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Preface



Many colleagues have contributed to the present book. It is a produce of a network around issues related to long-term economic growth. Some networkers, among them the two editors of this volume, discussed the topic of technological change and economic growth at the conference ‘Technology and productivity in historical perspective’, which was organized in Wassenaar (The Netherlands) in 1999 under the auspices of the Posthumus Institute. Over time this network has substantially broadened, and had one stepping stone at the XIII International Economic History Congress in Buenos Aires, summer 2002, where we organized a session from which the book has inherited its title. Traditionally such sessions used to be prepared through a pre-conference but in this age of new information technology an e-dialogue, including comments by anonymous referees, filled that purpose. Most chapters have an origin in the Buenos Aires session, although a few have materialized afterwards. In preparation of the book the authors and editors gathered at a workshop outside Lund, in the autumn 2003, financed by the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation, which also has supported the Lund research project ‘Economic Growth and Productivity in a European Perspective since 1870’. This project, headed by Lennart Schön, motivated, and made out much of the basis, for the networking. Now, when this book comes off the print, we would like to acknowledge our gratitude to those networkers who in various ways have contributed in the process: Bart van Ark, Steve Broadberry, Erik Buyst, Herman de Jong, Jan Tore Klovland, Pedro Lains, Anders Nilsson, Albrecht Ritschl, Max Schulze, Lennart Schön, Ken Sokoloff, Hans Voth. Finally, thanks to Kyla Madden, Kingston, for her daunting effort to brush up the style and to Astrid Lieng, Lund, for standardization of the format of the diverse chapters. Lund University
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