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The Construction Industry’s Leading Certification Card Scheme



Most principal contractors and home builders require CSCS cards to be held by all on-site workers as proof of their training and qualifications • Over 1.9 million CSCS card holders • 10 affiliated schemes including plant, electrical, scaffold and demolition



SmartCards – What are they? Over 1.1 million CSCS cards can now be checked electronically



How SmartCards work SmartCards can be read using an enabled smartphone, tablet device or card reader connected to a laptop or PC



SmartCards - a valuable asset for construction clients and contractors • A consistent method to carry out efficient and effective card checks • Update and manage site worker training and competence records on site



• More difficult to forge • Improved access control • Links with contractors’ own IT systems



SmartCards can help industry cut costs and increase productivity • Eliminates incorrect or fake cardholders gaining access to site • Speeds up card checks for validity and qualifications held



• Reduces the number of different cards needed to access sites • Cardholders can show evidence of additional training your site may require all on one card



CSCS Scheme Aims • Encourage development of a trained and qualified UK construction workforce • All site workers to hold the right CSCS card for the work they undertake • Construction contractors and clients to understand and maximise potential benefits a qualified, smart-carded workforce can bring to their business • Principal contractors to carry out more rigorous on-site checks using smart technology



CITB/HSE Joint Funded Research ‘Routes to Competence in the Construction Sector’ (2011) • Recommended all workers on construction sites should be formally qualified • Found misuse of the current green card diluted CSCS’s effectiveness and led to confusion over whether cards were a passport to gain access to site or a true measure of an individual’s competence to carry out the job for which they are employed



Scheme Changes • Recognition of Academic Qualifications • Requirement for a QCF Single Unit Level One Award to obtain a Green Card for Labourers



• Introduction of a red Apprentice Card • Introduction of a red Provisional Card • CRO and Site Visitor card ‘clean up’



Academically Qualified Persons Card (AQP) CSCS AQP cards issued to holders of:• Construction Related HNC and HND • Construction Related Degrees • NEBOSH Construction Certificates and National Diplomas • CIOB Certificates



AQP Card • 5 year life • Renewable • AQP cardholders who go on to achieve a relevant vocational qualification, or membership of a recognised professional body, can then apply for a different card on renewal



Green Card Changes • From July 2014 green card applicants must achieve a new level one qualification: Health and Safety in a Construction Environment Award or a recognised equivalent - more information is available on the CSCS website



• Green cards will be renamed:



Health and Safety in a Construction Environment Award • Developed by CSCS’s Card Management Committee whose members are drawn from across industry



• Content developed by CITB and set at a standard which demonstrates a labourer’s knowledge and understanding of basic construction site safety issues • Key factor was balancing content with affordability



Training and Assessment • Cost of training and assessment will be dependent on existing knowledge, experience and training time needed • Can be delivered in several ways including on the job training, computer based courses, workbook and classroom delivery • Pilot took place from Nov 13 until March 2014



Provisional Card • This card is for: o probationary periods whilst employers assess suitability for employment o supervised work experience (16+) o People who are working as a labourer but do not hold



a current CSCS card o Holders of expired CSO card who work in labouring



occupations (only until 31 Jan 2015)



Provisional Card • Applicants must pass CITB’s Operative Health, Safety and Environment Test • Valid for 6 months and cannot be renewed • Before this card expires the cardholder must achieve a recognised construction related qualification to then apply for the Labourer card or the appropriate card for their occupation.



• Available from July 14



Apprentice Card • Applicants need to be registered on a recognised apprenticeship framework



• Valid 4 years • Available from July 14



CRO and Site Visitor Cards – ‘clean up’ • Construction Related Occupations (CRO) being reviewed - where a qualification now exists cardholders will be redirected to the right card when their CRO card is due to expire • Site Visitor cards being renamed to Escorted Site Visitor



Future Plan • Work towards removing the proliferation of card colours – by 2016 the intention would be for all cards to be a single colour • Cards would have limited information printed on them • Only way to carry out card checks would be to read them using the smart chip



Image is an example only – not the final version



www.cscs.uk.com
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