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First United Methodist Church



Fort Payne, Alabama



Hello Church Family, We often pray for God to bless what we are doing. A better approach to life and ministry is to do what God is already blessing. We want to make sure we are in step with Jesus. As we consider the gospels, it becomes clear what Jesus is blessing. Jesus is blessing every effort to proclaim the kingdom of God so that all who will believe will become members of the kingdom of God. Jesus began his ministry by preaching and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In Luke 19 we hear Jesus’ words “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." The kingdom of God has come near. The king has come near, so that the lost can come to God. Jesus sought out the lost and invited them into the spiritual family of God. Since the task of reaching the lost was great, Jesus enlisted the help of 12 disciples. “These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10). The generosity of God is seen in the signs that accompany the proclamation of the kingdom of God. God’s wants a better spiritual life for his lost sheep. He wants them to be “found” which is to be in relationship with God. God does not stop there. God also demonstrated his love in that he also healed the sick, raised the dead, and drove out demons as did the disciples who were empowered by Jesus to do the same. This would certainly make life better and compliment salvation as well. Today, the task is greater than ever. God calls us today to carry on the task of seeking out the lost sheep that God might save them. We too are “not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” (Romans 1). As a disciple of Jesus Christ, everything we are doing in life and ministry should have an element of evangelism in it. Our lives should be pointing others to Christ. In our work we should honor God by working hard and doing our job with integrity as John the Baptist stated in Luke 3. In our marriage and family, God should be honored as husbands love their wives as Christ loves the church. Wives respect their husbands. Parents raise your children in the training and admonition of the Lord. And children, honor your parents in the Lord for this is right. In all these ways and many more people will see Christ in our lives as we live a Christ-like life. It does not stop there. The physical resources of our lives are to be used to bless others so that the generosity of God can be spread through us. Jesus showed the priority of feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and prisoner, and caring for the stranger. We are given more than we need in life so that we might do these very things. Who does not have a few great clothes that they could give to those who have none? Who does not have an abundance of food, or resources to buy food, which could be shared? We all have time to visit the sick, or prisoner, if we will just take the time. Jesus made it clear that these were high priorities. At Fort Payne First, we are trying to make every ministry an outreach to the lost. A great example is the new chapel service we are having just before SOS on Wednesdays. In the past, we have shared the love and grace of God by meeting the common needs of our community. Now, we are also making a clear attempt to meet spiritual needs even before addressing common needs. We are not forcing Christ on anyone, but we are making Christ available to everyone. Our individual lives should be lived in the same way. Loving being your pastor, Ricky
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G.R.A.C.E.ful Living



Celebrate!!!



Greetings Church,



As the calendar turns toward March, we begin looking towards our summer activities here among the Fort Payne First student community. Our big focus this summer will be on our Beach Camp 2015! We will be starting sign ups in the very near future! Deposits will be due by the end of March and they are $50. It is going to be an awesome experience! We will also have many other great opportunities to serve and fellowship this summer! Please be on the lookout for our summer calendar that will be released in March!



$ ,000.00 was paid toward the principle debt on our Christian Life Center in 2012. We are now below the half million dollar Lucas ark at a new total of $463,000.00. 0$98,000.00 was pa mmd to- toward the principle ward debt March was paid onDates our Chris1: Small Groups 8, we will be having a youth tian Life Center On inMarch 2012. We are now below the half million 4: Wednesday Night Worship Sunday here at FPFUMC! We also will be 8: Small Groups, Youth Sunday fundsof received for our Man dollar mark at a having new the total $463,000.00. 11: Wednesday Night Worship 98



God Bless!



with a Pan luncheon allocated to go toward our Summer Beach Camp! Please come enjoy this day that will be devoted to showcasing our student community for you all and for the opportunity to raise funds for our summer activities!



Lenten Challenge Accepted



Myra Brown Teresa Campbell Celestine Darnell Shirley Fowler John & Julie Frederick Jack Gilbreath Randall Ham Susan & Chuck Hawkins Heather Hammonds Martha Herston Michelle Ibsen



Raylene Izak Melanie Lockett Becky Mingle Margaret McClure JoAnn Newton Ellie Pitts Betsy Smith Barbara Sanders Lisa Shaddix Chrissy Smith Angela & Ryan Thwaits Jo Tomberlin



15: Small Groups 18: Wednesday Night Worship 22: Small Groups 25: Wednesday Night Worship 29: No Small Groups



2015 Challenge Accepted



Julia Brown Teresa Campbell David Formby John & Julie Frederick Randall Ham Susan & Chuck Hawkins Randall Ham Martha Herston Wayne, Brandi, Bryson & Jay Carter Lyles Becky Mingle JoAnn Newton Wilma Playford



Betsy Smith Chrissy Smith Barbara Sanders Lisa Shaddix Angela & Ryan Thwaits Lindy & Anthony Vizzinia Merle & Randy Wilson
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Servant Ministries SOS News: The new addition of SOS Chapel continues to be a great success! We have given out more than 20 bibles in January and February and continue to be amazed by the number of prayer requests we are receiving. I would like to thank Lucas Pruett and Jim Russell for volunteering to lead chapel on occasion and providing me with great examples to learn from!



Coat and Hat Drive



Also, with winter months upon us, we have seen several clients recently that do not have a good winter coat. We would like to have a “Coat and Hat Drive” over the next few weeks to help provide for this need. If you have gently worn coats and hats that you would like to donate to this cause, please feel free to leave them on the cart in Mission Alley. Any kind of blanket would be great as well!



BOL News: We are still in need of volunteers to help serve on our Saturdays at Bread of Life. Upcoming dates for this spring are March 21st—April 18th—May 16th. If you or your small group would like to be a part of this awesome service opportunity, please contact Chrissy at the church or email me at [email protected]. Also, BOL has started opening their doors to the community during the coldest nights to serve as a “Warming Station.” Cots and blankets are provided, but volunteers are greatly needed to oversee things on those nights. Doors are open to those in need of a warm place to sleep from “dark to daylight.” NO Meal is provided on those evenings. If you are interested in learning more about this service opportunity, please feel free to call me. Thank you and God Bless, Chrissy Smith Director of Servant Ministry



New Members



Holy Baptism



Robert and Donna Wells



Celestine Darnell



John “Chuck” Frederick
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Children’s Ministries



UMCF



DATES 3/1-6:00-7:30 3/8-6:00-7:30 3/15-6:00-7:30 3/22-6:00-7:30 3/29-NO UMCF (Spring Break)



We will be completing our “Attitude of Gratitude” small group study this month. We are also selling Boston Ferns right now to help “offset” our camp tuition. Donʼt forget to purchase your beautiful Trailing Boston Fern by March 25th!



The Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday April 4th (time and location TBA)



Wonderful WednesdayWe are continuing our study on The Armor of God. These lessons are designed to lead our children to a stronger relationship with God, and a faith so bold that they will be able to stand firm in the midst of unclear situations.



MUSIC NOTES: THOUGHTS ON WORSHIP



DATES 3/4-5:30-7:00 3/11-5:30-7:00 3/18-5:30-7:00 3/25-5:30-7:00



From the Choir Director: Bennie Carol Botts



THE APOSTLES’ CREED Most Sundays in traditional worship we use the Apostles’ Creed. What is it and why do we use it? Simply put, The Apostles’ Creed is a statement of our faith as Christians…not of any particular denomination, but a statement of the basic tenets of Christianity. I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. While there are mixed accounts of the history of the Apostles’ Creed, most historical sources agree that it was developed no later than the 4th century in the early Christian church and used by the Church of Rome. It grew out of an effort to combat false t eaching and apostasy in the early church and to give believers, who had no Bible and usually did not read or write, a way by rote to remember the important beliefs of Christianity. It is based on Christian theological understanding of the Canonical gospels, letters of the New Testament and to a lesser extent the Old Testament. There is some misunderstanding about the phrase in the text “the holy catholic church” which refers not to the Roman Catholic Church but to “catholic” meaning “universal”… in other words, the Church of Jesus Christ on earth. We use the Creed today as Christians have been doing in many denominations for some 1700 years simply to “profess with our mouths what we believe in our hearts.” I came to a greater appreciation of the liturgies and the Creed when I was in a Methodist church in Chicago whose minister did not preach Truth. The only time I heard Biblical truth on Sunday was in the Creed and the liturgies. (I eventually left that church.) We are careful each Sunday not to “recite” the Creed, but instead to “profess our faith” to one another. As we consider each tenet of the Creed, we are reminded of Who and What we believe in and in the timelessness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 11:8
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Pacesetters What is a “Pacesetter” you might ask? Webster’s definition of the word is this: a person who runs ahead of the others in order to set a pace; a leader; a trendsetter; one that takes the lead or sets an example. That pretty much sums up the motto of this group of individuals. “PaceSetters” was founded in 2001 with the idea of providing a way for those who were retired, or semi-retired, an opportunity to connect and fellowship with other members of our church in pursuing similar interests. We would like to extend an offer to anyone in our church body that is interested in being a part of this ministry. At whatever level your schedule allows for you to be involved, we have several upcoming events that we hope will interest you. Below is a tentative schedule of events for the upcoming months. March 24th—Card Day and Luncheon: Enjoy several different varieties of card games including Bridge, Rook, Rummy, Dominoes, and many more. April 16th—Dinner and a Play: Northeast Community College presents “Into the Woods”, dinner before at 50 Taters in Rainsville



May 19th—Cumberland County Playhouse Trip: Lunch at the Cumberland Co State Park followed by the musical “ Singing in the Rain”.



If you are interested in joining us for any of the mentioned events, or would like more information about PaceSetters, please contact Chrissy at the church or email me at [email protected]. Watch for more information in the weekly Bulletin as well as sign-up sheets at the CLC desk.



BIRTHDAY MILESTONE Let’s all join together to wish Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas a Happy Birthday. She turns 100 years old on Friday, March 13th. You can send your best wishes to her at the following address: 511 Cherokee Drive SW, Fort Payne, AL 35967. She has been a member of First United Methodist Church for 76 years.



JOIN US FOR LUNCH ON MARCH 8, 2015!! Our United Methodist Men will begin serving at 10:30 am. No reservations are needed, and the price is your donation. Menu: Fried Chicken or Meatloaf , Green Beans, Pinto Beans, Creamed Corn, Mashed Potatoes, Mac and Cheese, Squash casserole, Broccoli Salad, Roll/Cornbread, Peach Cobbler, and Chocolate Chip Cookies.
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*Dora Atkins The family of Dean Bailey (Brenda Bailey’s father-in-law) Ronnie Benson (brother in law of David Formby) *Misty Bruce Jewell Chisenhall Family of Jim Dalton (Jim and Steve Chambers’ brother-in-law) Terry and Jimmy Edmondson (Christal Hill’s father) John Frederick Dorothy Goodwin (Nona Smith’s mother) Christal Hill (Brandi Lyles’ cousin) Donna Jenkins (friend of Brenda Bailey) The family of Bob Jordan Carson Kilgore (friend of Jane Caufield) *Sasha Loyd (Julie Frederick’s daughter) Russell Lowrey (classmate of Joe Brown)



U M W



Albert Mahler (friend of David Formby) Josiah McIntyre (missionary & son of Bryan McIntyre who serves Florence UMC) JoAnn Maupin (friend of Jane Caufield) The family of Wanda Moore The family of Mike Morann (Anthony Vizzinia’s friend) Jerry Moses (Brandi Lyles’ uncle) *The family of Brent Peek (Ann Hamilton’s brother) David Pitts ( John Quinn’s grandson) Jerry and Pat Posey The family of Jack Purcell (Nadine Shipp’s brother-in-law) Brandy Frederick Riggs (submitted by John Frederick) *Jimmy Sanders Stephen Smith (Brandi Lyles’ co-worker) *Marilyn Taylor (Lindy Vizzinia’s & Marci Davis’ Mother) Josephine Vizzinia (Anthony Vizzinia’s mother) The Family of Addie Wilks Cody and Krissie Wilson (Mark Wilson’s nephew) Bill Wise Our Church & Church Staff Our Military



Wills Creek Village Lib Howard Martha Wear Virginia Killian Nursing Homes Collinsville Nursing Home Winifred Scott Crowne Health Care Paddy Kellett Gadsden Rehab Wanda Moore Centre Health and Rehab. Christine Smith



Tender Loving Care At Home Jane Caufield Janis Williams Mike & Pam Eberhart Georgia Wills Raymond Groat Evelyn Jacoway Bill and Amelia Majors Madge Prestwood Fred and Barbara Purdy Charles Sawyer Elizabeth Thomas



*Indicates a new addition. Names will remain on the prayer list for 6 weeks unless otherwise directed.



Assisted Living



IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES: Thursday, March 5 @ 6:00- Susanna Wesley subgroup meets at W ilma Playford’s home. Tuesday, March 10th @ 10:00 Christian Fellowship subgroup resumes their regular meeting schedule in Cobble Hall. Friday, April 10th @ 5:30 “Paint and Praise for a Purpose” Fundraiser in CLC.



March Birthdays 3



Ben Lawrence Margaret Thurman 5 Abigail Gwarjanski 6 Julia Malcom 7 Clay Conkle 8 Leonard Atkins Joe Brown 9 Nicole Goggans Susan T. Hawkins Blake Smith 10 Karstin Brewis 11 Sarah Baine Iris Cook 12 Ella Fowler Heather Hammonds



13 14 15



16



17



18



Cole Barnes Elizabeth Thomas 100!! Liz Jordan Greg Conkle Jackson Gilbert Sean Smith Jim Houston Bill Jordan Mark Wilson Randall Cole Nick Esloon Terry Hawkins Faith Richardson Betsy Smith Graham Dodd Linda Swan



Anniversaries 19 20 21 22 23 24 26



John T. Davis JoAnn Newton Cline Horton Tracy Jones Pete Davis Bubba Lammon Trey Bailey Jake Barnes 27 Wyatt Evans 28 Josie Bruno Heather Burt Jade Gilbert Caroline Pendergrass 30 Blake Ashley



3



Brandi & Rob Bouchard



7



Ann & Jim Houston



11 Betty & David Faist 13 Lindy & Anthony Vizzinia 19 Martha & Steve Chambers 25 Bennie Carol & John Botts Suzanne & Richard Camp 27 Brandi & Wayne Lyles 30 Lisa & Randall Ham
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Celebrating NEW life Anne Frances Harris was born on February 24th. She weighed 7lbs. 6oz. and measured 21 inches. The proud parents are Hugh and Anne Lyle Harris. Prouder still are grandparents Tim and Kim Shugart.



Memorial and Honorarium Gifts Given in memory of Jim Dalton To the CLC by: Tommy & Martha Guice Given in memory of Robert Jordan To the CLC by: Tommy & Martha Guice Frances Smith Given in memory of Addie Wilks To the Pacesetters by: Jim & Pat Russell Given in memory of Bill Bailey To the Sanctuary Beautification Fund by: Greg & Shirley Fowler Given in memory of Laura Pettis To the CLC by: Greg & Shirley Fowler



Given in memory of James Fred Eberhart, Sr Sarah Emma Fanning Eberhart Caroline Kellet Eberhart Ted Roosevelt Caufield Floriena Jackson Caufield Robert Luther Maupin, III Paul Andrew Jackson Louise Buckley Jackson Virginia Jackson Summer William Augustus Jackson Johnnie Sizemore Jackson James Edgar Jackson Nora Payton Jackson Cheely Columbus Caufield Mae Jackson Caufield



Given in memory of Dean Bailey To the Pacesetters by: Jim & Pat Russell



To SOS by: Beverly Jane Caufield & Matthew M. Maupin



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE for Community Monday-Friday March 30-April 3 at noon with lunch following at 12:30 pm MONDAY – Rev. John Mathieu of Grace Presbyterian Church, Fort Payne TUESDAY – Rev. David Holmes of Asbury Methodist Church, Fort Payne WEDNESDAY – Rev. Bill Winters of St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church, Mentone THURSDAY – Rev. Ricky Smith of First Methodist Church, Fort Payne FRIDAY – Rev. John Brock of



Given in memory of Laura & Ray Pettis To SOS by: Charles & Rosalie Shipp Given in honor of JoAnn Eberhart Maupin To SOS by: Beverly Jane Caufield & Matthew M. Maupin Given in memory of Ralph Jackson, Jr. To the CLC by: Driskill-Wear SS Class Given in memory of Bob Richardson To the CLC by: Faith Richardson Given in honor of Ricky Smith’s birthday To the SOS by: Larry & Barbara Sanders



HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE Fort Payne 1st March 29-April 5 SUNDAY-8:45 & 11:00 am-Palm Sunday service WEDNESDAY-4:30 pm Dinner 6:00 pm Communion Service FRIDAY-6:00 pm Tenebrae Service SATURDAY-Easter Egg Hunt (more details to follow) SUNDAY-8:45 & 11:00 am-Easter Service



Volunteers This Month Greeters/Ushers: 8:45 am 03/01 03/08 03/15 03/22 03/29



Ushers/Greeters: Bob Chisenhall Youth Michael & Tina Smith Michael & Tina Smith Michael & Tina Smith



11:00 am Head Usher: Ronnie Russell Ushers: Drake Ibsen, Mike Knicely, & Cleve Chisenhall



Communion Stewards: Ed and Jean Stuckey Phillip and Myra Brown



Children’s Church 8:45 am 3-Year Olds-Pre-K 03/01 03/08 03/15 03/22 03/29



Communion, stay in church Jessica Coffey Jessica Coffey Jessica Coffey Jessica Coffey



Stewardship Report



Children’s Church 8:45 am Kindergarten—2nd Grade



As of February 22, 2015



03/01 Communion, stay in church 03/08 Monica Patton 03/15 Monica Patton 03/22 Monica Patton 03/29 Monica Patton



Budget Receipts: Receipts YTD Budget YTD Surplus/Deficit CLC Contributions CLC Till Debt Free



Children’s Church 11:00 am 03/01 Communion, stay in church 03/08 Stanna Guice & Linda Thomas 03/15 Stanna Guice & Linda Thomas 03/22 Stanna Guice & Linda Thomas 03/29 Stanna Guice & Linda Thomas



Acolytes 03/01 Caroline Pendergrass & Ella McCallie 03/08 Caroline Scott & Sami Goggans 03/15 Lizzie Kate Wilson & Emma Camp bell Crawford 03/22 Rebekah Riddle & Zanna Poe 03/29 Ella Fowler and Nolan Fowler



Sunday Morning Worship



$ 8,208.00 $ 82,610.01 $ 83,147.00 $ (536.99) $ 455.00 $ 247,950.00 NEW!



Thank you for generosity as we continue into a new year. Exciting things continue to happen. We had a good month in February in reference to our finances. We have reduced our deficit to just over $500.00 which is a great achievement. Let’s continue to demonstrate great financial stewardship and watch God work wonders in the church. S UNDAY R ADIO B ROADCAST 1 0: 0 0 AM W Z O B ( AM 1 25 0 )



R OBERT P URDY C LASS L ESSON



8:45



Contemporary Worship In the Christian Life Center March 8, 2015 11:00 Traditional Worship In the Sanctuary 10:00 Sunday School for all ages Church office hours: 8:00-4:00



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 206 Grand Ave. N Fort Payne, AL 35967
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