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January 2017 Newsletter



"All of life is a process of becoming," says Social psychologist David Myers, author of The Pursuit of Happiness and Intuition, "From womb to tomb, we're developing. So we can, at any time, reshape our future." Typically we look to one day to reshape our future – New Year’s Day. I, like many of you have given up on making New Year’s resolutions, but I’m guessing that we all would like to make some changes in our lives, including developing a healthier lifestyle through diet and exercise. If according to David Myers (who is a Christian) we can reshape our future at any time, why don’t we? Because in order to change a behavior, you have to change your thinking (or "rewire" your brain). “Change requires creating new neural pathways from new thinking,” says psychotherapist Stephen Hayes. Fifty percent of Americans make New Year’s resolutions, but by February the majority have returned to their old habits. It does take will power and time to create new neural pathways. The Greek word for repentance means to turn or change from a sinful behavior or way of thinking. Is it any wonder that if we have a sinful or bad habit it is not going to change by simply saying, “I repent.” This is why Paul tells us we have to repent daily. For repentance or for any change to take hold it must become a daily practice or routine. It is interesting that Luke’s Gospel tells us that Jesus’ family went to the temple according to custom. (2:42) The Greek word for custom is “ethos” and one meaning is habit. On the Sabbath Jesus went to the synagogue “as was his ethos.” (4:16) The author of Hebrews says, “Do not neglect to meet together (in worship) as is the ethos “habit” of some.” (10:25) Worship was a habit for Jesus, his family, and should be for all Christians. Worship, prayer, and reading Scripture are all necessary for “becoming” who God has called us to be. We cannot reshape our future if we are not, as Paul says, “transformed by the renewal of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) Even Paul seemed to understand the necessity of having our brains rewired. My prayer for this New Year is that as individuals and as a congregation we will begin to reshape our future as disciples of Jesus Christ. Let’s make a habit of worship, prayer, and Bible study so that we can all experience the transforming power that comes through Jesus Christ. “The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” (1 Corinthians 2:17) Happy New Year! Pr. Nate Bjorge
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President’s Message Dear Family of Faith, Here we are at the end of another year. Where did the time fly to? We have had a very busy year at Faith. The lawn was seeded this spring and as of this fall it was looking pretty good. Hopefully we can work on the weeds next summer and fill in the thin spots. The playground got finished and it has been a real joy seeing our younger members enjoying the equipment and using it to burn off some of their energy! Our Columbarium has been placed on site and is awaiting next summer’s weather to finish the concrete work. We have a new sign complete with electronic message board installed at the intersection of Mary Ann Avenue and 18th Street. This has made it possible to inform the community who we are and what we are doing. The rock has been moved from the quarry to our property and will be set up and etched with the Faith logo next summer as weather and volunteer schedules allow. We paid off our street, sewer, and water assessment with the city this fall, and have paid a significant amount against our mortgage principle balance. God has made all these things possible, praise His Holy name! We have another Mission trip scheduled for Jamaica and have financially supported several other international as well as local missions again this year. The Lord’s work is being done by our own family of Faith locally as well as internationally. We thank the Lord for the opportunity to work his vineyard and pray that our labors continue be fruitful. Our Annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday Jan 22, 2017. The council has tentatively developed the budget for 2017. They voted to put $3,500 into our contingency fund this year and budgeted the same for next year. Your council felt we should be saving up some funds for major expenses that are sure to occur as our facility ages. We have four council positions opening this year and several positions on the various ministry teams. I strongly encourage you to prayerfully consider stepping up and volunteering for one of these positions. “Who shall I send” is the question our Lord asks of us, let the answer be “it is I Lord, send me.” Contact our nominating committee council members (Justin Juelke, Pat Rioux) and they will insure your name is submitted to the ministry team you are interested in. Lastly I would like to thank all the ministry team members, Pastor Nate and his family, and my fellow council members for the leadership and devoted service they have provided for Faith Lutheran this past year. It has been a pleasure and an honor to be part of the Faith family leadership team this past year. For His team, Tom Lippert



Youth & Family Report We’re still ‘getting our feet wet’ as far as a routine with the youth group but we are settling in quite nicely. We have between 3 & 15 kids that attend with about nine being there most Wednesdays. Sunday school varies between 3-7 kids. Discussions have been great as we continue our work in the Do Hard Things book (Wednesdays) as well as dig deeper into the intertestamental period leading up to the New Testament study (Sundays). I continue to be blessed and pleasantly surprised by the hearts of the youth and I find myself growing as much as I hope they are as we build on their faith foundations. We are working on their room and those who have regularly attended are pretty excited about it. They want the greater church body to “be proud of what we’ve done.” They are taking ownership of “their space” and it is fun to watch. They opted to participate in a senior citizen gift giving project and each of the names I pulled off the tree and brought to the youth group received a gift, compliments of the kids of Faith Lutheran! (the fir st name of a senior and a few gift requests were on the ornament/cards). t was joyous to observe these kids see the value of that ministry, even though it seemed like a small thing to do. When I spoke to a representative from Brainerd, she said this is the only gift many of these seniors will receive and thanked our kids for being so thoughtful. In the spirit of giving and bridging that generation gap, a small group of 4 kids & me hung out and worked in the youth room on Sunday after church, then had lunch together, then spent over an hour playing cards with residents of St. Otto’s. One hour’s worth of something so simple can making a truly lasting impression in the lives of the kids. It was a special afternoon for sure. We look forward to growing in the coming year. Please call or email me if you have questions, ideas, suggestions or needs that our youth group could take into consideration, for service or fun. It looks like a sledding/4-wheeling/snowmobiling outing will be scheduled in January. More details to come. If you haven’t yet attended Sundays or Wednesdays, you (or your child if you’re a parent reading this) is welcome to join us any time. Also, kids are welcome to invite friends. In His Service, Becky 2



Upcoming Events Summer Youth Trip The summer youth trip to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter dates have been booked. There is much to discuss and lots of T’s to cross and I’s to dot, but first things first, we need to know how many are interested to go. The tentative itinerary is to leave at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 28th and return Saturday, Aug. 5th This trip is primarily for ages 15 and up, but youth 12 and up are an option to come if a parent accompanies as a chaperone. There are also some specifics that need to be discussed with each youth / parents one-on-one before that youth can “sign on the dotted line” to come. Please RSVP Becky [email protected] or 632-8330 as soon as possible with a tentative commitment as we need to know how many kids and adults are interested. The lodging arrangements will allow 20 people max, including chaperones but there is an overflow option if we have more kids interested to go. These are reservations we would need to make in the very near future but won’t consider if the numbers don’t warrant it. Details are currently being worked out, but in addition to church support and money raised through fundraisers (i.e Easter breakfast, spaghetti suppers etc.), the cost will be between $250-$300 —this will depend somewhat on the number of kids coming as well as how much we earn through fundraising. A parent meeting is being planned for Sunday, January 15, following worship. If you would like more info about Noah's Ark in Kentucky please visit their website - https://arkencounter.com Sunday Evening Bible Study Greg Hyatt will be leading a new Sunday evening Bible study using the book “Fear and Trembling” by R. C. Sproul. Books are $6.00 and signups will be open until January 15. It begins January 22 at 6 p.m. and will be six sessions. See sign up table for more information.



This year in honor of the 500 year anniversary of Martin Luther posting the 95 Theses on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg we will offer an adult forum on the life and teachings of Martin Luther. We will meet beginning this Sunday, January 8 in the worship area during the Sunday School hour.



Wild Game Dinner We have scheduled our annual Wild Game Dinner for Saturday, January 28, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. We would love to have any hunters sign up for wild game dishes but we have many openings for sides as well. See sign up table for more information.



Do you have an announcement you would like to see in the newsletter? Email Sarah at [email protected] by January 24 to see it in the February Newsletter! 3



News from the Congregational Life Committee



Mission Statement



From the December 2016 Meeting



As Children of God, we are called to love, glorify and submit to the Living Christ, ministering to others by the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.



“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 Do you remember anticipating the birth of your first child? You waited and waited for the child to make his or her appearance. But when the child was born, you knew right away it was worth the wait. That is what makes us grow so in our anticipation. Surely Mary and Joseph were overwhelmed when the angel announcement of a coming baby actually became a reality. The wait had been worth it. When Jesus grew up; He promised He would return some day. The centuries keep moving along, and we begin to wonder if He has forgotten His promise. I can tell you with certainty that He has not. 2 Peter 3:9 states, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promises” It’s Whom we’re waiting for that truly matters! Our expectant anticipation of His return is growing in us a deeper longing and love for Jesus. It inspires us to remain faithful until He comes. We have just finished celebrating Christmas at Faith Lutheran. Our Sunday School children did a wonderful job of presenting the Christmas play, “One Starry Night!” Thank you to the children and all the adults for making this such a special day for all of us reminding us of God’s great love for us. Our December Boutique/Bake sale was a success again. To date of this writing $2,653.50 was taken in. $329.00 of this is going toward the Jamaican mission trip. 10% of the balance ($232.45) is designated to Missions. $2,092.05 is for the project of getting chairs for the library and more chairs for our fellowship area. Thank you to everyone for bringing in baked goods, craft items, gift baskets, and for working to help set up and working the day of the sale. A special thank you to Bev Larsen for heading up the Bake Sale portion of the sale.



We are in the process of planning for the Wild Game Dinner which will be held the last Saturday evening in January. If is going to be a special night. Be thinking of what you could share for the meal. If you do not have any wild game to cook up, then we would invite you to help us with salads and desserts. A sign-up sheet will be available soon. The long-awaited Christmas Day finally arrived, didn’t it? Rest assured that Christ also will return just as He said. And the wait will be worth it. As we close out 2016, let us all look in anticipation to what 2017 will hold for us all, as individuals, as families, as community members, and as the Family of Faith. Patricia Fernelius for the Congregational Life Committee



Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand fir m then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. And pr ay in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Ephesians 6:16 Faith Lutheran Church 303 18th St. SE Little Falls, MN 56345 320-414-0533 faithlutheranlittlefalls.org
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December 2016 Council Minutes Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, December 15, 2016 Present: Randy Wolbeck, Mark Whittington, Tracy Marcus, Dave ZumBerge, Justin Juelke, Noel Guerard, Tom Lippert, Mark Pugh, Cheryl Zarns, Kennard Fellbaum, Pat Rioux, Pastor Nate Absent: Jason Leibold The Meeting was opened with prayer led by Tom Lippert Secretary’s Report: Randy Wolbeck moved and Mar k Whittington Seconded to accept the Secr etar y’s Report, motion carried. Treasurer’s Report: Everything reconciled to 0 (zero) as it should. Discussion about a cell phone for the Youth Leader will be tabled until next year. Randy Wolbeck moved and Justin Juelke seconded to place $3600 into a fund for emergency Captial Expenditures with the idea to do this each year if it is in the budget, motion carried. The 2017 budget was reviewed and revised. Justin Juelke moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to accept the 2017 budget with changes, motion carried. Cheryl Zarns moved and Mark Whittington seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report, motion carried. Pastor’s Report: 2017 is the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s theses so Nate will plan to do an adult study of Luther after worship on Sundays. We have had lots of Congregants with health issues and surgeries lately so there have been lots of visitations but everyone seems to be doing well after their surgeries. Becky seems to be doing well with connecting to the Youth and is averaging 8-9 students at her Wednesday evening classes. Old Business: The Columbarium is here and the final bill has been paid. Pastor’s Performance Review was conducted by the Executive Committee. New Business: Joel Stumpf requested permission to trim and remove trees on the North side of the property. It will be clean up and removing mostly dead trees and limbs. The Council approved so Justin Juelke will let him know. 2017 Council Candidates: There are 4 positions opening up. Justin Juelke and Pat Rioux will be a part of the Recruitment committee. They will get 2 laypeople to join them and work on getting candidates to run for these Council positions. Audit Committee: This is an internal audit again this year. Tom Lippert will request Bob Riitters and Jim Nelson to do this audit. Executive Committee Pastor’s Compensation recommendation: The executive committee recommended a 4% increase in Pastor’s compensation. This was approved during the 2017 budget review. Annual Meeting date was set as January 22. Recommendations for Erik Mathison Memorial funds: We have input from the Worship Band and Annie as well as Erik’s parents. They all agree to put this money toward the purchase of a Baby Grand Piano. The name of the funds will change to Erik Mathison Memorial/Baby Grand Piano Fund. Once it is purchased we will consider a memorial plaque for it. Mission Team Payment Voucher approvals: Payments for Hands of Hope - $1000, Lutheran World Relief/World Hunger - $3000 (pass through donation), Helps International - $1000, Jamaica Scholarships - $1400, FARMS International - $500 were reviewed and Pat Rioux moved and Justin Juelke seconded to approve these payments, motion carried. The meeting was closed with prayer. The next meeting will take place January 19, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary
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