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Healing Broken Relationships Grade Levels: 7, 8 Objective: To help students understand that although we may experience broken relationships here on Earth, we know that God’s desire for us is to have healthy, happy relationships with one another. He will help us through the tough times and promises perfect relationships in Heaven. In This Lesson Plan: •



Audio Story: “The Last Sunset” (7:42 minutes) - Summary (for teacher) - Introduction (to read to students before playing the audio) - Discussion questions (after playing the audio)



•



Story Time: “Sued For Kindness” (read to the students) - Discussion questions - Class activity - Worksheets (2) + Teacher’s KEYS



• •



Class Project Ellen G. White Quotes



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (after playing the audio)



AUDIO STORY



1. What was James White concerned about when he felt he was going to die? 2. What would you do if you knew you were not going to live much longer? 3. What question did Ellen White ask her husband when he was deathly ill? Why might she have wanted to hear this from her husband? 4. What was Ellen White’s initial reaction to her husband’s death? 5. What hope did Ellen White have?



“The Last Sunset” (7:42 minutes)



SUMMARY (for teacher): As James and Ellen White drove back to Battle Creek after a weekend evangelistic meeting in Charlotte, Michigan, James complained of a pain in his legs. A few days later he suffered severe chills. Soon Ellen also was sick, and they were both taken to the sanitarium where they were diagnosed with malarial fever. Ellen grew better, but James continued to get worse. On August 6, 1881, James lapsed into a coma, and later that evening passed away. Ellen was stricken with grief, but a week later, at her husband’s funeral, Ellen spoke of the day when their broken family would be reunited. She looked forward to the day when they would gather around the great white throne in heaven. INTRODUCTION (to read to students before playing the audio): James and Ellen White were traveling home when James White
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began complaining about a pain in his legs. The pain spread, and soon he was deathly ill. The doctors diagnosed him with malarial fever. Can you imagine how Ellen White felt? Would her husband die? And how could she deal with the grief and pain?



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: (after reading the story)



STORY TIME



1. What did Mr. Walling do for his girls while they were growing up? 2. What did Aunt Ellen do for the girls to make them feel at home? 3. If you were one of the two girls, how would you feel about your dad? 4. Was it right for Mr. Walling to sue Mrs. White? Why or why not? 5. Why did Mrs. White settle out of court?



“Sued for Kindness”



CLASS ACTIVITY Divide the students into groups of twos and threes. Give them about ten minutes to look through the Bible and to come up with an example of a broken or imperfect relationship. (Examples: Cain and Abel, Abraham and Hagar, Joseph and his brothers, Jesus and his stepbrothers, King Artaxerxes and Queen Vashti, etc.) Each group should report back to the class, briefly telling the story of the two Bible characters. Discuss what caused each broken relationship (e.g. pride, jealousy, not trusting in God, self-seeking, etc.) and what happened as a result.



Mrs. White quickly scanned the letter. It was from Will Walling, her niece’s husband. The letter informed her that her niece had gotten tired of married life and had run away, leaving Will to take care of their four young children—Fred, Bertie, Addie, and May. Will’s mother was taking care of the two boys, and he was wondering if the Whites would be willing to keep the two girls, Addie and May, until he could make arrangements for them. Poor little girls, Mrs. White thought. Of course we’ll take care of them. We’ll manage somehow. And that’s how Addie and May came to live with James and Ellen White, whom they called Uncle James and Aunt Ellen. Will Walling left his two girls, Addie and May, entirely in their Aunt Ellen’s care. He came to visit them once when May was five years old but didn’t visit again until twelve years later. He rarely sent them letters, and he didn’t even pay Aunt Ellen for their expenses. Aunt Ellen paid for their food, their clothes, and their schooling. And when she went away on trips, she paid someone to care for the girls. When she returned, she brought them little gifts just as she had done with her own children. When James White died, the girls were sad because he had been more like a father than an uncle to them. “Girls, why don’t you write your father a letter?” Aunt Ellen often encouraged. But Addie and May didn’t feel like writing someone they hardly knew. When the girls were older, May studied nursing at Battle Creek College, and Addie began working for a printing company in California. Then one day they received a letter from their father, Mr. Walling. He wanted to see them again. “Why should we go and see him?” May fumed. “He’s done nothing to care for us.” But Aunt Ellen insisted that the girls see their father and be nice to him.
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WORKSHEETS



“God With Us” (Crossword Puzzle)



Directions: In The Desire of Ages (page 670), Mrs. White has a special promise for us. Unscramble the words in the message below and use the answers to fill in the crossword puzzle. Answer: “Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter.”



“You Can Come Home” (Word Search & Hidden Message)



Directions: Find the words from the word bank in the puzzle. When you are done, the unused letters in the puzzle will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line and write them on the lines below. Words can be found vertically, horizontally, and diagonally in all directions. Answer: “Heaven is waiting and yearning for the return of the prodigals who have wandered far from the fold. Many of those who have strayed away may be brought back by the loving service of God’s children.” In Heavenly Places, p. 10



CLASS PROJECT Have the students work on individual family trees. You can make this assignment as simple or complex as you’d like. For example, the students could simply diagram names of relatives they’re familiar with (aunts, uncles, grandparents, etc.) and ask their parents to fill in the blanks. Or the students could go more in depth, listing the years of birth and death, occupation, cause of death, marriage status, etc. Encourage the students to go back at least three generations (parents, grandparents, greatgrandparents). This assignment can be an eye-opener to family relationships, and more than likely, students will learn something new about the history of their family. Copyright © 2006 Ellen G. White® Estate, Inc.



Mr. Walling decided that he needed one of his daughters to take care of his house for him. He took Addie from her job and insisted that she live with him. “Please get me away from here,” Addie wrote to Aunt Ellen and May, but there was little they could do. After all, Will was her father. A little while later Aunt Ellen decided to move to Australia, and May offered to go with her. They were busy ministering to the believers there when they received a letter from America. Will Walling was suing Aunt Ellen for $25,000 for stealing his daughters’ love! He claimed that Aunt Ellen had stolen his girls’ affections and that was why Addie didn’t want to live with him and that was why the girls seldom wrote him. May was astonished. This was the man who had come to see her when she was five years old and had not come again until she was seventeen! This was the father who waited seven years to answer her letter. Now he was accusing Aunt Ellen of stealing her love. How could he! Aunt Ellen hired a lawyer in the United States to handle the case for her. Soon her lawyer was busy gathering testimony from witnesses who knew Mrs. White and the two girls. As the months passed and testimony stacked up, Aunt Ellen began to think about Addie and May having to witness against their own father. The more she thought about it, the less it felt right. Finally Aunt Ellen wrote to the lawyers, asking them to pay whatever was necessary to get Will Walling to settle without going to court. The lawyers thought she had gone crazy. All the evidence they’d spent months collecting clearly proved that Mrs. White had never stolen Addie and May’s affections. In fact, it proved that she had been a kind, unselfish aunt who had supported the girls and educated them while their father had neglected them for years at a time. In court the case would surely be decided in her favor. Why stop now? But Aunt Ellen insisted, and in the end, her lawyers paid Mr. Walling $1500 for settlement. In addition to that, Aunt Ellen paid $2,000 for attorney fees and court costs, forcing her to borrow money from friends to continue her ministry in Australia. Aunt Ellen’s kindness had cost her $3500 plus many years of food, clothes, and school bills. Several people close to Ellen questioned the wisdom of her outof-court settlement. “I could have gone to court,” she replied, “but then the girls would have been forced to testify against their father, and that would have led to endless trouble.” Aunt Ellen went out of her way to help heal broken relationships even when it cost her money that she could not afford. 3
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ELLEN G. WHITE QUOTES •



“When our hopes of life seem to be slipping away, Jesus is ready to put His everlasting arms beneath us, and to draw us to His heart, and to comfort, encourage, and bless us.” Signs of the Times, March 17, 1890



•



“At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith. Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer.” The Desire of Ages, pp. 669, 670



•



“Heaven is waiting and yearning for the return of the prodigals who have wandered far from the fold. Many of those who have strayed away may be brought back by the loving service of God’s children.” In Heavenly Places, p. 10



•



“The power of a mother’s prayers cannot be too highly estimated. She who kneels beside her son and daughter through the . . . perils of youth will never know till the judgment the influence of her prayers upon the life of her children.” Signs of the Times, March 16, 1891



•



“In the soon coming of the morn of the resurrection you will meet your loved ones who have so recently fallen in death. The broken links of the family chains will then be reunited, and together you will meet Him whom you all love and adore—Jesus, the center and foundation of all your hopes, the author and finisher of your faith.” Manuscript Releases, vol. 15, pp. 265, 266
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