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JULIA: The Portal – Frankenstein



IBIGE: Imagine you were in your lab and you were just about to fulfil your dream: to create something that lives … and in that very moment you realized that you had caused a catastrophe? That is what happens to poor Mr. Victor Frankenstein… yes, that Frankenstein, the young man that happened to create a monster.



JULIA: What is a monster? We sent our reporter Louise out to ask people what they think. “- What is a monster? - Something evil. - A monster is a big scary creature, who is often hairy and has big teeth. - A terrible person or someone that has done something bad. - What scares you? Is it how they act or is it how they look?



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]



P R O G R A M N U M M E R: 101083/ra02



- I think it is a combination of both. With a monster there is also the unpredictability: if they’re going to suddenly do things you don’t expect, like, run out from behind you or running in front of you, grabbing you, I think that’s scary when it comes to a monster. And, of course, I think, if they look horrible that makes them even more scary. I think a good monster should look slightly scary. - When I think of a monster I think of like something big and hairy that wants to eat you, not something that really exists. - The scariest thing out of monsters, are monsters you don’t see. I never saw the movie, The Alien. I saw parts of it, but I know that in that movie – I don’t know if you ever see the monster – you just know that it’s out there, killing people. And I think THAT, the unknown that you don’t see, is scarier than actually seeing it in front of you. - I think monsters can be political people, who have done very bad things, like Hitler, for example. - A monster? It could be somebody from your dreams. It could be a person who you think is very nice and turns on you and stabs you in the back, verbally or physically. A monster is something that is unusually destructive, vicious, and wants to make other people unhappy. - I think a monster is a person who doesn’t have any feelings…that do bad things without thinking. All of us could be monsters, sometimes, heh.



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]



P R O G R A M N U M M E R: 101083/ra02



JULIA: Victor Frankenstein is a young student. He studies a lot. He wants to know the secrets of life. One day he gets an idea. Maybe he could create something that he could bring to life? In secret he collects parts from dead bodies, the most beautiful parts he can find. One night he puts them all together, and in front of him lies a creature.



INSLAG FRANKENSTEIN It was already one in the morning; the rain pattered against the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt out, when, by the glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the creature open; it breathed hard. How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe? His limbs were in proportion, and I had selected his features as beautiful. Beautiful! – Great God! His yellow skin scarcely covered the work of muscles and arteries beneath; his hair was of a lustrous black, and flowing, his teeth of a pearly whiteness; and straight black lips.



JULIA: The lightning starts a fire. Victor Frankenstein’s laboratory and everything in it is destroyed. At first he believes the creature has been killed, but when people in his family are mysteriously murdered, he realizes that the monster must be alive. Victor goes looking for him and one cold winter’s day he finds him.



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]



P R O G R A M N U M M E R: 101083/ra02



INSLAG FRANKENSTEIN: I saw as the shape came nearer that it was the wretch who I had created. I trembled with rage and horror, resolving to wait his approach, and then close with him in mortal combat. He approached. The unearthly ugliness of his face made it almost too horrible for the human eye. “Devil,” I exclaimed, “do you dare approach me? And do not you fear the fierce vengeance of my arm wreaked on your miserable head? Begone, vile insect! Or rather, stay, that I may trample you to dust!” “I expected this reception,” said the demon. “All men hate the wretched; how, then, must I be hated, who am miserable beyond all living things! Yet you, my creator, detest and spurn me, thy creature, to whom thou art bound by ties that can only be cut by the death of one of us”.



JULIA: The creature says that he hates Victor and that he wants to kill everyone that Victor loves. “Everybody hates an ugly and miserable person”, says the creature. He is so horrifying that all he meets in life is hatred. The creature tells Victor what happened to him. After the fire he ran away to the countryside. When people saw him they screamed and tried to kill him. One day in a forest he sees himself in a pool of water.



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]



P R O G R A M N U M M E R: 101083/ra02



INSLAG FRANKENSTEIN: How was I terrified when I viewed myself in a transparent pool! At first I startled back, unable to believe that it was indeed I who was reflected in the mirror; and when I became fully convinced that I was in reality the monster that I am, I was filled with the bitterest sensations. Alas! I did not yet entirely know the fatal effects of this miserable deformity.



IBIGE: What does he look like, really, this poor monster? His skin is yellow, his eyes are watery and he’s bigger than any human being. No wonder people hate him…. well…. I mean….that’s the way it works in stories: ugly on the outside, mean on the inside. So what does make a monster? When you meet someone for the first time, how do you decide if they are a monster or marvellous? Your eyes tell you so much about a person, but do they tell you everything? Reporter Keith Foster put on a monster mask and hit the streets to find out.



KEITHS INSLAG: “All right, so I’m standing on a street, in my monster mask, it’s covering up my whole face. I’ve got a hat on, so that people can’t see so well from behind. Now we’re going to get people to come and be interviewed and see how they react, to my face.



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]
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- Hej. - Vad är det där? - Hej…hahaha. - You don’t react to an ugly face? - I think you’re not ugly, you’re just…special kind of human being. - Hehehe…Hej. - What do you think about my face? - It’s really nice, actually. You look a little bit, like, that thing from Harry Potter. - Hello daddy!...haha - Oh, my God! - Hej! Hejsan! - Do you think I’m ugly? - No, I think you’re cool...hehehe”



So, Swedes don’t have a problem with monsters, so it seems. Maybe Frankenstein should have moved here. But people do dress up in a scary way, sometimes. Lisa works in a shop called, Shock, which sells clothes with chains and sculls and wild make-up. But amongst all the black leather and the seethrough-dresses, the biggest selling idem right now is a sweater with a white rabbit. And rabbit has a great big heart, and the heart is being stabbed by a knife and rabbit is saying: “I deserve it!” So, what’s that? Something for all those depressed emo kids?



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]
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“- No, not really, it’s the way that people have taken it, but, you know, everyone has a bit self-distance and they think it’s very fun to make fun of themselves, and that’s why most people buy stuff like that. Just to show them: Haha, you think that I will sit home and cut myself…well…no, I don’t, I put a knife through my heart instead.”



Yes, well, you may need a sense of humour to wear some of the stuff in this shop. So why do people want to wear chains, and short black shiny dresses, and well, clothes that really do stick out?



“-You don’t want to associate with everyone that has the same kind of clothes and the same kind of thinking, because you feel very different from every other.”



MUSIC: Arch Enemy



This music is Arch Enemy, the favourite band of Albin. Albin is thirteen years old and goes to school in Stockholm. He’s a Goth, and that means he goes to school in a long black coat, big black boots, and his naturally blond hair is dyed to look black, and today, green. But it’s not always green. “- It’s been changing colours, pretty often. It has been red and purple and yellow and green and blue, and well, most of the colours. I think it symbolises some sort of colour in me, it’s like my personality. K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]



P R O G R A M N U M M E R: 101083/ra02



- What sort of make-up do you use then? - Well, I use eye-liner around my eyes, and red liquid eye-liner to do blood stains. Well, sometimes blood spring from my mouth and from my eyes“



Blood on your face? That really must make you look like a monster. So, how do people react? “- When I’m walking on the street, and stuff, some people are giving weird looks and stuff. It’s kind of awkward. - Do you think that people really judge by appearances to much?



- Well, appearances are the first thing; you can’t really see the person who’s inside. - So, people treat you fairly then? They don’t think you’re a monster? - Well, some people do. Younger kids, like, fourth graders and stuff, they are thinking I’m kind of weird. - Do you scare them? - Well…I maybe did one time or two…hehe”



JULIA: Who could love a monster? No one. Frankenstein’s monster hides out in the forest. One day he sees a cottage. An old blind man lives there with his children, Agatha and Felix. The monster stays for a long time. He watches them



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]
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in secret. He listens to them and learns how to speak English, with a French accent, because that is the way the family speaks. He likes them. Maybe a blind man wouldn’t hate him? The monster waits for a chance to talk to him alone. One morning the children go out for a walk with their friend.



INSLAG FRANKENSTEIN: My heart beat quick; this was the hour and the moment of trial which would decide my hopes or realize my fears. I approached the door of their cottage. I knocked. “Who is there?” said the old man, “Come in” I entered. “Pardon”, said I: “I am a traveller in want of a little rest”. “Enter”, said De Lacey; “and I will try in what manner I can relieve your wants; but unfortunately my children are from home, and, as I am blind, I am afraid I shall find it difficult to produce food for you.” “Do not trouble yourself, my kind host, I have food; it is warmth and rest only that I need.”



I sat down, and silence ensued. I knew that every minute was precious to me. “By your language, stranger, I suppose you are my countryman; - are you French?” said the old man.



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]
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At that instant the cottage door was opened, and Felix, Safie, and Agatha entered. Who can describe their horror and consternation on beholding me? Agatha fainted; and Safie, rushed out of the cottage. Felix darted forward, and with supernatural force tore me from his father. I could have torn him limb from limb, as the lion rends the antelope. But my heart sunk within me, with bitter sickness.



IBIGE: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley was first published in 1818. Since then there has been many books, plays and films based on her story. The texts, heard in this program, were Mary Shelley’s original words, read by the actor Stephen Rappaport. Reporters were Keith Foster and Louise Pettersson. I’m Julia Foster… ..- and I’m Ibige Dahlberg Kang.



Visit our web site for more info: www.ur.se. and look for Engelska.



K O N T A K T: UR:s Kundtjänst, [email protected]
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