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NOTABLE ’07—’08 HAPPENINGS: • 17th National President Joann W. Williams appears in Jet Magazine • 13th National President Agnes W. H. Roseboro passes • Las Amigas celebrates its 50th Annual Conclave hosted by Henrico County Chapter and TidewaterCentral Region • Dr. Dorothy I. Height to speak at the 2008 Dora R. Mason Awards Luncheon



Hello My Sisters, I know that this is an exciting time where chapters have the opportunity to showcase their year in our National Newsletter. This is also a time that we can share, learn, apply and re-apply what other sisters are doing in their chapters. I would like to thank each of you for your participation in your chapters and your regions. It takes all of us to continue the legacy of our cofounders, Dora R. Mason and Mary Q. Moore. I was proud that the National year started with your National President appearing in “Jet Magazine”. WOW! What an accomplishment. The website was updated. Now, all forms of the organization are available online for your use including financial reports. I attended the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) Conference, December 3-5, 2007. This was yet another great experience and opportunity. I attended the Executive Leadership Training, participated as the Credential Chair for NCNW securing and reporting the



numbers in attendance and was truly proud to have my name and Las Amigas, Incorporated in print, attended the Affiliate Luncheon for the Affiliate Heads where I had to speak and was able to brag proudly about our organization. Thanks to those who attended with me: our Liaison for NCNW, National Vice President Brenda Gilliam; National Chaplain, Agatha Martin-Grimes; Northeast Regional Director, Roberta Epps; and Forestville Chapter President, Mary Richardson. A special thanks to Theresa Sidewater of the Seat Pleasant Chapter for making sure we were taken care of by bringing us goodie bags at the registration desk. Orchids to Verna Smith, a regular volunteer at NCNW, for continuing to volunteer for the organization. We did have bad weather, but I understand others did come after I left, and for that I am greatly appreciative. I also represented National at the following engagements: a leadership meeting in August in Greensboro; attended Morven Chapter’s 20th Anniversary Celebration in September in Morven; at-



Visit us on the web at www.lasamigasincorporated.org



tended the Southeast Regional meeting in September in St. Pauls; attended Executive Board Meeting in November in Greensboro, sister LaVerne Whitted’s home going in October in Wilmington, Portsmouth Chapter’s holiday party in December in Portsmouth, Conclave 2008 Hotel visit with the host co-chairs, Director and Henrico members in Richmond in February, Southeast Founder’s Celebration in Wilmington in February, Charlotte Mecklenburg chapter Founder’s Day Brunch in February in Charlotte, Conclave 2009 Hotel visits with Gastonia and Southwest Regional Director in February in Charlotte, Southeast Region meeting in March in Lumberton, and sister Carrie Grier’s home going in March in Kannapolis. With all the engagements, I still attended to the business of Las Amigas., Inc., as well as fulfilled my local chapter obligations. It has been a full year. I look forward to continuing working with the leadership team and your support. Sisterly, Joann W. Williams Las Amigas, Inc., 17th National President
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NATIONAL REPORTER’S MESSAGE



Sisters, The past year has been a whirlwind of activity. Hopefully, you have found our efforts to keep you abreast of Las Amigas in the news – locally, regionally, and nationally - inspiring, motivating, and exciting. Because of you, there has been great news to share – not only with our membership but also with the public. Throughout the year, I have been busy with exciting ventures to report the great work of our organization. The year began with a full page, color spread about Conclave 2007 in The Cincinnati Enquirer. Using the Conclave ’07 press release from National, other chapters were successful in getting Con-



clave 2007 coverage in various local, community papers. From there, coverage in the national publication, Jet Magazine, announced the election of our 17th National President, Joann W. Williams. The year continued with the launch of our newsletter, Sister Circle, which was published (in color!!!) in Fall 2007 and Spring 2008, distributed to Las Amigas members nationwide, and highlighted the awesome work in which Las Amigas chapters and individual sisters are engaged. Yes, the past year has been a busy and active one to increase Las Amigas awareness in our local communities, regionally, and nationally. To wrapup our year’s efforts, you are now reading a special edition of Sister Circle, the 2008 end of year journal. This recaps



Las Amigas efforts throughout 2007-2008. Thank you to ALL 24 chapters (that’s right 24 chapters!!!) for providing input to this issue. And thanks for sending in photos too! While all chapters and regions are doing great work in their communities, we were not able to publish chapter and regional reports in entirety. So, this issue highlights chapter activities with a focus on sharing an overall glimpse of regional happenings. Orchids to all for making our first year of Sister Circle a success. It could not have happened without YOU. Let’s keep moving forward... Onward and Upward! Enjoy YOUR year end review. All the best! Brenda Brenda C. McCaskill, National Reporter



LEGACY LIVES ON



The co-founder’s vision to



Joann W. Williams President Brenda S. Gilliam Vice President Betty A. Crawford Recording Secretary Barbara Howerton Corresponding Secretary Zeler Raspberry Financial Secretary Jollye Shaw Treasurer Brenda C. McCaskill Reporter Pearl Owens Historian Angela Moore Sergeant-at-Arms Agatha Grimes Chaplain Jodi Berry Parliamentarian Rosemary Hemingway President’s Advisor



Sisterhood, dedication, and passion for public service has lived on for 50 years as a national organization in Las Amigas, Inc. In 1957, Mrs. Dora R. Mason and Mrs. Mary Q. Moore founded Las Amigas, Inc. What began as one chapter has grown to twenty –four chapters across the United States working to enhance the quality of life and promote the general improvement of the communities in which we serve.



National Officers



Ethel D. Hart Immediate Past President Regional Directors Roberta Epps Northeast Region Katie Moore Southeast Region



(pictured left to right) Co-founders Mary Q. Moore and Dora R. Mason recruit, develop, and retain members who share the organization’s values and are committed to our mission is a legacy



that lives on. Las Amigas’ 50 years is a tribute to two women who dedicated their lives to being “friends” in service.



PLAN …. EXECUTE …. CONQUER



Yvonne Cooley Southwest Region Miriam Jordan Sunbelt Region Frances Robinson Tidewater Central Region
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REGIONAL RECAPS TIDEWATER-CENTRAL REGION—FRANCES ROBINSON, REGIONAL DIRECTOR “Thank you” for accepting our invitation to come to the 50th Conclave, believe it or not 25 years ago conclave was held in the Tidewater Central Region, hosted by the Richmond Chapter. Today we are seven chapters strong and we continue to grow. You asked how and why, we tell the story to ladies in and out of our region, they find inspiration, they listen and want to become a part of this sisterly partnership and the legacy continues. Chapters in the region were congratulated on their winning of awards at our past conclave and one of our members selected as most outstanding member and the winning tradition for the region goes on. Our regional meetings have been held with lots of sisters in attendance. Our newest chapter, the Ahoskie Chapter, was installed in March 2008. Chapters supported them by providing their club pins for each member, stuffing gift bags for each new member and orchids were donated by our Immediate Past National President Ethel Hart. The newest chapter was presented an organizational plague from the region and they in turn presented the region with a plague; a plague was also presented to Marian Norcott-Langley who was instrumental in organizing and assisting the chapter, along with her chapter, the Newport NewsHampton. Tidewater Center chapters conducted rededication services, hosted meet and greet activities to interest new members; fed the hungry; cooked Thanksgiving dinner for a home and the homeless; distributed comforts of love; stuffed shoeboxes; decorated and stuffed Easter baskets; hosted festive holiday celebrations; hosted cotillions for young ladies; hosted a Lupus Walk; support kidney screenings; hosted a jazz brunch where balloons were popped for a fee; collected pop tops; distributed pink ribbons during breast cancer awareness month; played BINGO with patients; went back to school shopping with needy kids; stuffed backpacks with school supplies and the volunteer activities goes on and on. Members are thrilled to help the National President with the educational endeavor of collecting books that will be presented to a school in our region. Founders Day was celebrated, fundraisers held, cards sent to the sick and sympathy extended to the bereaved, new members installed, secret pals recognized and sister sharing took place. Our dedication and commitment continues and we hope to install our eighth chapter in 2009. We celebrate our successes and embrace the qualities that make us proud to be Las Amigas sisters. ****** SOUTHEAST REGION—KATIE M. MOORE, REGIONAL DIRECTOR The months of June, July, August, and September were a joyful times for me, as I begin to organize and plan the program of work for our region. This was also the beginning of my first year as regional director. I have great love for Las Amigas, Incorporated and Southeast Region. Both inspire me to overcome any sense of limitation and fear. As we commemorate the 50th Conclave of Las Amigas, Incorporated, there is a strong sense of pride in knowing the phenomenal sisters of the Southeast Regional remain steadfast and unmovable in our efforts to promote our five programmatic thrusts. Our Fall Regional Meeting was held September 15, 2007 in Lumberton, North Carolina. St. Pauls/Bladen Chapter members did an outstanding job serving as the host of this very productive meeting. Whiteville Chapter received the Regional Attendance Award. The Southeast Region was blessed to have Joann Williams, our National President and Linda Hammonds, our National Queen both brings greetings and appreciation for our continued support. Marilyn Bracey, our Immediate Past Regional Director was recognized with an appreciation plaque form our region. In an effort to promote our Health Initiative, Rosa Marsh, member of the St. Pauls/Bladen Chapter did a presentation on “Women’s Health”. The Southeast Region was elated to send a delegate, Agatha Grimes to NCNW Convention in Washington, DC during the month of December. In addition to representing the Southeast Region, Agatha Grimes accepted the challenge of soliciting NCNW memberships from our region. Our goal is to reach 80%. In addition to NCNW Membership drive participation. The chapters in Southeast Region will donate 250 books to the Las Amigas Book Project which address the Educational Initiative by our national president. The chapters in our region continue to support our national projects: Comfort of Love; National Kidney Foundation; and the Lupus Foundation through the distribution of literature and financial support. Wilmington Chapter spearheaded the Founder’s Day Celebration on February 10, 2008, which was held in Wilmington, North Carolina at Ebenezer Missionary Baptist. Following morning worship the members dined together at So Ho Steak House. Our Spring Regional Meeting was held March 15, 2008 in Lumberton, North Carolina. Whiteville Chapter members did an excellent job serving as the host of this very industrious meeting. Wilmington Chapter received the Regional Attendance Award. The Southeast Region was again blessed to have Joann Williams, our National President and Linda Hammonds, our National Queen both brings greetings and appreciation for our sustained support. Wilmington Chapter President Lula Little recognized the chapters’ four new members. Greensboro Chapter President recognized one new member. Erica Thompson, Whiteville Chapter was crowned Southeast Regional Queen. This is the year that we move forward with zeal and enthusiasm. Giving and receiving, committing to purposeful, rewarding goals. PLAN …. EXECUTE …. CONQUER
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REGIONAL RECAPS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) NORTHEAST REGION—ROBERTA EPPS, REGIONAL DIRECTOR The sisters of the mighty, mighty Northeast Region have vigorously been at work within our local communities. After proudly hosting the 49th annual Conclave and the 50th anniversary of Las Amigas, Inc. within our region, the host chapter of Cincinnati and the other five chapters that comprise the Northeast region never skipped a beat. We endeavored to ensure that we provided services, activities, and events for residents in our various locales. Our very capable Presidents, Mary Wren of Baltimore, G. Daphene Mosley of Cincinnati, Mary Richardson of Forestville, Annlouise Goodner Brown of Philadelphia. Leila Welch of Seat Pleasant, and Verna Smith of Washington Metro galvanized their members and together left their distinguishable Las Amigas, Inc. mark upon the young, the inbetween, and the elderly. In September we gathered as a region for our semi-annual meeting in Philadelphia where we discussed among many items our plans for the organizational year and where we received vital legal information regarding estates, wills, trusts, and probates. In November, the Region was in attendance at the Executive Board meeting held in Greensboro, N. C. During October and November, local chapter’s were actively involved in fundraising events and with civic activities. Some of these included Seat Pleasant’s annual Gloria Holloman Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion Show named iin honor of their late member and work with elementary school students and with college bound youth; Washington Metro’s annual Harvest dance and involvement with staffing a weekly food concession at the Washington Redskins’ FEDEX STADIUM employing youth in the area; Baltimore’s annual dinner theater project and sponsoring of activities with its adopted school; Philadelphia’s annual car raffle and work with the homeless and the elderly; Forestville’s annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s annual breakfast and donated furniture and household supplies to a mother with four children who was previously homeless; Cincinnati’s participation in breast cancer walks to raise awareness about breast cancer and monies, preparations for December holiday baskets given to the chapter’s adopted families, and collecting blankets to be donated as part of the chapter’s Comfort of Love efforts. The NCNW Conference was attended by the Northeast Regional Director and several members. As has become a tradition at the NCNW conferences, the Northeast Region was instrumental in staffing the registration table. Dr. Height expects and looks forward to Las Amigas’s participation in the conference, the registration, and the Credentials committee. The Northeast Region hosted dinner for the National President. This year an added feature was the Leadership conference which Roberta Epps, Brenda Gilliam, and Mary Richardson were conferees and received leadership certificates. In February, chapters within the Northeast region celebrated Founder’s Day by attending church together and celebrating afterwards. During the month of March the Seat Pleasant chapter hosted our regional meeting as we discussed ways to invigorate the region – new ideas for old chapters and also chapter signature events, the outstanding activity by which each chapter is known, and the outstanding fundraiser of each chapter. The Northeast Region’s annual special project which provides funds to one chapter for a project within its community, was awarded to the Forestville chapter. In addition, the Northeast Region’s Buddy Program, initiated by the Seat Pleasant chapter, paired chapters together and allowed them to become familiar with each other through gift exchanges and other tokens of sisterly affection. The Northeast region continues to make a difference in our communities. Wherever there is a need in the Northeast you are likely to find a Las Amigas, Inc. member in the midst helping to make a DIFFERENCE. ****** SOUTHWEST REGION— YVONNE COOLEY, REGIONAL DIRECTOR The Southwest Region is comprised of six chapters: Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Gastonia, Kannapolis, Mooresville and Morven, N.C. and Greenville, S.C. After returning from a spectacular 49th Conclave and 50th Anniversary Celebration the members had a renewed dedication to continue the ideals of Las Amigas, Inc. The 2008-2009 year began with the Morven Chapter hosting the September Regional Meeting. They also celebrated their 20th Anniversary later that evening. Our National President, Joann Williams and members from several other chapters stayed over to join the celebration. Some of the service projects and events of the Region include a Clothes Closet giveaway and hotdog lunch serving 150 homeless citizens; Rededication services; Served Thanksgiving Dinner to senior citizens; Cooked and served dinners to a homeless shelter; Donated lap covers and Comfort of Love blankets to senior citizens and Cancer patients. Held winter retreats for members; Served as bell ringers for the Salvation Army; Donated items to a crisis pregnancy center; Donated to Toys for Tots; Prepared and served Christmas dinner to Generation Boys Home; Christmas celebration for members and friends; Had Black History dinners and programs; Chapters attended the Founders Day Celebration in Charlotte. Had Mother/Daughter events; Walked in Relay for Life; Worked with Voter Registration; Volunteered for the Kidney Foundation events. Awarded many scholarships to deserving high school and technical college students; Held Teen Awareness workshops; Had Little Miss Las Amigas pageants; Donated diapers to Headstart Centers. At the April Regional Meeting in Charlotte, a Memorial Service was held for our dear deceased member, Carrie Grier. I am very proud of the Southwest Region members who worked hard to help enrich the lives of others. PLAN …. EXECUTE …. CONQUER
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CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS The Ahoskie North Carolina Chapter was inducted on March15,2008 at the Regional meeting in Newport News Va.; There are 8 members: six were inducted that day and two have been inducted since then. We have had two fundraisers this year, a raffle for a 50.00 gas card and a yard sale; both were very successful. *** The Baltimore Chapter held its annual fundraiser at Toby’s Dinner Theater, volunteered with the National Kidney Foundation for four of their screenings, participated in the Susan Komen Breast Cancer Walk, bought school supplies, hats, gloves, scarves and Easter baskets for our adopted school, purchased blankets for the ‘Comfort of Love Project’ and presented them to ‘Bountiful Hands’ for the homeless *** The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Chapter volunteered for the National Kidney Foundation of Charlotte by answering phones, labeled and stamped mailings, and made RSVP follow-up calls for upcoming events; donated to “The Black College Awareness Program” and gave school supplies to elementary school children; served as greeters for the Avon Breast Cancer Walk; created the “Project Blooming Orchids” an after school program where members conduct weekly workshops on topics that promote the development of elementary school age girls; *** The Chesterfield Virginia Chapter adopted our theme as being “Home Again: Sharing God’s Love in our Community”.; partnership was developed with “Home Again”, a community-based organization



that provides transitional programs for women with children, single women, men and veterans. This initiative provided an avenue for the chapter to focus on National’s fivepoint program by offering workshops in resume` writing, image, stress management, and to teach survivor skills to the residents.; assisted with serving Thanksgiving dinner to 400 persons at Cedar Street Baptist Church and provided a Thanksgiving basket to an elderly gentlemen in transitional housing. *** The Cincinnati Chapter and several organizations collaborated to present “Sometimes I Cry”, a one woman show by actress Sheryl Lee Ralph which tells the story of women affected by HIV/Aids; participated in a “Back to School Carnival” by donating school supplies and sponsoring a booth to distribute toothpaste and toothbrushes; Chapter President Mosley represented the chapter as a presenter at the All About You Women’s Conference; members participated in walks for the fight against breast cancer; *** Members of the Forestville Chapter attended the NCNW Conference and assisted with the registration desk and worked as the credentialing committee; clothing was donated to Our Place, DC, to a winter clothing drive in Southeast Washington D.C., and to the Lupus Foundation; the chapter received the Northeast Region Special Project Award that will be given to First Book in the name of The Urban Teen. Books will then be purchased for students at Wheatly Head Start, Berkshire Head Start and New Horizon Child Development Center;



The Gastonia Chapter purchased Thanksgiving gift cards for families in Charlotte, Gastonia, and Union County; members rang bell for Salvation Army at Wal-Mart in Gastonia; donated to Toys for Tots and attended the Biker’s Rally; donated to LifeSpan for Christmas; donated items to Crisis Pregnancy Center; Visited King’s Mountain Nursing Center for Easter and fellowshipped with the residents and gave them treats; Participated in giving clothes and food to Southwest Regional clothing closet for the homeless and less fortunate;



Baltimore Chapter



*** Members of the Greensboro Chapter attended Southeast Regional Meetings, Executive Board Meeting, NCNW Conference in Washington, D. C., volunteered for Kids Voting, purchased blankets for a Women’s Shelter and donated a washer for Joseph’s House (a home for young men in transit), sponsored a table of ten for the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Prayer Breakfast. Attended the home going service of former National President, Agnes W. H. Roseboro; held the 39th Vals Purez Hovenez Ball fundraiser for scholarship; *** Nine (9) Greenville Chapter members attended the September Fall Regional Meeting hosted by the Morven Chapter. We also stayed overnight to attend their 20th Anniversary Celebration; adopted the “Reedy Place” for a year, by serving dinner once a month to 20 homeless persons and staff; cooked, served and fed over 100 senior citizens for our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner at Greater Mt. Calvary Baptist Church; (continued on page 6)
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Charlotte-Mecklenburg Chapter



Cincinnati Chapter worshiping together at Sunday church services to celebrate Founders Day ‘08



Gastonia Chapter
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CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) The Henrico County Chapter, host of the 50th Annual Conclave in Richmond, Virginia, June 25Th – 29th, 2008, has been busy planning our national conclave; in addition, took children school shopping at Target with the YWCA’S Brighter Beginnings program, donated our time reading to children in the Richmond Public Schools, and every 5th Wednesday of the year, prepare food for the Emergency Men’s Shelter to fellowship and serve them; *** The Kannapolis Chapter motto is “Sisters working together for love, peace, and harmony”; chapter adopted the Cooperative Christian Ministry as their yearly project. Every month sisters donate food items to the Christian Ministry Food Pantry/Shelter. Eyeglasses will be given to the Davidson N. C. Lions Club. The eyeglasses will be given to third world countries. A monetary donation was given to the empty stocking fund in December to aid underprivileged families; *** The Mooresville Chapter was honored and proud to award a $1000.00 Scholarship to a graduating senior and adopted two local elementary schools as a monthly project; reached out to share love with our senior citizens by sponsoring our annual Senior Citizens Banquet. We prepared and served approximately one hundred guests; In the season of giving we adopted a family at Christmas and blessed them with food and gifts; donated $200.00 to the Lupus Foundation. *** The Morven Chapter kicked off the year with a celebration



of the organization’s twenty year anniversary; Chapter members gave out information on breast cancer awareness, gave lap covers to the patients at Matthews Hematology and Oncology and to dialysis patients in Wadesboro as part of the Comfort of Love Project; The group held its annual Harvest Tea and Thanksgiving Dinner for seniors; The Uptown Development group of Anson County asked the Morven Chapter to decorate one of the large windows in uptown Wadesboro, N. C. with Las Amigas memorabilia during February. *** Newport News/Hampton Chapter Shining Stars Project, a debutante project, awarded $2,250 in scholarships. Fourteen young girls participated in events including a meet and greet reception, a sleepover, legal workshop, packing boxes to donate Thanksgiving dinner to two needy families, visiting a nursing home, a forgiveness workshop, bowling party, Martin Luther King, Jr., Essay contest, taking the girls to the Megagenesis College Fair, a mother and daughter tea, a makeover workshop, and culminated with the Debutante Cotillion;



Portsmouth Chapter chose as its main community project this year the theme of: “Strengthening the Bond of Generations through PROJECT S.H.A.R.E (Spreading Happiness and Respect to the Elderly). Bell’s Residential Facility was adopted to receive the main focus of the chapter’s attention. Some of the activities completed for PROJECT S.H.A.R.E included: a card party, exercise class, dance class, bingo game, nature walk, gardening which includes planting their own plants, preparing floral arrangements for their rooms, fashion show, sing-a-long, Mother’s Day luncheon and Father’s Day reception. Gifts and other items were presented such as footies, bibs, toiletries, and items for their rooms. *** The Red Springs Chapter’s, Miss Teen Queen, represented the chapter in the town of Parkton’s annual Independence Day Parade and participated in the Red Springs Christmas Parade. The Red Springs Chapter sponsored a very successful Little Mr. and Miss Harvest Pageant in which all of the participants, their parents and sponsors eagerly competed with one another.



***



***



The Philadelphia Chapter donated school supplies to a homeless shelter; participated in the AIDS Walk; attended a LUPUS symposium; participated in voter registration; members served as volunteers to take 100 students to the Museum of Natural Sciences; members provided transportation to the Voting Polls; assisted in preparing a Mock Voter session for high school students eligible to vote in the upcoming election;



The Richmond Chapter adopted the Ronald McDonald House as their main project for the club year ; Other community projects included home cooked meals, Thanksgiving dinner, Comforts of Love, collecting tabs from sodas and food cans, support of the NAACP, voter registration drives, hosting movie night, Easter baskets, and stuffed backpacks with school supplies for less fortunate students; awarded book scholarships to 7 college students;



***



(continued on page 7)
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Greenville Chapter members at Fall ‘07 Executive Board meeting.



Morven Chapter celebrating 20 years of service at their annual Christmas dance



Newport News/Hampton Shining Stars Debutante Cotillion



Portsmouth Chapter members at the chapter’s holiday celebration
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CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) The Seat Pleasant Chapter supported deployed troops from Maryland to Iraq with "TREATS FO TROOPS". The project sent goodies such as candies, toiletries, games and magazines to one hundred forty-seven troops. The goal is to do whatever we can to let our troops know that we appreciate them and pray for their safety daily; the12th Annual Luncheon and Fashion show fundraiser was held in support of the annual Gloria Holloman community outreach;



folk Headstart Program, gave 20 Comfort of Love blankets to the Suffolk Homeless Shelter, and awarded 2 scholarships; participated in the planning for the local Lupus Walk in partnership with the Lupus Foundation of America; The Genieve Shelter for Battered Women was the recipient of our “Pockets of Love” Project. Members at the February meeting busily filled gentlyused pocketbooks (some were new) with smell good/toiletries items.



***



***



St.Pauls/Bladen County Chapter hosted the Southeast Region Fall meeting, donated school supplies and Halloween treats to More At Four students at St. Pauls Elementary School and Plain View Elementary School, and held the Senior Citizen Banquet and donated Comfort of Love Blankets and other gifts; Hosted the Martin L. King birthday observance for the Community at Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church and served refreshments;



The Washington-Metro Chapter volunteered for registration at the National Council of Negro Women’s Black Family Reunion and the Black Caucus Foundation, Inc; Hostess for NCNW – Uncommon Height; Our special projects concentrate several times throughout the club year on feeding individuals and families sleeping on the streets of Washington, D.C.; conduct clothing and luncheon drives, registered donors with the Bone Marrow and Red Cross National Capital Area and Certified CPR & AED registered with the American Safety & Health Institute.



*** The Suffolk Chapter collected and stuffed stockings for the Salvation Army, donated story time books and educational games to the Suf-



***



The Whiteville Chapter journey continued with the annual “Little Miss and Miss Las Amigas” pageant. Halloween treats were given to students at local schools. Tutorial assistance was provided throughout the year to local elementary and middle school students. Twenty-four blankets were given to the local Red Cross and families in need. The chapter adopted a Rest Home, providing entertainment, Christmas gifts, and bingo parties for the residents. The chapter donated more than $2000 dollars to local charities and awarded four scholarships totaling $4,000. The chapter totaled 1,540 volunteer hours. *** Members of the Wilmington Chapter decided this year to not only apply ourselves to little things, but become better in accomplishing great things; We realized that in order to meet our target of becoming a viable contributing force in the community, we needed to establish goals and objectives. While planning for great things in July, we retreated to the beach home of our Sister Deloris Whitted. Projects included donating school supplies, adoption of Maids Parks, and volunteer at a senior center.



Richmond Chapter



St. Paul’s/Bladen County members take part in the St. Paul’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration.



Washington-Metro Chapter and friends celebrate Founders’ Day ‘08



***



A MOMENT IN HISTORY… Las Amigas, Inc., National Headquarters opened in Charlotte, North Carolina on March 15, 1987 at 3700 The Plaza. It is the first Black women’s organization to have a headquarters in Charlotte. At the time of ribbon cutting, the following were active chapters in the organization: Atlanta, Baltimore, Charlotte-Mecklenburg, Decatur-Dekalb, Fayetteville, Forestville, Gastonia, Greensboro, Greenville, Kannapolis, Mooresville, Newark, Newport News-Hampton, Petersburg-Hopewell, Philadelphia, Portsmouth, Raleigh, Red Springs, Richmond, Salisbury, Seat Pleasant, Silver Springs, Suffolk, Whilteville, and Wilmington. Photo provided by Beatrice Spaulding (Mooresville Chapter)



Headquarters remains operational today . PLAN …. EXECUTE …. CONQUER
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT Throughout the year in Sister Circle, we’ve highlighted great things happening to our membership; Here are a few things since our last issue: • Las Amigas’ name was



sounded out proud and loudly at the 2008 Virginia Governor’s Award Ceremony on Wednesday, May 7th, when Regional Director Frances Robinson was awarded the Governor’s Award for Community Service and Volunteerism by Governor Tim Kaine. The awardees were selected out of over 120,000 state employees. She was again recognized at her agency luncheon for being nominated from the agency and being selected, Said Frances, “You would have been proud.” • Congratulations to the



following for 20 years of service in Las Amigas: Joletha Little,



Diane Melton, Elizabeth T. Kersey, Pat McCoy, Brenda Deberry, Emma McClinton-Thompson, Marion P. Harris, and Ruth Johnson; • Congratulations to the



following for 25 years of service in Las Amigas: Ruth H. Perkins, Jessie Wofford, and Mary R. White; • Congratulations to the



following for 30 years of service in Las Amigas: Dorothy Wiggins, Joyce Waddell, Carolyn A. Wyatt, and Rev. Annlouise GoodnerBrown; • Congratulations to those



who have achieved 35 years of service in Las Amigas: Frankie McNeil Bright, Barbara E. Howerton, Barbara A. Stokes, Mary J. Richardson, Lula C. Little, Lessie Holland Harris, Shirley E. Ferebee, and Gloria Parker; • Congratulations to Joyce



Staton on reaching 40 years of service in Las Amigas; Las Amigas, Inc. • Congratulations to Lois



Dutton who has achieved 45 years of service in Las Amigas!; • Orchids to Betty Craw-



ford, a member of the Red Springs Chapter and National Recording Secretary, on receiving a $5,000.00 grant from the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation to implement a mini physical fitness center for her students at Rosenwald Elementary School in Fairmont NC. , where she is a physical education teacher. The grant will help pay for equipment, pedometers, scales and other materials needed to promote and encourage the students to be life long learners with healthy bodies. Congratulations to all of our Sisters for their dedication and outreach to helping others. Thru each of you, the essence of Las Amigas, Inc., carries on and is visible for all to see. Orchids Sisters!



Clemmons and Sarah M. Congratulations Tidewater-Central Region on your Annual Holiday Celebration; Each year, rotating location, the region comes together for the holiday to



3700 The Plaza Charlotte, N.C. 28205



Northeast Region Baltimore Cincinnati Forestville Philadelphia Seat Pleasant Washington-Metro Southeast Region Greensboro Red Springs St. Pauls/Bladen County Wilmington Whiteville Southwest Region Charlotte-Mecklenburg Gastonia Greenville Kannapolis Mooresville Morven Sunbelt Region Atlanta Tidewater Central Region Ahoskie Chesterfield Henrico County Newport News/Hampton Portsmouth Richmond Suffolk



celebrate and socialize. The 2007 Annual Holiday Celebration was hosted by the Portsmouth Chapter. (attendees standing left to right): National President Williams, Evans Tyson, Immediate Past National President Hart, Joe Holloman, Marian Norcott-Langley , Curlee Cogdell, and Regional Director Robinson.



PLAN …. EXECUTE …. CONQUER



“Those who apply themselves too closely to little things, often become incapable of accomplishing great things.”
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