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Onyx Mechanical – A Fresh Approach to Mechanical Contracting The construction landscape in the Greater Toronto Area is rapidly evolving. Both new and existing buildings are becoming more complex as owners and developers strive to build green and become environmentally responsible. This goal requires a team of highly skilled professionals and a key component within this team is the mechanical contractor. Onyx Mechanical Ltd’s ability to fill that role, providing mechanical construction services for the Industrial Commercial and Institutional (ICI) sector, is what separates them from the competition. Leading Onyx Mechanical is a highly skilled partnership comprised of Chris Nielsen, John E. McKinnon and Bryon Backus; together having a combined 68 years of experience in the plumbing and HVAC industry. Throughout their career they have participated in a vast range of projects, from the smallest renovations to projects whose mechanical portion reaches $20 million. Recognized within the plumbing and HVAC industry for their knowledge and abilities, the partners have developed a solid reputation. “Our biggest asset is our reputation,” Chris mentions, “but it takes a significant effort by everyone in the company to maintain and grow that reputation.”



According to John, Onyx Mechanical’s mission is “to exceed our clients’ expectations and deliver the highest level of construction quality at a fair market value.” The company works to develop long-term relationships with their customers to help guarantee their satisfaction through excellent communications, cooperation and teamwork. “We offer the expertise and understanding found on large scale projects to those on small to medium scale budgets,” says Bryon, explaining that the company gives the same attention to detail for smaller jobs as it does to large projects. “We take a comprehensive approach to the mechanical portions of construction. It is the pre-construction services that Onyx offers, such as technical audits, mechanical surveys, budgeting and design assistance, which customers consider a real value-added feature of the company.” Onyx Mechanical is quickly differentiating itself through cooperation and flexibility. “When we commit to something, we work on schedule, on budget, and we don’t ‘nickeland-dime’ everything that comes up,” Chris states. “Being a part of the team means doing your part and knowing when and how to get the project done. If something causes the project to head in the wrong direction you have an obligation to identify and resolve it,



13 April 2009 not to ignore it.” Onyx enjoys working with a wide variety of industry leaders such as PCL Constructors, GovenBrown and Century Group. Smaller projects sometimes don’t involve general contractors, so in these types of projects, Onyx Mechanical provides services directly to owners such as The University of Toronto, Victoria College, Penn Equity Management and Sheridan Hotels. The company also takes great care in selecting their subcontractors and places significant value on the skills and abilities that they bring to each project. “Sub contractors represent Onyx Mechanical when joining our team. As a result we select those companies whose values and work ethic align with our own” says Bryon. The Onyx Mechanical team has significant experience working with clients in the health and education sectors and recognizes that these groups have special requirements that must be taken into consideration. Onyx has done a number of projects for the University of Toronto as they renovate various facilities. “We’ve installed steam-lines and eyewash stations, replaced air-handlers and pumps, and we’ll be adding domestic cold water pumps shortly,” John outlines. In the health sector, Onyx has participated on the construction teams working for companies such as GE Healthcare and has participated in a design group to provide a detailed proposal for a Cyclotron and Radio Pharmacy laboratory for one of Canada’s leading hospitals. Other work done in the healthcare sector includes work in support of MRIs, CTs,
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x-ray/diagnostic imaging, and mammography suites. The Onyx teams’ experience extends into the commercial sector as well. One example is work done at the Toronto Eaton’s Centre for a new, yet to be announced, major tenant. Onyx recently completed the base building services required to meet the tenant’s fit out needs. Onyx has also worked for PenEquity Realty Corporation’s Toronto Life Square, providing base building modifications for specific tenant’s needs. One project that the Onyx partners are



Mechanical



particularly proud to have been involved with is the construction of the Mountain Equipment Co-op store located in Burlington, ON. “It’s an all-wood structure with a Leaders in Energy Efficient Design (LEED) Gold rating,” explains Chris. The whole building is recyclable; made from either recycled materials or materials that can be recycled.” The building also has a state-of-the-art ice storage system which Onyx installed that is the first of its kind for a retail facility in Canada. Another green feature of the building is the rainwater harvesting system.



“Rainwater is collected from the roof of the building, filtered and stored below ground for reuse so that is can reduce its demand on the city water supply,” explains Bryon. Onyx Mechanical was responsible for the mechanical, heating, air-conditioning and ventilation work during the construction phase of the building and are currently installing pipe for the roof mounted solar array. The array will allow the building to run self sufficiently in the right conditions and will generate enough power to meet the store’s energy and hot water needs.
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Shawn Speed, the VP of Purchasing and Installation for RESCo Energy is very impressed with Onyx’s ability. “As the designers of the integrated solar thermal and electric system, RESCo Energy was extremely happy with the professional mechanical installation provided by Onyx,” says Speed. “This is a cutting edge installation and the first of its kind. With its broad background and experience, Onyx was able to handle the uniqueness of the request with ease.” Onyx Mechanical supports the green building movement and points out that the
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Mountain Equipment Co-op store in Burlington is an excellent example of environmentally sustainable commercial construction. “We fully support LEED construction and enjoy participating in these types of projects,” says Chris. “We believe that we have a responsibility to future generations to participate in and encourage environmentally sustainable projects.” John acknowledges that the quality and efficiency demanded by a LEED project comes at a premium, but says that “Onyx is there to assist the entire project team in finding the balance between fiscal and social responsibility.” The old adage about the right tools for the job is one fully supported by the partners at Onyx and was used when it came to building the administrative side of their business. Employing leading edge IT servers, computers, specialized estimating, project management and accounting software and in-house CAD plotting machines, Onyx Mechanical has invested heavily in the office infrastructure. “There are companies many times our size that have not invested a fraction of what we have to build the foundation for our company - a commitment that proves to our clients that Onyx Mechanical is prepared to stand out from the pack,” says Chris. “If you want to make a difference you have to be willing to contribute, to be a part of something and leave your mark for those who follow to see what you could achieve,” state the three partners. “Onyx is our achievement, our pride and our future.”
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