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Issue 3 | November 2016



The Calne Music and Arts Festival took place in the second week of October and once again The John Bentley School was heavily involved in making a significant contribution to what was an important event in Calne’s cultural calendar. Our students gave their annual lunchtime recital at Marden House. This is a real treat for the students as they are given the opportunity to perform on the wonderful grand piano in Marden House. The concert started in true style with both Alice Hall and Ella Roberts delivering wonderfully musical performances befitting of such a fine instrument. The JBS Choir performed, with students drawn from across the school and it was lovely to hear lots of different interpretations of the work of Claude-Michel Schönberg and Alain Boublil. A choir of almost 200 assembled in the school’s main hall to pay tribute to two American icons of the 20th Century; Bob Dylan and Frank Sinatra. Children from Derry Hill School, Heddington School, Hilmarton School, Holy Trinity Academy, Priestley School, St Edmund’s School, St Margaret’s Preparatory School and St Nicholas Bromham joined forces to sing together on three songs and each school had its own solo number. The hall was packed with an expectant audience which included the Festival’s Patron, the Queen’s Master of Music, Judith Weir. Judith had come to last year’s concert and was very keen to visit again. Judith writes a blog and it was lovely to read her thoughts on the work that we do here at JBS. "When I need to summon a mental/aural image of the things that are right about music education, up springs the Calne rendition of 'Oh what a beautiful morning' looking out of the school hall window onto the Wiltshire Downs in the sun."



Mr Grant Assistant Headteacher



Review of Oxenwood Visits and Celebration Assembly Year 7



We had over 140 students, parents and carers attend the Oxenwood Celebration Assembly towards the end of term 1. It was a fantastic evening that celebrated the success of Year 7 and their days out at Oxenwood. Each tutor nominated students that were awarded STAR certificates and we had many presentations from all 6 tutor groups about the exciting time that they had and the things that they had learnt. Whilst they were at Oxenwood they participated in problem solving activities, shelter building and tackling the very high climbing wall. It was so pleasing to hear from the Year 7 tutors how supportive their tutees had been in encouraging each other to climb the wall and for a lot of students this was a real achievement and highlight of the day. The team at Oxenwood were very complimentary about Year 7 and how well behaved and engaged they were. For all tutor groups is was a really pleasant way to finish off term 1, sharing their experience together and bonding as a tutor group.



Miss Giddings



Head of Year 7



Year group in Focus Year 9



Year 9 have started this academic year exceptionally well. They have continued with the same morning PDT plan as last year. All behaviour, attendance and STAR data is shared on a Monday, and each tutor group knows where they are doing well, and maybe need to improve in these three areas. The year group has responded well to the introduction of the new Homework policy, which is where a student will be placed in an after school detention if they fail to hand in their homework. Attendance is always a key focus for each year group, and tutors, as well as myself and Mr Grant are continuing to speak to students on a daily basis when they are absent from school. We must try to form good habits with attendance now, before they move onto their GCSE subjects in September. Wednesday and Thursday mornings continue to have a literacy/ numeracy theme, with the sole purpose of boosting confidence in these subject areas, and getting the students brains working before they start lessons at 9 o’clock. Fridays continue to involve a fun quiz to encourage participation and team building. The most important aspect of year 9 is of course the options process. Students will be starting this process very soon, and tutors will take them through the initial stages. I recently gave an assembly on how students can ‘help themselves’ and also how you at home, can contribute to the decision making process. My suggestion would be to encourage dialogue at home as soon as possible, and use these points below as a conversation starter to help decide what option subjects your son or daughter may do; 



• Do I enjoy the subject? • I am good at it? • Does my teacher think I will do well in it? • Is the subject predominantly theory or practical based? • Do I find the subject interesting? • Do I need the subject for the job I might want to do? • What friends are going to do the subject (this might be positive or negative!) • Is the subject new to me and maybe a bit different?



All students in year 9 will be starting the options process, using a predesigned booklet. This booklet will predominantly stay in school, but please ask your child to bring it home if you would like to read it and see what they have been doing in the mornings. The students will also be using a large number of ICT resources, which can be used at home to contribute to the options discussion. The last part of the PDT programme has been assemblies. Our most recent assemblies have been led by a member of the senior leadership team, but we shall have our ‘tutor group and students of the term’ assembly soon. In these assemblies we will recognise and award students who have done well during that term. Attendance, behaviour and STAR points are taken into consideration, but also nominations from teachers who have been impressed by a hard working attitude. All students praised are awarded certificates, so please keep an eye out for those in the coming weeks. Lastly, I have been really impressed with the quantity of year 9 students who have participated in our new and exciting extracurricular programme. This year group have always been exceptionally keen to take part in activities after school, and I hope this continues into things like the ‘Duke of Edinburgh’ programme which will start next year. If you have any questions about what clubs run, and where, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.



Mr Ferguson



Head of Year 9



[email protected]



Department in Focus English



As ever, it continues to be a most exciting time within the English Department. Our year 7s have recovered from attempting the Guinness World Record for the largest reading session, and our year 8s are still revelling in the success with their debate team! A significant part of the KS3 curriculum has had a huge overhaul. The English team of Mr Savery, Mr Blunt, Miss Hamilton-White, Miss Hare, Miss Weston and Miss Hopkins have designed a thrilling new curriculum that will excite and best prepare our learners for the challenging demands of their new GCSE. The English department has relished the opportunity to craft new modules of dystopic and gothic literature. Literacy across the curriculum is a whole school focus for JBS. There is an unfounded myth about the unenviable task of getting students passionate about punctuation and gripped by grammar. As Mark Twain said, “the art of learning is to conceal learning.” During fortnightly literacy sessions, years 7-9 have been exploring the mechanics of the English language and exploring the different components of words, phrases and sentences so they can better articulate their ideas across all subjects with greater confidence, depth and accuracy. Without doubt, the proudest achievement I am honoured to broadcast is of the continued success of the newly inaugurated Debating Society. The team recorded another victory over St Mary’s Calne. The JBS Debating Society now has strength and depth to its team, and the recent triumph was achieved with a wholesale change of personnel from their first victory back in July. Earlier this month, JBS hosted St Mary’s in a compelling debate. The motion was “This house believes that Donald Trump will make America great again.” JBS had the task of arguing for the motion! The home team compiled a most convincing case for the defence for President Trump, to temper the onslaught that was proposed by the opposite team. All students delivered their arguments, and rebuttals, with considered and mature verve amidst what has become quite a farcical battle for the White House. Governors, parents and teachers all agreed what an impressive display the audience was treated to. The evening resulted in a narrow win for JBS. Both teams look forward to the next rematch and are open to suggestions regarding debating topics. Praise must go to Isabella Sandberg (president and chairwoman), KC Jones (Timekeeper), Amy-Rose Legge, Francis Jordan & Eve-May Tanner. You were an honour to yourselves, and the school. Mr Yeates



Duke of Edinburgh Award Silver Expedition



Exmoor Expedition Hits the Heights The Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award teams set off to Exmoor just before the break for October half term for their practice expedition. The students set off in jubilant mood early on the Sunday morning and we were soon heading down to Dunster Castle where the teams would set off from. The students all unloaded their rucksacks and while Mr Roberts and Mrs Dobie dropped some of the students off at their starting points others enjoyed a quick bite to eat before heading off along their routes. The weather was a fairly mixed day with squalls of rain breaking up the views across the moorland environment. The groups successfully managed to navigate themselves through some fairly complex sections of woodland and onto the moorland. With the rain causing the temperatures to plummet, the teams did their best to make it into camp as quickly as possible so that their tents went up in the dry. Once the groups were in they quickly set up their tents and began to cook an interesting range of meals (some of which even looked edible). The second day arrived with another cold day. The students set off from the campsite in good spirits, some were even heading in the right direction!!! The students set out in good spirits and were soon heading up towards Dunkery Beacon, the views from the top would be completely destroyed by another bout of rain. The groups all did fantastically well even those that decided to take a very interesting route to get to their checkpoints... Once the students got into camp and tended to their aches, pains and even a few blisters, they enjoyed a much needed dinner and an evening of chatting. The students soon settled down for some much welcome rest with the sound of snoring filling the valley floor. The final day dawned and some very tired looking students appeared from their tents to begin their journey to the final pick up point. The students were set a series of challenging navigation tasks to try and improve their skills before the assessment. The students all did fantastically well over difficult terrain and in very hard conditions. All groups will be doing their assessed expedition on Dartmoor in July.



Mr Parry



House Update



2016 / 2017 Championship There have been huge, seismic changes in the House Scoreboard across October and November; Kerry have spread their wings and soared upwards from 4th to 1st place! Watch out the eagles are on the attack! Well done to Miss Ray & Mrs Hill’s tutor groups for winning 10 points in the scoreboard challenge. (see the photos below)



House Championship Competition Zorb Skittles was held on Friday 18th November for Children in Need in the main school hall. We’d like to thank local Calne company http://www.bubblewarz.co.uk for working with us on this exciting new event.



House Requests The House Team are interested to know if anyone in the Calne community could help us and provide us with... - An articulated lorry trailer with curtains for one day in July - A band or DJ for an afternoon in July - Any House Championship events for throughout the year Please email [email protected] if you can help! (House Points are available!)



Armistice Day - Friday 11th November



A massive thank you to all of our Heads of House who represented the Houses at the Calne schools’ ceremony of remembrance at St Mary’s Church. I know, as all of our Houses fell silent in school, they all helped show the respect we have for all those who have fallen and given their lives for us to have the freedom we enjoy today.



Mr Wiley & Team House



National Maths Competition Competition Winners



Two Year 7 students from JBS have won a national drawing competition with their number superhero design for two maths charities. National Numeracy and Maths on Toast tasked children in August and September to design a superhero displaying the qualities needed to be good with numbers and solving problems. Lucy Smart and Ben Lees beat 800 other entries to win first prize in the funniest character and best artistic skills categories respectively, with their drawings of ‘Calcula-Thor’ and the ‘Super circle’. Francis Jordan also received a highly commended award in the artistic skills category. The aim was to get children thinking about what it takes to be good at maths and numbers. Di Hatchett, National Numeracy Trustee, former Headteacher and competition judge said: “We wanted to get children thinking about how maths is not just about speed and memorisation but connecting ideas and asking lots of questions! It was wonderful to see so many creative and original entries. Judging them was a real challenge” Alexandra Fitsimmons, CEO of Maths on Toast, said “It’s been great to see so much imagination given to the idea of a number superhero, and we were really pleased to see so many thoughtful entries that explored not only number skills but ideas about confidence and learning from mistakes. ” Mr Tudor said “There are lots of reading and writing challenges for school children but less about numbers and maths. So well done to National Numeracy and Maths on Toast for launching this, the children really enjoyed entering and we are delighted to have two winning entries amongst our students!” Winners will receive a set of maths goodies, including Number Rumbler, a fun family game which supports times tables and number sense, donated by Maths on Toast, and Snowflake Sea Shell Star by Alex Bellos, donated by Cannongate Books Ltd. To see the winning artwork visit National Numeracy’s Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/nationalnumeracy/ Mrs Goldsmith



2017 JBS Ski Trip Spaces Available



We currently have two spaces available on the 2017 JBS Ski trip to Pinzolo, Italy. Please contact Mr Ferguson at school on [email protected] or on 01249 818100



My Favourite Books Mr Meadows



This is a new feature in the New Bentleian where two members of staff will share the book they loved at school, their favourite book of all time and the book they are currently reading. The feature will shed a light on our staff members’ reading interests and may even give you some ideas about books that may interest you. This month, Mr Meadows and Miss Bonney give us their reviews!



A book from my school days: The War of the Worlds - H.G. Wells I was never much of a fiction reader when I was younger, preferring facts over fantasy. But one of my favourite childhood memories was taking long trips with my Dad listening to Jeff Wayne’s musical version of The War of the Worlds. The gripping story of the plight of humanity, beset by a far more advanced force of martians, was fascinating to me. I’ll always remember the haunting sounds of their war machines as they wasted away in the last minutes of the story. My Dad lent his old copy of the book to me, and I finally got around to reading it during my GCSE years. It’s some of the best science fiction written to date, I heartily recommend it.



My favourite Book: Ciaphas Cain: Hero of the Imperium - Sandy Mitchell Whilst it’s more of a collection of stories than one single book, my battered old copy of Hero of the Imperium has been a firm favourite of mine since I first picked it up in 2009. The way Mitchell writes his books, portraying the main character Ciaphas as this “accidental hero” who wants nothing more than to live to see another day, bumbling through one war to the next and somehow being handed all the credit once the dust settles, has me laughing every time. Its autobiographical style lends an interesting viewpoint to an already fleshed out sci-fi universe, and the witty one liners and self-deprecating humour add a lot of humanity to the rigid military setting. A must-read for anyone wanting to get into some new sci-fi.



The book I am reading now: Halo: Fractures - Various As far as sci-fi settings go, none are more expanded and fleshed out than the Halo Universe. Based on the videogame from 2001, the world famous franchise has seen a number of fantastic authors playing in its sandbox. Fractures is the most recent omnibus edition, collecting a number of short stories together that span the entire universe timeline. Though I’ve not had more than a cursory flick through the book so far, it promises to be another fantastic collection, and a worthwhile addition to my bookshelf.



Mr Meadows



My Favourite Books Miss Bonney



A book from my school days: My naughty little sister - Dorothy Edwards Filled with cheeky tales of a naughty little sister, I was delighted to read this book as a young child with its varied and humorous storylines. I was hooked. It encouraged my love of reading from a young age and provided many fond memories of reading this book to my younger sister. Luckily, it didn’t provide her with too many ideas!



My favourite Book: The Faraway Tree novel series - Enid Blyton Now this I found extremely tough! I’m never one to pick a favourite but if I had to, it is certainly this series of books. To ask me to choose my favourite from the series would be near impossible! I love how these books contain such magic and wonder which completely gripped me as a child and has captured my heart ever since! If you haven’t read them yet, I’d thoroughly recommend doing so.



The book I am reading now: Sense and Sensibility - Jane Austen I read this book during my English A Level for research and decided recently that I would revisit this classic tale out of sheer nostalgia. I am very fond of Jane Austen books and especially love the storytelling of Elinor and Marianne. These two characters are both strong women in their own right but totally different in approach to society, family and love. It’s a gripping tale and certainly hasn’t disappointed on my second read.



Miss Bonney



Alumni Corner Graham Craig



Graham Craig was a student at The John Bentley School from 1991 through to completing his A levels in 1998 just before the school became a single site. His favourite memories of school are from his time in the sixth form. He fondly recalled the “gaudy lime green and blue” sixth form common room in the old North Wing building which Graham felt had a lesser staff presence than the sixth form common room in the South Wing. Graham went on, “I was a bit of a nerd at school” with his favourite subjects being Art, Craft, Design and Technology. Mr Aggett was Graham’s favourite teacher, Mr Aggett was the Head of Art for many years here at JBS and the Art building bears his name. “His lessons were something else, he was so passionate about his subject, he really lived art”. Graham’s time in the sixth form was where he found school “more interesting” and formed the strong friendship group that he maintains until this day. After leaving JBS Graham attended an Art Foundation course at Trowbridge before embarking on a BA in Transport Design at Huddersfield. Upon graduation Graham moved back to Calne looking for a role in the industry that he had studied but it proved difficult to secure a role in this field. A role in field marketing with a video games company followed before moving to Ubisoft where Graham managed the UK team and worked with companies such as Currys, Dixons and Comet. A short while later Graham decided to branch out on his own in the field of Marketing, his company, Clever Tinman, a name that was inspired by the JJ Abrahams Film Company “Bad Robot”, started working with Hobson’s Choice, a link that he maintains to this day and other companies. Graham worked here at JBS on Marketing for a couple of years and continues to live and work in his home town of Calne. He recently designed the logo for Calne ‘Home of the Wiltshire Cure’.
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