but a sense of frustration, or the bitter taste born of shame." Human Relations, p. 14. Certainly we have cause to repent of our lack of human kindness. If courtesy were added to sanctification, we would have one hundred converted where now we have one. (See Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 189.) "Now, brethren and sisters, we want the iron taken out of our souls, and we want it taken out of our manner of work." Welfare Ministry, p. 90. "He [God] watches to see if you will manifest compassion to those with whom you associate." Counsels on Stewardship, p. 164.



Little have we realized that "it is through the social relations that Christi anity comes in contact with the world." The Ministry of Healing, p. 496. Our in fluence "is constantly telling upon society." Counsels to Parents and Teachers, p. 84. "The worker who manifests a lack of courtesy, who shows impatience at the ig norance or waywardness of others, who speaks hastily or acts thoughtlessly, may close the door to hearts so that he can never reach them." The Ministry of Healing, p. 157. (Italics supplied.) Evident it is that repentance is in order! But what else shall we do? What of the future? Not long ago I was talking to a friend about the factors entering into the success of a worker, and he stated that in his opin ion success depended 25 per cent on tech nical preparation and 75 per cent on being able to get along with people. And the fact is that statistics give figures almost that high. We must, therefore, do some thing about human relations do some thing to help all of us to get along to gether. Since science has come to our rescue Page 16



with courses in human relations, it would naturally follow that just as soon as practi cable the denomination would do well to make large-scale plans to give in our in stitutions and among our workers in gen eral the training that the times demand. This might be followed up by suitable instruction in our churches. And graded hu man-relations instruction could be incor porated in the curriculum of all our schools, from kindergarten up to the highest level. Some of the world's largest business firms are already quite advanced in human relations from a commercial point of view. (See "Are You the New Executive Type?" Reader's Digest, April, 1954). And some religious organizations are doing notable work in this field, particularly the Method ists. (See W. K. Anderson, loc. cit.) A certain well-known denomination states that two thirds of their ministers have been in their present field of labor for two years or less, and therefore do not grow as they should. They work in one place for a few months and then "flee to the next" before their problems can catch up with them. The scene is not unfamiliar in our own ranks, and there is resulting damage to the worker and to the work no stability being developed in either. If the worker would stay put for a while, meet the problems that his way of laboring produces, and conquer himself at the same time he is conquering his problems, with the guidance of understanding superiors, it would be the saving of a worker, of his work, and of organization funds. It may be that the hearts of the church members would be turned toward the pastor, and the heart of the pastor toward the mem bers, as thereafter they associate together in understanding Christian fellowship and service. Our greatest need is for cooperative fel lowship with Christ and with one another in service. Let us unite in the developing and the implementing of a global humanrelations program of peace and under standing that will make ready a people that all men will recognize as Jesus' dis ciples, because they "have love one to another." "Faith is the pencil o£ the soul that pic tures heavenly things."—Thomas Burbridge. THE MINISTRY



News and Announcements



Possible Reprints of "Sons of Strangers" Series DURING 1955 we published a number of articles in THE MINISTRY stressing the foundation of true heart religion as outlined in Isaiah 58. The response to these articles has been most favorable even enthu siastic and the suggestion has been made that these be made available in reprint form. Hence we are giving study to bringing out a reprint compila tion of these articles in mimeographed form. This reprint compilation would contain the fol lowing articles: 1. "What Is True Religion?" two editorials dis cussing "pure religion and undefiled," based on James 1:27, Isaiah 58, and the Spirit of prophecy. 2. "Importance of Isaiah 58." There are more ref erences to Isaiah 58 in the Spirit of prophecy than to any other single chapter in the Bible. This brief item outlines "the kind of ministry that will bring life into the churches." Welfare Minisliy, p. 29. 3. "The Ministry of Benevolence," a series of outstanding quotations from the Spirit of prophecy which ran in two installments in the August and September issues. 4. "Sons of Strangers Shall Build Up Thy Walls," the series of five articles from the pen of J. Lee Neil, appearing in THE MINISTRY from May through September. 5. "Church Suppers and Bake Sales," by Ben Glanzer, stressing some definite cautions in various fund-raising methods. 6. "The Challenge of Bethlehem," this month's lead article on page 6, stressing how Christ was missed by the church at His first advent and how He may be missed the second time by those who overlook the benevolent ministry of love in their lives in this twentieth century. 7. "And We Call It Sacrifice," an editorial scheduled for the January, 195G, issue of THE MIN ISTRY. It has been suggested that some pastors would want to use copies of such a compilation to circulate among their church officers when launching a church or school building program or some similar project. Other workers will want the compilation so that they can have these related articles together in one unit for further study and future reference. We want to know whether there will be sufficient demand to warrant the expense of bringing out this compilation. Let us know whether you would want such a compilation and how many copies you might use. Your letter would not constitute an order. You may place your order when and if it is announced that the compilation is ready. The price will not be more than one dollar. Address, Ministerial Associa tion, General Conference of SDA, Washington 13, D.C. Please see " 'Sons of Strangers' Series Appreci ated," on page 30 in this issue. DECEMBER, 1955



About One of Our Advertisers A RECENT news item carries some unique informa tion about one of our advertisers: "One of the very few firms in the United States that specializes in the rebinding of Bibles is the Norris Bookbinding Company of Greenwood, Mis sissippi. Their service is used by more than 200 book stores, and Bibles have been received from every State in the Union and many foreign coun tries. Some of the most difficult jobs handled are Bibles that have been soaked in water or have gone through a fire. Others are badly broken, torn, and with all the pages loose. Almost invariably these can be rebound and placed in fair condition. The oldest Bible the firm has worked on is one printed about 1690." The Norris Bookbinding Company ad appears regularly in THE MINISTRY in the classified section. See page 46.



Spirit of Prophecy Reprints on "The Influence of Diet" IN FIVE consecutive issues of THE MINISTRY, from January to May, 1955, there appeared a series of Spirit of prophecy compilations on "The Influence of Diet," under the following headings: Part I: "Diet and Physical Health." Part II: "Diet and Mental and Moral Health." Part III: "Diet and Spiritual Health." Part IV: "Blessings Promised to Diet Reformers." Part V: "Health Messages to Workers and Lead ers." This series is now available in mimeographed form, including all five parts as outlined above. There has already been a considerable demand for these valuable reprints. The price is 50 cents per copy, postpaid. Address your orders to the Minis terial Association, General Conference of SDA, Washington 12, D.C.



UNDERSTANDING



AUGUSTINE, one of the early Fathers, was walking on the ocean shore and pondering over the truth, 'three distinct persons, not separate, but distinct and yet but one God,' and he came upon a little boy who was playing with a seashell, scooping a hole in the sand and then going down to the waves and getting his shell full of water and putting it into the hole he had made. "Augustine said, 'What are you doing, my little fellow?' "The boy replied, T am going to pour the sea into that hole.' " 'Ah,' said Augustine, 'that is what I have been attempting. Standing at the ocean of infinity, I have attempted to grasp it with my finite mind.'" Page 17
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What Christ Risked for the Sabbath ERIC SYME Toko-ma Park, Maryland



[Each weekday morning the General Conference family gathers in our chapel for a fifteen-minute worship before taking up the duties of the day. Recently Eric Syme, who for a number of years en gaged in evangelistic labors in England and who is now pursuing graduate study at American Univer sity in Washington, D.C., was asked to lead out in these periods of morning devotion for one week. His studies were an excellent example of Christ-cen tered teaching and were greatly appreciated by the General Conference family. We are happy to share two of them with the readers of THE MINISTRY. Although these studies were obviously prepared for an Adventist audience, the approach can easily be adapted for evangelistic use. E.G.]
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ROM the time of its creation the Sab bath was intended by God to have a functional purpose in man's life. Both man and woman were created on the sixth day. They were to be a help to each other; they were to provide for each other's social neces sities. The Garden of Eden had already been formed to provide for the physical needs of man. It was to provide him with that type of interesting and creative work best suited for his highest development. At the same time the creation of the tree of knowledge of good and evil -would place on man the necessity of re straint and self-control. He would be forced to exert his mental powers, and govern his body and appetite by his mind. By the end of the sixth day man was provided for socially, physically, and mentally, but not spiritually. On the seventh day the Sabbath was created, blessed, and set apart for this purpose. It had to be above man and not subject to any changes he might want to make in it, for its function involved the matter of worship, and thus only God could control there. At the same time it "was made for man, and not man for the sabbath." By the time of Christ the Jews had lost this concept. The Sabbath had become a burden, a national fetish, an idol anything but what God had intended it to be. It was a barren Page 18



custom fenced in with the most absurd and fanatical restrictions. Consequently it was con stantly being broken, even in the act of ob servance. Far from being an expression and manifestation of the great law of love, it had become the main ground for a constant search for heresy, and a means by which the people were ground underfoot. Six Outstanding Sabbath Acts This factor was thoroughly brought out by the miracle at Bethesda. Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath day (John 5:9). This fact im mediately brought a storm of persecution upon Jesus. The question might be asked, Why did Jesus perform this action of mercy on the Sab bath, knowing as He must have that it would provoke this tremendous weight of opposition? Previously the people had waited until evening before coming to Him to be healed. But He sought this man out and deliberately healed him on the Sabbath, although the man had been in this place for years. Christ's reply to the Jewish attack is truly pregnant with mean ing. "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work" (John 5:17). God's sun shines and His rain falls on the Sabbath. The healing processes operate on the Sabbath just as they do on any other day. If a man breaks a bone, it will con tinue to set on the Sabbath, just as at any other time. In performing this miracle Jesus im plied that He was entering into the same min istry that His Father was constantly carrying forward. They had no answer to this defense, and in the way that small natures will, they immediately shifted the ground of their attack. Now they persecuted Him, not only because He had broken the Sabbath (in their opinion), but because He had made Himself equal with God (John 5:18). The consequences of this miracle were im mediate and disastrous to His work in that region, and changed the tenor of His remaining years. "After these things Jesus walked in GaliTHE MINISTRY



lee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him" (John 7:1). It is quite clear that this homicidal attitude of the Jews arose from this Sabbath issue, for later in this same chapter Jesus asked the people why they sought to kill Him (John 7:19). In the discussion that followed He again tried to explain His position. It is so important that we will quote it at length. "I have done one work, and ye all marvel. Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision . . . and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?" (John 7:21-23).



We have noticed already that because of this constantly growing opposition in Judea, Jesus walked in Galilee. However, it would seem that even here many spies were dogging His steps constantly, to see what He would do on the Sabbath day. It was not long before they found a charge that they could press home to the disciples. To satisfy their hunger the dis ciples had plucked the ears of corn as they pushed their way through the cornfields. With a gesture of contempt toward the disciples the Pharisees said to Him, "Why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?" (Mark 2:24). Jesus immediately protected His disciples with both His personal approval and His de cisive support. It was at this point that He used a most interesting argument. First He reiterated the truth concerning the functional character of the Sabbath. It was made for man, not man for it. Then He drove home an allied truth, and a fresh emphasis from what He had already said. "Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath" (Mark 2:28). The truth had now to be taught that all worship to God must be through the Son of man. Jesus had become man that He might bring men back to God. The Sabbath is an instrument of worship, but even the Sabbath cannot of itself bring a man to God. The Son of God is the focus of all worship, and the only way whereby sinful men can ap proach a holy God. Therefore all things and all functions find their place and their meaning in Him. The Father has made all things sub ject to Him as the Son of man. Thus He is Lord also of the Sabbath day. The circumstances of the account given to us in the third chapter of Mark's Gospel bring to us a very strong supposition that the man with the withered hand had been planted in the synagogue to provide a trap for Him. We are told specifically that "they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath DECEMBER, 195J



day; that they might accuse him" (Mark 3:2). Jesus again met this issue squarely, solidly, and dramatically. He was more than ready to make a test issue from the trap that had been set for Him. First He told the man with the withered hand to stand forth in the midst. Then He again forced before them the question that He first posed to them at the time of the Bethesda incident. "Is it lawful to do good on the sab bath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?" (Mark 3:4). Once again they had no answer to His question. But the actions that they took after He healed the man were as disastrous to His continued ministry in Galilee as the Bethesda incident had been to His min istry in Judea. They "took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might de stroy him" (Mark 3:6). Hitherto He had escaped the gathering malice of the Pharisees in Judea by moving up into Galilee, where they had little power. But now they enlisted the powerful influence of the Herodians in the northern province against Him. The final recorded incidents concerning the Sabbath take place during the last circuitous journey, after Jesus leaves Capernaum by a route concerning which we are not entirely clear, making His way slowly back to Jerusalem, where the final scenes of the passion would take place. It is evident that tremendous pub licity attended this final journey. Seventy dis ciples went forth two and two to announce His coming and to prepare the way for His final ministry in areas that had hitherto been less frequented by Him. Two incidents occurred during the course of this journey. The first was when Jesus healed a woman who for eighteen years had been bent double by some disease. The ruler of the syna gogue then rebuked the perfectly innocent mul titude, telling them that there were six days when they might be healed, without choosing the seventh day. The point is noted by Dr. Farrar that since the woman does not appear to have even asked Jesus to heal her, this ad dress was tantamount to saying either, "You sick people must not come into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, for someone might heal you," or "If anyone wants to heal you on the Sabbath day, then you must decline." It would seem that the Jewish leader did not dare to address his remarks directly to the Lord, thus bringing upon himself the most crushing ex pression of Christ's indignation. "Hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan
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hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?" (Luke 13:15, 16).



The reaction to this statement by Christ is particularly illuminating. "And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him" (verse 17). The remaining incident occurred soon after. Jesus was invited to a feast of the Pharisees. Among the unbidden guests who stood about the room was a man afflicted with dropsy. His prominent position in the room and the keen watchfulness of the Pharisees indicated that he was yet another trap. Jesus once more met the situation boldly by asking them the same ques tion, which they had never yet been able to answer. "Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?" (Luke 14:3). He then again reinforced His point by saying, "Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?" (Luke 14:5). The statement must have made it clear to them that they were regarding prop erty above humanity, and that their alleged piety and religious carefulness were in fact both inconsistent and hypocritical. Why? Why then did Jesus perform these acts of healing on the Sabbath day, deliberately and ostentatiously before many witnesses, when He must have known the storm of opposition that would thus be raised against Him? He knew that it would certainly hinder His ministry, and even bring Him to His death. Why then did He not avoid the Bethesda miracle in the first place? Why did He not refuse to fall into the trap carefully provided by the presence of the man with the withered hand in the syna gogue? The answer is as obvious as the fact that it is so often missed. He was determined that this issue should be thrashed out before the people, whatever the cost to Him personally. He had come to magnify the law and make it honorable. This was the best and most effective way of doing it, even if it was to become one of the contributing factors that brought Him to the cross. But how sheerly fantastic in face of this to say that it was His intention to change the Sabbath, or to do away with it. What a struggle and what a tremendous storm to accomplish nothing at all! If the day and its observance were due soon to pass anyway, why not avoid the issue altogether, in order that more important aspects of His mission might not be impeded? Even a novice in strat egy would have had that much knowledge, but Page 20



our Lord had knowledge not open to ordinary men. No, if men wish to avoid the obligation of observing God's Sabbath, they would be wise not to attack it on this point. It would be far easier to assail the question of the inspiration of the Bible, or to take some other radical line, rather than try to prove the unprovable. It is as clear as anything can be that Jesus staked everything, including His life, in order that He might teach men how the Sabbath should be observed. The importance of the Sabbath must be set against what it cost the Son of God to rescue the jewel from the heaps of rubbish that the men of His nation and time had placed upon it. If Christ dwells in our hearts by His Spirit, we shall value the Sabbath as He valued it. It will be a day of joy and of good works, a day when we shall worship our God, and love and help our fellow men!



Christ and the Law ERIC SYME Takoma Park, Maryland



I



N THE hour of their victory the people of God "sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb" (Rev. 15:3). There is a certain added interest to this fact in view of the present-day attitude in mod ern theological circles toward the writings of Moses. Jesus, on the other hand, always linked up His position and status in a very definite way with the books and writings of Moses the lawgiver. Thus when the final hour of triumph dawns and the plagues are about to be poured out, the triumphant song of the redeemed of God is associated with the victory once achieved by earthly Israel under the leadership of Moses, and also with the victorious mission of the Son of God. It is worth noting that most of the Old Testament revelation was written after Israel had been called from the abject slavery in Egypt. They had walked through the divided waters of the Red Sea, leaving on the vacated shore the drowned remnants of Pharaoh's ar mies. Because of their cowardice, their repinings, and their failure to conquer lusts that had become obsessions, they had wandered for forty weary years through the wastes of the great Arabian Desert. During that time they had received the ten laws of God from the smoking summit of Sinai while the trumpet waxed louder and louder. Finally, only their children entered the Land of Promise. There were five major steps in the story. These might be summarized as follows: THE



1. 2. 3. 4. 5.



The deliverance from bondage The passing through the waters The sojourn in the wilderness The receiving of the law of God The entry into the promised land of Canaan Some Parallels



These same five steps of victory are worked out in the relationship between Jesus and His people. At the time of His birth the angel de clared, "Thou shall call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). He came to deliver His people from a far worse bondage than that of Egypt. At the beginning of His ministry He came to John to be baptized. John the Baptist's message was twofold in its nature. First, it was based upon the well-known Old Testament prophecy: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye to the heart of Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her appointed time is accomplished" (Isa. 40:1, 2, margin). His teach ing was thus based upon the fact that pro phetic time was fulfilled, and that in the full ness of that time the predicted Messiah was about to appear. Second, and growing out of this thought, was the dual emphasis that a highway must be prepared for His coming. Social inequalities were to be leveled out. Crooked practices must cease. The soldiers must no longer oppress the people. The pub lican must end his extortionate practices. The viperous brood of Pharisees and Sadducees must bring forth the evidences of repentance. Even the people must share their scant clothing and food with those who were in greater need than they. What need, however, could Jesus have of John's baptism? His pure soul had never known the soiling touch of sin. No wonder that the desert prophet hesitated. "I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?" It is because of this setting that Christ's answer has the very highest importance. "Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness" (Matt. 3:15). The fulfillment of which Jesus spoke had two points of major importance. First, it looked back to the past. Just as the multitude follow ing Moses had passed through the waters of the Red Sea, out of the bondage of Egypt, so Jesus must go before His people through the waters, which would become the symbol of a death to the old life of servitude to sins and lusts, and the medium of entry into the new life of pil grimage with God. But this action of Jesus also looked forward to the future. The Spirit of DECEMBER, 1955



God abode upon Him in the form of a dove. In His identification of Himself with humanity He necessarily yielded Himself completely to the control of the Holy Spirit. Thus God the Father could dwell in Christ through the Spirit. As the apostle Paul said later, "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself" (2 Cor. 5:19). In the three and a half years that followed, Christ was implicitly guided and con trolled by His Father working through the Spirit. There is a happy diversity in the phrase ology used by Mark and the other two evan gelists with relation to the event that followed. Matthew and Luke write that the Spirit led Him into the wilderness. Mark states it more forcefully "the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness." Both of these aspects taken to gether give the full picture. Jesus was not be ing driven as an animal is driven, yet there is more here than the thought of an impulse of God suggesting to Him that He go into the wilderness. Like a graceful ship in full sail that waits for the right winds to take it across the boundless wastes of water to its ultimate destination, so Jesus, fully surrendered, is driven forward by the winds of the Spirit into this wilderness experience and on into the fruitful ministry that followed those brief, eventful years. His experience in the wilderness, however, was very unlike that of Israel of old. They yielded to the lusts of their flesh, and thus failed when they came to the crisis trial of their faith. But Jesus was gloriously trium phant. Worn, emaciated, hungry, and weary to death, He withstood every temptation that Luci fer could bring against Him. He could say in truth, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me." Far from repining at the providences of God that had led Him to this pass, He could find it in His heart to utter those words of faith in repudiation of the devil's urgings, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." He had seen no manna fall from heaven, but His faith could meet the test and bring Him through successfully. Thus there was a difference in the time of sojourning in the wilderness. Jesus was in that wilderness forty days, but they were there forty years, and only their children survived to see the Prom ised Land. In Numbers 14:34 we find the rea son: "After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years." It was the same when He came to deal with the holy law of God. He did not come to Pas;e 21



abolish it, but to fulfill it to' the uttermost. He was the living embodiment of it, the gra cious and winsome expression of its highest teachings and of its most lovely fulfillment. The principles to which He gave utterance on the peaceful mountain above the shining lake were the principles by which He lived. The difference between the fiery summit of Sinai and the peaceful serenity of the mount of be atitudes was symbolic of the difference that Jesus brought. Since the time of Moses the people had been content to leave the law upon the tables of stone. Now they saw it magnified, lighted up, in the life that Jesus lived. Jesus left no doubt that it was a law that would condemn their sins. He applied it even to their thoughts. But they saw it now in the light of His teaching and His life as something that would not only condemn their sins, but en rich and beautify their characters. It was not only what that law meant to Him, but what it would mean to His followers as He lived out its precepts in their lives by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. How far did the people of that day see the significant parallel of His actions with the be ginnings of their nation? It is certain that not many had eyes to see. Yet there must have been some with an anointed vision. But the people who stand upon the sea of glass in the ultimate hour of victory will sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb, because they will have passed through His fivefold experience of vic tory: (1) They will be delivered from the bondage of sin through His name. (2) They will have passed through the waters of baptism, and, in so doing, died to sin. (3) Through the grace of Christ they will have passed through the wilder ness, gaining the victory over every temptation of the flesh. (4) Jesus will live in their hearts and will work out the principles of His law through them. (5) And finally, their characters perfected, they will cross into the heavenly Canaan, there to walk eternally with Moses, and with the Lamb.
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How to Overcome Evil Habits ROYAL SAGE Takoma Park, Maryland



It is easier to convince people that certain things are wrong than it is to get them to break from these and free themselves from soul-destroying habits. Here are a few techniques that have proved helpful. I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES ON OVERCOMING. A. Emphasize evil habits as cheap tricks of the devil. 1. Pleasures of sin are only for a season (Heb. 11:25) with bitter aftereffects. (We easily hate that which we find has de ceived us.) 2. God will give us permanent pleasures if we let Him (Ps. 16:11). B. Learn to look at a wrong habit as sin or that it actually leads to sin. Sin is anything opposed to God's plan. 1. "To him that knoweth to do good ..." (James 4:17). 2. "If thy right hand offend thee ..." (Matt. 5:30). We must be in earnest and willing to sac rifice to overcome evil reflexes. Only thus can we have victory. C. See that wrong habits amount to slavery to Satan. 1. "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants . . . his servants ye are ... ?" (Rom. 6:16). 2. The Lord wants to set us free. "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). "No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Ps. 84:11). D. Learn the scientific physiological and psycho logical dangers of the wrong habit. 1. Bad habits are a slow suicide in which one is deprived constantly of real vitality. 2. Why be a carbon copy of the unthinking crowd? It is intelligent to change, and many will be envious of one's courage in doing so. E. Remember that at every moment Christ is ready to give all power to overcome "Prayer changes things." 1. "All power is given unto me. . . . Go ye therefore ..." (Matt. 28:18, 19). 2. "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you" (John 16:23). F. Deliberately will to change your outlook. "Look unto me, and be ye saved" (Isa. 45:22). 1. "Set your affection" (Col. 3:2). 2. "Love not the world. . . . The world passeth away, and the lust thereof" (1 John 2:15-17). G. Do not torture yourself trying to taper off. THE MINISTRY



Make a firm decision now. "Now is the accepted time." "Wait" is the devil's slogan. H. Stay away from places and associations where you know temptation will meet you. 1. "Blessed is the man that walketh not . . ." (Ps. 1:1). 2. Find and visit with friends who have overcome. I. Think constructively. There is real power in right thinking. Do not merely ask for strength, but rather thank God He has an swered your prayers. 1. If one realizes he is weak, emphasize that God's grace "is made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:9). 2. Praise God for the continuous victoiy that is yours in Christ. "I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13). 3. Put something in the place of the old habit. 4. Seven devils replace one (Matt. 12:4345). 5. Set aside some time every week for service for God. J. Testify to others that your heart belongs to the Lord and that you have victory in Him. K. The experience of overcoming is a momen tary, hourly, daily experience. Do not let the whole future of the struggle loom up like a mountain. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof" (Matt. 6:34). II. ALCOHOL. A. Show the many texts against wine and strongdrink. 1. Better is "he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city" (Prov. 16:82). 2. No drunkards "shall inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:10).



3. Additional texts. B. Reveal that it is Satan, not God, who dead ens our senses and benumbs our judgment. The senses are God's avenues to the soul. Even on the cross Christ would accept noth ing to benumb His senses. C. Throw away all drink. 1. Place the Bible or Steps to Christ in the very place the liquor was kept, and when tempted, read the promises, claim victory by faith. 2. Stay away from all bars and drinkers. 3. Drink plenty of fruit juices. D. Certain scientific remedies are available to day. Encourage their use. E. Get busy with an active outdoor program, at least after working hours. F. Attend all meetings of the church. HI. TOBACCO. A. God forbade use of poisonous herbs by Israel (Deut. 29:18, margin). B. Expect a struggle, but be willing to resist even unto death (Heb. 12:4; Rev. 2:10).
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However, the breaking of this habit, instead of destroying life, gives one a fuller life. 1. Stop and pray when sorely tempted. 2. Recognize it not only as an impolite and un-Christlike habit, but also as bad stew ardship, robbing God of means whereby souls could be won. 3. Consider also the defilement of God's temple through disease and stupefaction of the brain. 4. Think of the joy of victory steady nerves, healthy body, normal taste, oral cleanli ness, smokeless, pure air in the home. C. Declare yourself on this matter, letting others know of your stand as a Christian. Consider your example in this. D. Use fruit, gum, hard candy when tempted. IV. WRONG AMUSEMENTS DANCE, THEATER, QUES TIONABLE Music. A. Christians are to follow in the steps of Jesus. 1. Question: Do you really want to follow your Lord? Then are you willing to apply test of Philippians 4:8? "Whatsoever things. . . ." 2. Read quotations from non-Adventist sources concerning immoral nature of these amusements. B. Parable of talents is applicable. 1. Time and nervous energy are talents not to be wasted. 2. "She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth" (I Tim. 5:6). C. Satan really has only a few basic bankrupt ideas. 1. No true satisfaction; consider how bored the heart really is with these things. 2. Better and more lasting pleasure and as sociates in church fellowship. D. Incorporate the individual into church fel lowship worship, responsibility, sociability.



V. CONCLUSION. A. Reach a definite decision. 1. Refuse Satan's cheap substitutes for God's way. 2. Flee the tempter; keep off Satan's ground. B. Follow constructive thinking, positive action. 1. Handle problems of evil habits intelli gently; know why habit is wrong. 2. Recognize slavery of forbidden pleasure, its ultimate result. 3. Break off, not taper off (Dan. 4:27). C. Keep occupied with God's work. 1. Joyfully witness for the true, pure, and holy life. 2. Be watchful to maintain good works with constancy of purpose. 3. Help somebody else. Rescue others who are enslaved. .-'/ifr



"In meeting today's perplexities, make yourself a part of the answer, instead of just a part of the problem."—MOREY. Page 23
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Thine Be the Glory
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The keynote of a worldwide advance in metropolitan and pastoral evangelism that was struck at the 1950 General Conference found re-emphasis in the inspira tional meetings of the Ministerial Council at San Francisco in 1954. With the consciousness that the time has came for us to go forward in evangelistic activities with greater zeal, while also strengthening our pastoral labors, came the convic tion that the work of the gospel can be finished only as workers are fully con secrated to the world task under the banner of Prince Emmanuel. Hence the choice of the theme for this great Presession Council, "Thine Be the Glory." The stirring messages and panel discussions of these Ministerial Association meetings have been compiled and brought together in this volume. No worker can read these earnest sermons and review the principles of success in pastoral and evangelistic labors set forth in these lively discussions without catching some thing of the fervor that marked these enthusiastic meetings in San Francisco.



Report of the General Conference Presession Council of the Ministerial Association, 1954.
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The Recovery of Family Life m ELTON AND PAULINE TRUEBLOQD At a time when family life is rapidly disintegrating under the withering in fluence of subtle and destructive forces, (he unaershepherd will diligently pre pare himself to safeguard the homes of his people. In The Recovery of Family Life the -worker will find a fresh and inspiring statement of the sources of family strength. And not only the minister but every family will be enriched by its study. Here is your opportunity to secure a copy, It is earnestly desired that every member of the Ministerial Book Club will read, in conjunction with The Recovery of Family Life, The Adventist Home and/or Child Gmdaneet companion volumes by Ellen G. White.
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A Faith to Proclaim RV JAMES S. STEWART This sequel to Dr. Stewart's vitally provocative book Heralds of God is written with the same power and clearness that have made all the products of his pen. so stimulating. Its burden is to set forth the essential message of basic evangelism rather than the methods of presenting it. Every preacher who reads these penetrating sermons will receive a quickened sense of challenge to forsake what Dr. Stewart calls "innocuous platitudes of a pallid, anaemic Christianity," the "polished novelties of revised versions of the Christian faith," and meet as did the early church the paganisms, half-beliefs, and conBicting philosophies of our times with a message of apostolic faith and fervor.
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t the four volumes of the 1955 MINISTERIAL BOOK CLUB can bring into your personal life and into



ic of God.



QUARTER SELECTION—THINE BE THE GLORY



OND QUARTER SELECTION—THE RECOVERY OF FAMILY LIFE



HIRD QUARTER SELECTION—A FAITH TO PROCLAIM FOURTH QUARTER SELECTION—A PROPHET AMONG YOU



A Prophet Among You BY T. HOUSEL JEMISON



Written from a rich background of Bible teaching and careful study in the office of the Ellen G. White Publications, this volume brings together the finest material on the Bible prophets and the Spirit of prophecy in the remnant church. Gear, factual, with strong Biblical proof, the points are set forth by the author. Some of the finest, carefully analyzed material is present in the chapters on the tests of a prophet, the mission of a prophet, and the need of the gift of prophecy in the church today.
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Enlarging Our Baptismal Prospects THEODORE CARCICH President, Washington Conference



E



ACH pastor should have a list of bap tismal prospects from which he periodi cally baptizes people into church mem bership. The methods given here are some that have been successfully used to maintain such a list. As we begin the year 1956 let us restudy these eleven suggestions: 1. Bible Correspondence Course Coverage. The Voice of Prophecy, Faith for Today, or the local conference will furnish without charge sufficient enrollment cards for each church to cover its territory. The pastor's job is to or ganize his churches to do the work. There is no cheaper or more efficient way to have some one else prepare your converts. A wise pastor works this plan intensively. 2. Colporteur Leads. A consecrated colpor teur discovers interested people every day he is in the field. An alert pastor never neglects such leads. It should be recognized that the interested party may have spent from ten to one hundred dollars to investigate the colpor teur's proposition. Any person willing to spend that much money to purchase truth-filled books must be sincere and honest. He deserves to be followed up. The interest often develops into Bible studies or cottage meetings. 3. Branch Sabbath Schools. The Sabbath school is the sleeping giant in our midst. It awakens only when the pastor sees in each teacher and class an evangelistic unit capable of winning souls or conducting branch Sabbath schools. As a shrewd steward of manpower for God, the pastor will recognize in the Sab bath school a tremendous potential as a soulwinning agency. 4. Youth Working jor Youth. A successful pastor will persevere until he has harnessed the boundless energy and enthusiasm of youth for spiritual leadership by encouraging the young people to give Bible studies, conduct cottage meetings, distribute literature, et cetera. It means much time spent in planning with Pasre 26



the MV executive committee, but the time spent brings rich results. Trained and conse crated youth make excellent soul winners. 5. Lay Assistants. Realizing that he cannot encompass the task alone, a progressive pastor will inaugurate a training class to develop as sistants. He will strive to reach the ideal given us by the servant of the Lord: "Among the members of our churches there should be more house-to-house labor in giving Bible readings and distributing literature." Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 127. Trained laymen can furnish many candidates for the pastor's,baptismal class. 6. Medical Interests. Our consecrated phy sicians, dentists, nurses, and medical workers are daily meeting people who need spiritual help. Many of them long to study God's Word. They constitute a fruitful interest that should be followed up with much tact and prayer. 7. Church School Interests. In the church school teacher the pastor has an invaluable helper. Each school day of the year that teacher is guiding young minds toward God and the keeping of His commandments. The discern ing pastor will systematically visit the classroom to encourage both teacher and students. He will note the spiritual development of all the students, and encourage those who have reached the age of accountability to follow their Lord in baptism. 8. Purposeful Pastoral Visitation. In every visit made among his members the thoughtful pastor will seek and collect the names of family members and relatives who are not members of the church. Since all members of the home usually stand ready to assist the pastor in bring ing about a lasting decision for God, the fol low-up of such names yields a ready harvest. 9. Social Occasions. Unobtrusively and quietly the observing pastor sees in every wed ding, funeral, church picnic, and even in the sickroom, an opportunity to enlarge his circle of friends and acquaintances. Although he THE MINISTRY



never takes advantage of such occasions to un duly press home religious convictions, he should cultivate friendship, and at suitable times permit the solemn theme of the soul's salvation to be considered. People contacted at such occasions often respond to a pastor's in vitation to attend evangelistic services. 10. Business Interests. Each year a pastor col lects hundreds of dollars from the businessmen of the community. These men do not have to donate to our work, but they do. It must be that God moves upon their hearts to do so. Why not call upon these men at some time other than when we are asking for funds? It would not only surprise but please them. Take them a book or a magazine. On their birthday anniversary send them a Christian card. If a birth or death occurs, send them an appropriate remembrance. Such friendliness on your part may mean an investigation of the truth you represent. 11. "These Times" and "Signs" Follow-up. Thousands of these excellent magazines are cir culated in the conference each year. The names and addresses of the subscribers can be ob tained upon request. The readers constitute a fruitful source of interest to every district pastor. Lest collecting names become a hobby in itself, it should be emphasized again and again that it is not enough to just collect names of interested persons. The names must be fol lowed up. The people must be visited, prayed and studied with. If we fail here, of what value is all other activity? We must make and find time for this phase of our work. "Teaching the Scriptures, praying in families, this is the work of an evangelist, and this work is to be mingled with your preaching. If it is omitted, preaching will be, to a great extent, a failure." Testimonies to Ministers, p. 313.



Thus it would seem that in a moderate-sized district, even if the pastor did not engage in public evangelism as such, he should be able to realize at least twenty-five baptisms yearly from the sources here mentioned. And in larger districts the results would be proportionately larger. However, such results do not come about by accident. The successful pastor is one who is wholly devoted to his task. Everything of worldly interest is considered secondary if it is considered at all. He plans his district work wisely, organizes carefully, works longer, quits later, infects others with his devotion and zeal, refuses to give up when obstacles are encoun tered, and stays with the task until the goal is reached. DECEMBKR, 1955



How Is Your Title? Legal strings can tie your hands when your church begins to build, relocate, or even take out a mortgage. Here's how to forestall such unwelcome complications. WILLIAM KINCAID NEWMAX Attorney-at-Law; Reprinted by permission. "Church Management"



[This contribution from Church Management has real point. Although church and school proper ties are usually held by the conference, and con sequently some of the situations mentioned would not prevail, yet the principles laid down here are worth noting. Mr. Newman is Secretary of the Church Building Department of the Board of Home Missions of the Congregational and Christian churches.]



ALL TOO often ministers and trustees take JL\- it for granted that they have a clear legal title to the land on which their church and parsonage have been erected. Questions seldom arise on this kind of ownership, but when they do they usually come at an awkward moment, and they can cost the church a great deal of money before all the legal knots are untied. One unhappy situation into which a congre gation can stumble is to find halfway through the building of a new church that additional funds must be borrowed to complete the con struction. A bank agrees to make a loan, using the church's land as collateral, and a search of the title is made. What is discovered is that there are half a dozen "defects" in the title, all of which will have to be remedied before clear ownership can be established. As a result, while the mortgage is held up, the half-built church is literally left hanging in the air. There are any number of legal "defects" which can cloud an otherwise clear title of ownership. A congregation, for example, may have never had its property surveyed. When it finally does it finds that a corner of its church is resting on a neighbor's property or that half the neighbor's house is on church property. Another defect may be an old and forgotten mortgage. A loan secured by a grant mortgage, a trust deed or an ecclesiastical mortgage, may have been made to a church by its denomina tion. Since the loan was made sixty years ago, no one in the present congregation finds out about it until the congregation tries to sell its land or get another mortgage on it. Most denom inational loans provide that if a church sells its land and ceases to be an active unit in the dePage 27
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nomination, it must repay the loan immediately. Denominational boards are invariably co operative in straightening out loan problems, but since such problems are often complicated, a board must be given considerable time in which to weigh all the angles. As a result, before a title company can satisfy itself that a church has clear title to land which it wishes to sell or mortgage, a church may have to wait a long while for money that it could use im mediately. Other obstructions to a clear title are old tax liens, paving liens or sewer assessments which sometimes date back to the time before the land was purchased by the church. Although such obligations should be cleared up the moment a church takes title to a new piece of property, they are often ignored until they are long past due and have accumulated a sizable penalty interest. Although land normally becomes tax-free once a church is built on it, the church's officers often forget to have the necessary notation entered on the tax collector's records. And while tax officials are usually lenient with a church, they're not always able to effect a compromise settlement after a great many years have passed with the result that the church may then have to undertake an expensive court procedure to clear its title. Occasionally a church pays off a mortgage, receives a formal discharge from the mortgagee, and then forgets to record the discharge at the local courthouse. The church then proceeds to destroy the discharge and mortgage at a mort gage-burning celebration, instead of using blank pieces of paper. Fifty years later the congrega tion discovers that because the mortgage was never properly "satisfied," it is now necessary to locate the mortgagee's heirs and obtain from them a "quit-claim deed" or similar instrument of "satisfaction." Heirs not only have a way of .scattering to the four corners of the world, but they sometimes turn out to be minors for whom a guardian must be appointed by the court before any legal documents can be signed on their behalf. One particularly frustrating legal situation is to have land donated to a congregation by means of a deed which the donor has filled with what he feels are desirable restrictions. One common restriction is that the property is to be used only for religious purposes. While this seems reasonable enough to a congregation about to erect a church, what is seldom fore seen is that fifty years hence it may become necessary because of unusual changes in the community for the congregation to sell the DECEMBER, 1955



property and relocate the church. Since the property can be sold only to another church, however, and since the other churches in town may also be planning to relocate, the first congre gation may then discover that, because its land is virtually worthless, it now cannot raise the money needed to relocate the church in another area. A donor may also stipulate in his deed that the property is never to be mortgaged. While no church is anxious to get into debt, it may find that, to minister adequately to its growing community, it will have to undertake a con siderable expansion of its worship and educa tional facilities. Even after its members have made the most generous contributions, the church may still find that it has to take out a mortgage. But this it cannot do because of the donor's restriction. In short, in seeking to pro mote the ministry of a church, a donor, through a shortsighted restriction, may actually succeed in doing precisely the reverse. The moral, therefore, is that property rendered unto God should be made God's com pletely without any legal strings which can either tie a church's hands or keep a sword of insolvency dangling over its head.
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OINTERS TO PROGRESS GIVING UP TOO SOON



To PERSEVERE in soul winning is not difficult so long as we get a response from the person for whom we work. But when the way gets rough and it looks as if a decision is to be long delayed, or never made at all, it is so easy to decide that we are wast ing our time. Would this person make a good Adventist anyway? Why spend our time on poor ma terial? Why try to build with poor timber? Modern business reasoning might suggest that the shepherd who loses only one sheep out of a hundred has made a pretty good record. Excellent, in fact. And why bother with going after the one? It would be more economical to buy another sheep. His time is worth more than the price of several sheep. God forbid that we should ever forget the value of the individual soul. May we never be guilty of feeling that another sheep, or ten other sheep, can substitute for the one that is lost. What a tragedy if in the judgment some lost soul should accuse you or me of leaving him to die because we could raise our goals more easily • by working with those more quick to respond! We call attention to the article on page 9 of this issue, in which N. F. Brewer deals pointedly with this matter of our work for former church mem bers. And we would like to bring into sharp focus this statement from the servant of the Lord: "We are to present the word of life to those whom we may judge to be as hopeless subjects as if they were in their graves. Though they may seem to be unwilling to hear or to receive the light of truth, without questioning or wavering we are to do our part."— Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 442. (Italics supplied.) R. A. A.



VISUAL-AID SUGGESTION



OUR evangelists are always on the lookout for ideas to illus trate truth. If you did not notice it, we would suggest you glance at the rather unusual idea featured on pages 23 and 24 of the Sabbath School Worker for October, 1955. Although this illustration is designed to teach the ministry of angels, the ingenious evangelist or Bible instructor will be able to readily adapt it to other subjects, such as Christ and Satan contending for the lives of individuals, as well as other spiritual truths. Users of black light may also get a sug gestion here. In these days of spiritual ignorance we need everything that can be legitimately used to convey the truth to minds. It was said of Jesus, "Without a parable spake he not unto them." B. G. Page 48



ENTHUSIASM



"MANY a great movement has slowed down because it has failed to grip the imagination and to enlist the en thusiasm of the rank and file." So wrote Madame Chiang Kai-shek in the Missionary Review of the World some years ago. History testifies to the truthfulness of this state ment. Not only have movements slowed down, but some have died because of a lack of spiritual en thusiasm on the part of their adherents. No worthy movement can grow and prosper as it should without enthusiasm. If the Advent Move ment is to stir and to move the world, it must be fired with a consecrated enthusiasm. And if the rank and file are to be on fire for God, the ministry must first of all be on fire. In Prophets and Kings, page 263, we read: "In proportion to the enthusiasm and perseverance with which the work is carried forward, will be the success given." In other words, no enthusiasm, no success; little enthusiasm, little success; much en thusiasm, much success. When the disciples saw Jesus in action they remembered it was written of Him, "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." God grant that the ministry of the Advent Move ment may be set on fire anew with a holy zeal, a divine enthusiasm for God in the finishing of His work. A. v. o.



SHARING



"LET him get his ideas like I got mine" is a philosophy so seldom heard these days that those who hold it may be accurately labeled a "vanishing breed." But at times much is still lost to the work of God by the refusal to share one's methods! Moguls of the automotive industry guard their plans with justification, for they are in competition. But ours is a common cause. There can be no justifiable motivation for secrecy. Heaven-sent ideas should enjoy the widest possible circulation. Satis faction, not jealousy, is the portion of one who un selfishly shares his method with another. And praise be to God when the resultant fruitage of another is greater than our own. It is in this area of human relations that character is tested. When we pray, "Lord, bless Brother ————'s meeting," exactly what do we mean? Do we desire that the Lord should give the other man a little less, just as much, or much more than He gives us? Our answer to this question determines to a great extent our fitness for our God-given task. E. E. c. THE MINISTRY
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