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A Abaft Towards the stern aft of directly abeam-used related to reported bearings or positions of objects. Any position or bearing between the stern and amidships is considered abaft.



Abeam 1. Alongside, near amidships. 2. For navigational purposes in the direction of a right angle to the ship's heading. 3. To the vessel’s side at a right angle to the middle or center of the ship lengthwise.



Absolute Zero The temperature at which the volume of gas becomes zero and all thermal motion ceases. This temperature is generally believed to be –273.16º C.



Acceptance of Goods The process of receiving a consignment from a consignor, usually against the issue of a receipt. As from this moment and on this place the carrier's responsibility for the consignment begins.



Accommodation ladder Usually refers to movable steps or stairs and/or a platform/gangway lowered parallel to the hull over the ship’s side to allow access on board for officials, crew or passengers or to ‘accommodate’ persons while boarding or leaving the vessel. Usually required by government officials to board upon a ship’s arrival.



ATP- -Abbreviation for the ‘Accord Relatif aux Transports Internationaux de Denrees Perissables et aux Engins Speciaux a Utiliser pour ces Transports’ Agreement on the international carriage of perishable foodstuffs and on the special equipment to be used for such carriage.



Acknowledgement of Receipt A notification relating to the receipt of e.g. goods, messages and documents.



Act of God Accidents of a nature beyond human control such as flood, lightning or hurricane usually quoted. When a ship is delayed because of an act of god they may declare 'force majeure'. Force majeure is defined as: a circumstance which is beyond the control of one of the parties to a contract and which may, according to the terms and conditions, relieve that party of liability for failing to execute the contract.



Adrift Floating at random without being fixed to any moorings or otherwise under control.
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Aerating Aerating on Gas Carriers means the introduction of fresh air with the intention of removing toxic, flammable, or inert gasses and increasing the oxygen content of a space to 21% by volume.



Affreightment, Contract of A legal term to describe a contract between an ocean carrier and a merchant to carry a specified amount of goods for a certain freight rate over a set period of time. Should not be confused with a Charter Party which is another contract related to the hiring of a vessel for the carriage of goods where the vessel actually takes temporary possession of the goods using a bill of lading as the receipt for the merchandise loaded.



Afloat When a vessel is floating clear of the ground, can also refer to mean at sea, or when speaking of life at sea.



Aframax A class of tanker that usually ranges in size from 75,000 to 110,000 DWT



Aft At, near or towards the stern or rear of a vessel or an aircraft.



After Peak A compartment at the aft end of the ship behind or aft of the after most watertight bulkhead.



Agency Fee Fee payable by a shipowner or ship operator to a port agent for ship agency and husbanding services rendered.



Agent A person or organisation authorised to act for or on behalf of another person or organisation.



Aground When a vessel is resting on the bottom. In most cases a situation to be avoided.



Ahead A word with two meanings aboard a vessel. Refers to the area in front of the vessel and also refers to the direction the propulsion is fixed at such as “ahead or astern”.



Air Draft The vertical distance measured from the waterline of a vessel to the topmost fixture such as a mast or antenna.



Air Way Bill (: AWB) A document made out by or on behalf of the carrier(s) confirming receipt of the goods by the carrier and evidencing the contract between the shipper and the carrier(s) for the carriage of goods as described therein.
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All Fast The time at which the mooring or docking procedure is completed and the vessel is safely tied up or moored.



Allision The act of dashing against, or striking upon. Usually used to describe when two ships strike each other with a glancing blow often while passing each other.



Always Afloat (AA) Provision in a charter party, that the vessel must remain afloat at all times when unloading and discharging.



American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) American classification society which has established rules and regulations for the classification of seagoing vessels or equipment.



Amidships The middle of the ship lengthwise and athwartships or side to side.



AMS Automated Manifest System-a system whereby carriers can submit cargo manifests for inbound shipments to U.S. Customs electronically. When a carrier is an approved AMS carrier they do not submit paper manifests to Customs



Anchor Device for temporary securing a ship or floating structure to the seabed by means of a chain or cable and a weight with movable extensions (arms).



Anchor Aweigh Spoken of an anchor when it has been lifted from the ground or bottom.



Anchorage An area usually away from or offshore where the ground is suitable for anchoring a vessel. Official anchorage areas are often marked on charts although vessels can use undesignated anchorages in some cases.



Anchored The time when the vessel is rendered stationary by the anchor. Angle of Repose-The angle at which a loose bulk product will collapse upon itself when stockpiled.



ANSI American National Standards Institute.



Anti Static Additive-a substance added to a petroleum product to prevent the accumulation of static electricity.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 5 of 95



APEC Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation forum-a World Trade Office forum of 15 countries with some common economic interests in the Southeast Asia Region. Members include: Australia, Brunei, Canada, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand, and the United States.



API Gravity An industry standard developed by the American Petroleum Institute used for calculation of the specific gravity of a product at 60° F which then can further be used to calculate cargo quantity.



Appointment Procedure where a principal nominates an agent to act on his behalf for a specific purpose.



Approved Equipment Equipment which has been certified by an appropriate authority stating that it is suitable for its intended purpose.



Arbitration The process of referring to an agreed person(s) for judgement on issues of dispute, without requiring the use of courts. A method of settling disputes is usually binding on the involved parties. When related to ships and shipping the arbitration terms are usually specified in the charter party should a dispute arise. The term is usually referred to as the arbitration clause.



ARPA Automated Radar Plotting Aid, a radar related automatic system to aid mariners in tracking other vessels to avoid collisions.



Arrest The detention of a vessel. Usually as a result of unpaid debts. This is an option in the judicial process to force a responsible party to pay debts or post a bond to secure the debt until the legal proceedings have concluded.



Arrival Date The date on which goods or a means of transport is due to arrive at the delivery site of the transport.



Arrival Notice Notification from the carrier to the consignee and/or notify party in writing, by phone, or other means that a consignment of goods will be arriving and will be available to him at a specified time and place. When referring to vessels some charter parties require the vessel to give notices of arrival or ETA’s at specified intervals prior to the shipper or receivers at the loading or discharge ports. In most cases 10 day/5 day/72 hour/48 hour/24 hour notices are specified to be given by the master.



Arrived Ship The point at which the vessel has arrived off of, or in to, a port or berth according to the charter party terms.
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ASEAN The Association of Southeast Asian Nations whose goal it is to work on together on cooperative economic, social, and cultural issues in the region. Members include: Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand.



Assignment The transfer of certain rights from one party to another.



Astern Spoken of the propulsion setting as in: ahead or astern, and also means the area directly behind a vessel.



ASTM American Society for testing and Materials



ASYCUDA Automated System for Customs Data. This program dealing with customs declarations has been developed by UNCTAD and is presently used by some 75 countries.



ATS Actual Time of Sailing-Can refer to the Last Line time (the time the last mooring line is let go from shore or can in some case refer to the time the vessel departed the port limits.



ATA Actual Time of Arrival-Usually off the port at the pilot station or the customary place of arrival for that port. This does not normally refer to the time the vessel arrives at the berth, terminal, pier, mooring. Those times are recorded as First Line Ashore, (Self-explanatory) and All Fast (when the process of docking and/or mooring is completed)



Athwartships Across the vessel, that is, from side to side. Said of cargo stowed in this way, as opposed to length-wise.



Authorization The commission to a certain person or body to act on behalf of another person or body. The person or body can be authorised e.g. to issue Bills of Lading or to collect freight.



Auto-Ignition The ignition of a combustible material without the introduction of fire or flame.



Average In marine insurance: a loss or damage to or in respect of goods or equipment. The numerical result obtained by dividing the sum of two or more quantities by the number of quantities. See General Average.



Average Adjusters In general average affairs average adjusters are entrusted with the task of apportioning the loss and expenditure over the parties interested in the maritime venture and to determine which expenses are to be regarded as average or general average.
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Aweigh Said of an anchor when it is lifted free or clear of the bottom.
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B Back Haul The return movement of a means of transport which has provided a transport service in one direction.



Balespace The balespace of a vessel is the capacity of cargo spaces under deck (including hatchways but excluding void spaces behind cargo battens and beams) expressed in cubic meters or cubic feet.



Ballast Any weight used to improve a vessel’s stability and/or trim. In most cases this weight is water pumped into ballast tanks.



Ballast Condition Usually referred to when a vessel has no cargo onboard and has been ballasted for stability and trim.



Baltic Exchange The Baltic Mercantile and Shipping Exchange-an organization in London at which vessel chartering transactions are predominately undertaken.



Baltimore Form C A standard charter party and bill of lading form used the grain trade.



Bank Guarantee An undertaking by a bank to be answerable for payment of a sum of money in the event of non performance by the party on whose behalf the guarantee is issued.



Bareboat Charter Party A charter party under which the owner provides the vessel only or bare, and the charterer provides the crew, stores, cargoes, etc. Usually these charters are entered into for a longer period of time. Bareboat Charters can also be known as charter-parties by demise. The registered owner passes over to the demise charterer the complete control and management of the ship. The demise charterer becomes, for all effective purposes, the owner during the duration of the contract. The Master and crew are his servants and may be appointed by him. The demise charterer is a ‘carrier’ for the purposes of the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1971. This form of charter party often involves new buildings and may be used as part of an arrangement to finance a ship. The owner puts up the money for the purchase of the ship and the demise charterer operates her as the disponent owner.



Barge Flat bottomed inland cargo vessel for canals and rivers with or without own propulsion for the purpose of transporting goods.
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Barrel-Abreviation: Bbls An amount of liquid equal to 42 US gallons (158.98284 liters) when used in conjunction with vessels and shipping.



Bay A vertical division of a vessel from stem to stern, used as a part of the indication of a stowage place for containers. The numbers run from stem to stern; odd numbers indicate a 20 foot position, even numbers indicate a 40 foot position.



Bay Plan A stowage plan which shows the locations of all the containers on the vessel.



BBL Abbreviation for barrel



BC Code International Maritime Organization Code for Safe Practice for Solid Bulk Handling



BCH Code International Maritime organization Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Cargoes in bulk-Applies to all chemical carriers built prior to 01 July 1986. For chemical carriers built after that date another code the IBC code and the BCH code apply.



Beam The extreme width of a vessel.



Beaufort Scale A scale used to indicate the force of the wind. Force 1 being calm and force 12 being hurricane force winds or any above 65 mph.



Bell Book A rough log used to record engine orders given by the master and/or pilots during maneuvering. Also recorded in this usually small notebook style book are the arrival and mooring times. The information related to times of arrival, shifting, and mooring are usually transferred from this rough log into the vessel’s deck log at a later time when it is convenient for the duty deck officer. This book can usually be found on or near the chart table on the bridge.



Benchmarking The measurement and comparison with a standard or others of efforts and results in the business process for e.g. input, output, reliability, quality and customer satisfaction.
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Bending-moment Is the result of vertical forces acting on a ship as a result of local differences between weight and buoyancy. The total of these forces should be zero, otherwise change of draft will occur. Note: The maximum allowed bending moment of a vessel is restricted by the class bureau to certain limits, which are different under port and sea conditions.



Berth Terms A chartering term where the ship owner agrees that the loading and discharging of the vessel from the loading berth and to the discharging berth will be the responsibility of the owner with regards to the expenses for stevedores and terminal charges in accordance with the custom of the port(s) involved.



Berth 1. A specific place within a port where a vessel will load or discharge. 2. A place where a vessel is moored. 3. A bed on a vessel



Best Practice The provision to a client of examples and constructive consultation for improved logistics processes in the delivery of goods and services.



Bilge The area of a ship on the inside of the hull at the very lowest point running along the keel.



Bill of Health The Bill of Health is the certificate issued by local medical authorities indicating the general health conditions in the port of departure or in the ports of call. The Bill of Health must have been advised before departure by the Consul of the country of destination. When a vessel has free pratique, this means that the vessel has a clean Bill of Health certifying that there is no question of contagious disease and that all quarantine regulations have been complied with, so that people may embark and disembark.



Bill of Lading (B/L) A contract for the carriage of goods by a carrier. Usually issued by a carrier to a shipper upon surrendering of the “mate’s receipt”, it becomes the receipt of goods for transport and specifies the terms of delivery. The document has the following functions: 1. A receipt for goods, signed by a duly authorised person on behalf of the carriers. 2. A document of title to the goods described therein. 3. Evidence of the terms and conditions of carriage agreed upon between the two parties.



Bill of Lading Clause A particular article in a Bill of Lading.
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BIMCO Baltic and International Maritime Council-an international organization of ship owners whose object is to promote and develop the shipping industry worldwide for the benefit of its members. Distributes information on chartering, shipping, documentation, and educational materials.



Binnacle Support mounted on the bridge deck to hold the compass.



Bitt A stout fixture rising vertically up from the deck with twin round heads or posts used expressly for the purpose of fastening mooring lines or cables by winding them around the heads to make them fast or secure on a vessel.



BLEVE An abbreviation for Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor Explosion. Usually said of a tank or vessel carrying a liquefied gas under pressure when it ruptures and explodes. A catastrophic event that could occur to a vessel or facility handling gases and a situation to be avoided as it usually has the potential to cause massive damage and loss of life.



Boat A small open decked craft carried on board ships for a specific purpose e.g. lifeboat, workboat. Boats are generally not called ships as they are of a size that could be carried onboard a ship.



Boatswain (Pronounced bos’n) the man who has direct charge of all deck work and whom details the crew to accomplish this work as directed by the ship’s officers.



Boil-off The vapor produced above the surface of a liquid due to evaporation. It is caused by heat ingress or a loss of pressure on the liquid.



Bollard A stout fixture rising up from a dock, pier, quay, etc., with a single vertical head or twin angled heads, used expressly for mooring lines or wires for securing vessels to the facility. The eye in the end of the mooring lines or wires are usually looped over a bollard on the dock. When the line is placed under tension by the vessel’s mooring winches the vessel is hauled alongside and secured.



Bona Fide In good faith; without dishonesty, fraud or deceit.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 12 of 95



Bonded 1. The storage of certain goods under charge of customs viz. customs seal until the import duties are paid or until the goods are taken out of the country. 2. Bonded warehouse (place where goods can be placed under bond). 3. Bonded store (place on a vessel where goods are placed behind seal until the time that the vessel leaves the port or country again). 4. Bonded goods (dutiable goods upon which duties have not been paid i.e. goods in transit or warehoused pending customs clearance).



Bonding 1. Connecting of metal parts to ensure electrical continuity. 2. Connecting with a mate



Booking The offering by a shipper of cargo for transport and the acceptance of the offering by the carrier or his agent.



Booking Reference Number The number assigned to a certain booking by the carrier or his agent.



Booster Pump A pump used to increase the discharge pressure. Booster pumps on shore are often used on tankers when pumping to shore tanks a long distance away from the vessel or up a hill thereby assisting the ships main cargo pumps. Can also be used on or for gas carriers in managing gas pressures.



Bow Lines The mooring lines extending from the foremost part of a vessel to the shore usually leading forward preventing movement astern..



Bow-thruster A motor driven propeller system at the bow below the ship’s waterline, which can produce a lateral thrust. Used when docking a ship in place of or to supplement tugs. Thrusters can also sometimes be found at the stern and in those cases they are called stern thrusters.



Box Colloquial name for container.



Box Pallet Pallet with at least three fixed, removable or collapsible, vertical sides.



Break Bulk Cargo General cargo conventionally stowed as opposed to unitised, containerised and Roll On-Roll Off cargo.
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Break-even Weight The weight at which it is cheaper to charge the lower rate for the next higher weight-break multiplied by the minimum weight indicated, than to charge the higher rate for the actual weight of the shipment.



Breakwater A structure on board a ship, fixed to an open deck forward intended to deflect and disperse head seas shipped over the bow.



Breast Lines The mooring lines extending from the forward section of the vessel to the shore at a near right angle preventing movement away from the dock.



Bridge The place in a vessel’s superstructure from which the vessels movement and direction is controlled. This is the place where a deck officer, and normally a seaman would stand their watch during all times the vessel is underway. The ship’s navigation is also performed here.



Bridge Wings Walkways extending from the bridge/superstructure to the outward edges of the vessel. This is where the pilot and master stand during mooring so that they can have a commanding view of the position of the vessel in relation to the pier or dock facility. Based on this view they make the decisions and give the orders to the crew to control the vessel’s movement and/or mooring activities.



Broker Person who acts as an agent or intermediary in negotiating contracts.



Bulbous Bow Protrusion forward under the waterline in the shape of a bulb. Designed to reduce friction and vessel’s pitching motion thereby making a vessel more fuel efficient.



Bulk Cargo Cargo either liquid, solid, or gas which is loaded into a ship’s cargo space loose without packaging or other intermediate containment i.e. oil, grain, coal, salt, etc.



Bulk Carrier Single deck vessel designed to carry homogeneous unpacked dry cargoes such as grain, iron ore and coal.



Bulk Container A container designed for the carriage of free-flowing dry cargoes, which are loaded through hatchways in the roof of the container and discharged through hatchways at one end of the container.
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Bulkhead Any vertical partition within a vessel which divides space. On shore these would be the walls of a house or building. The bulkhead can be: o An upright partition dividing compartments on board a vessel. o The functions of bulkheads are: o To increase the safety of a vessel by dividing it into compartments. o To separate the engine room from the cargo holds. o To increase the transverse strength of a vessel. o To reduce the risk of spreading fire to other compartments.



Bullnose A reinforced hole in the bulwarks at the foremost point of the bow through which a towing hauser or bowline may pass without snagging or encountering excessive wear.



Bulwark A raised section of the hull above the deck, usually forward which keeps men and materials from being washed over the side.



Bunker Adjustment Factor (BAF) Adjustment applied by liner conferences to offset the effect of fluctuations in the cost of bunkers.



Bunkers A term that used to relate to spaces on the ship used to stow coal for the boilers. Now bunkers refers to a vessel’s fuel oil. Loading fuel is called bunkering. Fuel oil (Bunkers) is normally loaded into bunker tanks usually placed along the side and bottoms of the vessel.



Buoyancy The upward force extended by the vertical component of integrated pressure acting on the hull below the waterline; usually calculated as being equal to the weight of the water displaced by the hull.



Butterworth A trade name for a type or types of tank cleaning machines. As a verb Bull Rings Rings for lashing the cargo in containers



Buyer Party to which merchandise is sold.
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C Cabotage Usually refers to rules and/or regulations requiring the transport of goods between two ports or places located in the same country is to be done on ships flagged in that country.



Call The visit of a vessel to a port.



Call Sign A code published by the International Telecommunication Union in its annual List of Ships' Stations to be used for the information interchange between vessels, port authorities and other relevant participants in international trade.



Camber Slightly arched form of container-floors to strengthen the construction.



Camel A fender type object which can be made from one large timber or a group of timbers which floats alongside a pier to breast or hold a vessel off the dock face. This keeps the vessel’s side shell doors or ramps accessible and also prevents the hull paint from being scraped during tidal fluctuations.



Capacity The ability, in a given time, of a resource measured in quality and quantity or the quantity of goods which can be stored in or loaded into a warehouse, store and/or loaded into a means of transport at a particular time.



Capacity Control Process of registering and steering of capacity.



Capstan Mechanical device with drum having a vertical spindle used to tighten or slacken mooring ropes or to haul an anchor.



Cargo 1. Goods transported or to be transported onboard a vessel usually those being carried for a fee or upon payment of freight. 2. All goods carried on a ship covered by a B/L. 3. Any goods, wares, merchandise, and articles of every kind whatsoever carried on a ship, other than mail, ship's stores, ship's spare parts, ship's equipment, stowage material, crew's effects and passengers' accompanied baggage (IMO). 4. Any property carried on an aircraft, other than mail, stores and accompanied or mishandled baggage 5. Also referred to as 'goods' (ICAO).
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Cargo Control Room the place where the loading or unloading of a tank vessel is controlled and monitored. Usually contains pump controls and vessel monitoring equipment.



Cargo Handling All procedures necessary to enable the physical handling of goods.



Cargo Lines The piping through which the cargo is discharged or loaded.



Cargo Manifold The point at which the cargo lines come together and where they connect with the terminal’s or other receiving vessels cargo lines. Usually near amidships on both sides of a tank vessel.



Cargo Pumproom The room in which the cargo pumps are installed and operate.



Cargo System Line-Up the physical process of opening and or closing of valves to direct cargo in, or out of one tank and in to, or out of another.



CAS Collision Avoidance System. Part of the radar which assists a mariner in tracking nearby targets for the purposes of determining their closest point of approach so appropriate actions can be taken to avoid collision.



Carriage The process of transporting (conveying) cargo, from one point to another.



Carrier The party undertaking the transport of goods and the responsibility for carriage of cargo from one point to another.



Carrier’s Bill of Lading Ports Terminal, Pre-terminal port or Post-terminal Port as per tariff, indicated on the Bill of Lading and which is not the port physically called at by Carriers' ocean vessels.



Carrier’s Lien When the shipper ships goods 'collect', the carrier has a possessory claim on these goods, which means that the carrier can retain possession of the goods as security for the charges due.



Cash Against Documents (CAD) Terms of payment: if the buyer of goods pays for the goods against transfer of the documents, entitling him to obtain delivery of the goods from the carrier.
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Cash On Delivery-: (COD) Terms of payment: if the carrier collects a payment from the consignee and remits the amount to the shipper (air cargo).



Cathodic Protection The protection of metals from corrosion by electrochemical techniques. If when a vessel is in a shipyard you see several gray unpainted blocks of metal attached to the hull, especially near the propeller, these are part of the cathodic protection system. These blocks are called zinc plates and as electrolysis when present will attack the softest metals around, the zinc plates are placed on the hull to act as sacrificial metals. They will be decayed before the electrolysis will corrode the propeller. There are other systems both inside and outside the vessel to provide protection from metal decay due to electrolysis



Caveat Emptor Let the buyer beware, purchaser must ascertain the condition of the goods to be purchased prior to the purchase.



Cavitation The formation of partial vacuum bubbles on submerged surfaces caused by low pressure arising from a hydrodynamic flow as a result of mechanical force, usually associated with the use of propellers. The collapse of the bubbles causes surface damage and pits.



Cell Location on board of a container vessel where one container can be stowed.



Cell Position The location of a cell on board of a container vessel identified by a code for successively the bay, the row and the tier, indicating the position of a container on that vessel.



Cell-guide Steel bars and rails used to steer containers during loading and discharging whilst sliding in the ship.



Cellular Vessel A vessel, specially designed and equipped for the carriage of containers.



Central Warehouse A warehouse which performs central functions for a number of warehouses.



Centre of Gravity Point at which the entire weight of a body may be considered as concentrated so that if supported at this point the body would remain in equilibrium in any position.



Certificate A document by which a fact is formally or officially attested and in which special requirements and conditions can be stated.
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Certificate of Analysis A document, often required by an importer or governmental authorities, attesting to the quality or purity of commodities. The origin of the certification may be a chemist or any other authorised body such as an inspection firm retained by the exporter or importer. In some cases the document may be drawn up by the manufacturer certifying that the merchandise shipped has been tested in his facility and found conform to the specifications.



Certificate of Classification A certificate, issued by the classification society and stating the class under which a vessel is registered.



Certificate of Compliance or COC A relatively new term (2001) used to describe a document issued by the USCG to Chemical and Gas Carriers after they have met the requirements of the COC inspection described in 46 CFR and parts of 33 CFR. Formerly known as LOC or Letter of Compliance. This document when issued is valid for a period of two years but requires an annual re-examination to ensure compliance.



Certificate of Delivery A certificate, indicating the condition of a vessel upon delivery for a charter including ballast, available bunkers and fresh water. Also known as a Delivery Certificate.



Certificate of Fitness A ship’s document of several pages issued to tank vessels which intend and are suitable for the carriage of Dangerous Chemicals or Gases in bulk. This document is issued by the class society for a vessel on behalf of an authorized flag state. This document will show what specific products the vessel is certified or “fit” to carry according to IMO regulations and in what tanks onboard these cargoes can be carried.



Certificate of Free Sale A certificate, required by some countries as evidence that the goods are normally sold on the open market and approved by the regulatory authorities in the country of origin.



Certificate of Origin A certificate, showing the country of original production of goods. Frequently used by customs in ascertaining duties under preferential tariff programmes or in connection with regulating imports from specific sources.



Certified Gas Free A tank or compartment is certified gas free when it has been tested by a certified marine chemist using appropriate devices to ensure that the tank or space is free of toxic or flammable gasses and has sufficient oxygen for humans to survive without injury.



Chain Locker Compartment at the forward part of the ship designed for the storage of the anchor chain.



Chain Stopper A device attached to the deck, forward of the anchor windlass, with a pelican hook, or locking arm, or other device attached, that holds, locks and/or secures an anchor chain or other mooring chain from paying out further.
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Chart A map of a navigable area used onboard vessels for navigation



Charter Party A formal contract document in which the shipowner agrees to place his vessel or a part of it at the disposal of a third party, the charterer, for the carriage of goods for which he receives a freight per ton cargo, or to let his vessel for a definite period or trip for which a hire is paid. The charter party is an agreement between two or more parties to in effect hire an entire vessel, or some space or part of a vessel for the carriage of goods. The terms, and conditions of this agreement vary with the trade the vessel is engaged for. A charter party will usually specify the rate of the hire or freight costs for the carriage of the goods and also spell out in detail the all of the rights and responsibilities of all of the involved parties and other specifics such as the port(s) of loading, discharge, tonnages, time allowed for loading and discharge without penalty or “laytime” etc. Long-term charters for several vessels over a period of time for steady continual business are usually performed under a Contract of Affreightment or COA. See that term below for a more complete definition of a COA.



Charterer Charterer means the person or organization that contracts for some part or all of the carrying capacity of a ship for the transportation of cargo from a stated port to a stated port for a specified period or for several cargoes over a period of time. This term encompasses many types of “charterers” including bareboat charterers also known as demise charterers, time charterers, voyage charterers, space charterers, and slot charterers. Please see those definitions for further clarifications. A charterer can be compared to the party leasing (renting) an apartment or home also known as a lessor. Instead of signing a lease agreement for an apartment or home a charterer signs a Charter Party for a ship. The Charter Party is a contract specifying the terms under which a charterer will charter or “rent” all or part of a vessel for a voyage or other specified time period. See definition of Charter Party above.



Chassis A wheeled carriage onto which an ocean container is mounted for inland conveyance or the part of a motor vehicle that includes the engine, the frame, suspension system, wheels, steering mechanism etc., but not the body.



Chicksan A trade name for type of movable loading arm usually made from steel pipe and mounted on a dock facility which is used in place of a hose. It can extend/retract and has some ability to swivel or pivot but when connected to a vessel, fore and aft movement of the vessel is very limited. Also known as a Hard Arm or Loading Arm.



Chock(s) deck fixture or fixtures through which mooring or towing lines are led to prevent chaffing of the lines. These fixtures have several types such as open at the top, closed all around, or roller types where the bearing surface of the chock is a roller.



CIF A cargo delivery term meaning Cost Insurance Freight. Under this term the exporter or shipper undertakes all risks and expenses to to deliver the goods to a specified destination.
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Claim A charge made against a carrier for loss, damage or delay.



Classification Society or Class Society A non-government organization which certifies the compliance of a vessel with international standards of construction, manning, safety, and integrity for its intended service. This is done by inspecting the plans before construction, supervising the actual construction, and by periodic surveys conducted during the vessel’s service life. Some examples of class societies are: American Bureau of Shipping (ABS), Bureau Veritas (BV), Det Norske Veritas (DNV), Germanischer Lloyd (GL), Lloyds Register(LR), Nippon Kaiji Kyokai (NK) etc. Be aware that these class societies are often referred to by their acronym when speaking to vessel masters and owners.



Clean Bill of Lading A Bill of Lading which does not contain any qualification about the apparent order and condition of the goods to be transported (it bears no stamped clauses on the front of the B/L). It bears no superimposed clauses expressly declaring a defective condition of the goods or packaging (resolution of the ICS 1951).



Clean on Board When goods are loaded on board are in apparent good order and condition and the bill of lading has no negative qualification about the condition of the cargo loaded, therefore the document issued in respect to the goods is ‘clean’.



Clearance Terminal Terminal where Customs facilities for the clearance of goods are available.



Cleared Without Examination : CWE Cleared by customs without inspection



Cleat A fixture on a vessel or dock which has two horizontal horns around which lines can be wrapped to secure them. These fixtures usually fasten lines under considerable strain therefore they must be firmly fixed to the dock, deck, bulkhead, etc.



Client A party with which a company has a commercial relationship concerning the transport of e.g. cargo or concerning certain services of the company concerned, either directly or through an agent.



Clingage Oil or other product which remains on the tank and piping walls after the bulk of the product or oil has been removed.



Co-loading The loading, on the way, of cargo from another shipper, having the same final destination as the cargo loaded earlier.
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Coaming A framework raised above the deck on which the hatch covers of a vessel rest. The coamings stiffen the deck or plates and prevent the ingress of water.



Coaster A relatively small ship plying between coastal ports.



Cofferdam Narrow space between bulkheads or decks to prevent leakage between adjoining compartments.



Cold Work Work on a vessel which cannot create a source of ignition.



Collapsible Container Container which can be easily folded, disassembled and reassembled



Collision Bulkhead Foremost transverse watertight bulkhead on a vessel.



Combination Carrier A ship designed to carry liquid or dry bulk cargoes, such as an OBO.



Combustible Gas Indicator A device used to measure the hydrocarbon/gas mixture in air for determining the degree of the air’s flammability.



Combustible Capable of being ignited and of burning. Also known as flammable, but in some instances combustible products have a higher flash point than do some products listed as flammable. A combustible liquid is one that will give off flammable vapors at temperatures above 80° F or 26.7° C.



Commercial Invoice A document showing commercial values of the transaction between the buyer and seller.



Commodity Indication of the type of goods. Commodities are coded according to the harmonised system



Commodity Code Code used in the Harmonised System for the classification of goods, which are most commonly produced and traded.



Compass A magnetic or electric gyroscopic device which points to north and allows ships to steer a vessel on a preselected course and to take bearings of visible objects near the vessel.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 22 of 95



Compradore A local advisor or agent employed by a foreign party or company who acts as an intermediary in transactions with local inhabitants.



Concentrates Materials obtained from a natural ore through a process of purification by physical or chemically removing all or part of any undesired materials in the ore.



Condensate On gas carriers it refers to re-liquefied gases which collect in the condenser and then are normally returned to the cargo tank.



Condensation Evaporation in reverse. The process of condensation is used to reclaim and re-liquefy evaporated gas on gas carriers.



Conditions Anything called for as requirements before the performance or completion of something else. Contractual stipulations which are printed on a document or provided separately.



Conditions of Carriage The general terms and conditions established by a carrier in respect of the carriage.



Cones Devices for facilitating the loading, positioning and lashing of containers. The cones insert into the bottom castings of the container.



Congestion Accumulation of vessels at a port to the extent that vessels arriving to load or discharge are obliged to wait for a vacant berth.



Consignee The party such as mentioned in the transport document by whom the goods, cargo or containers are to be delivered.



Consignment A separate identifiable number of goods (available to be) transported from one consignor to one consignee via one or more than one modes of transport and specified in one single transport document.



Consolidator A firm or company which consolidates cargo.



Consortium Consortium is a form of co-operation between two or more carriers to operate in a particular trade.
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Consular Invoice An invoice covering shipment of goods certified by a consular official of the destination country, and used normally by customs or officials concerned with foreign exchange availability to ascertain the correctness of commercial invoice values.



Container An item of equipment as defined by the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) for transport purposes. It must be of: 1. permanent character and accordingly strong enough to be suitable for repeated use. 2. specially designed to facilitate the carriage of goods, by one or more modes of transport without intermediate reloading. 3. fitted with devices permitting its ready handling, particularly from one mode of transport to another. 4. so designed as to be easy to fill and empty. 5. having an internal volume of 1 m3 or more. 6. The term container includes neither vehicles nor conventional packing.



Container Check Digit The 7th digit of the serial number of a container used to check whether prefix and serial number are correct.



Container Depot Storage area for empty containers.



Container Freight Station (CFS) A facility at which (export) LCL cargo is received from merchants for loading (stuffing) into containers or at which (import) LCL cargo is unloaded (stripped) from containers and delivered to merchants.



Containerised Indication that goods have been stowed in a container.



Contraband Goods forbidden by national law to be imported or exported.



Contract of Affreightment An agreement whereby the shipowner agrees to carry goods by water, or furnishes a vessel for the purpose of carrying goods by water, in return for a sum of money called freight. There are two forms: the charter party and the contract contained in the Bill of Lading.



Cost and Insurance Under this cargo delivery term the shipper or exporter pays the cost and insurance for the product but the receiver or buyer pays the costs of freight.



Cost Insurance Freight (CIF) Under this term the exporter or shipper undertakes all risks and expenses to to deliver the goods to a specified destination.



COTP Captain of the Port-refers to the U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the port for a given area.
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Contract of Affreightment (COA) This form of contract is an agreement by an owner or operator to lift a certain number of cargoes over a period of time, very often on a monthly or quarterly basis. The size of such cargoes is sometimes flexible and the laycan (the dates within which the vessel must present for loading) is usually narrowed to 10 or 15 days spread as each shipment date approaches.



Council of European and Japanese National Shipowner's Associations (CENSA) The main objectives of this Organisation are to promote and protect sound Shipping policies in all sectors of shipping, to co-ordinate and present the views of its members and to exchange views with other shipowner groups.



Country of Provenance The country from which goods or cargo are sent to the importing country.



COW Crude Oil Wash or Crude Oil Washing-To wash the inner cargo tank space with crude oil usually while discharging. This technique reduces the amount of clingage and slop water generated when tank cleaning. It also increases the normal amount of cargo discharged by 1%. This is cargo that would be left clinging to the cargo tank walls. On larger vessels of 250000 tons this can mean 2500 tons of oil recovered.



CPP Abreviation for ‘Clean Petroleum Products.’



CQD The old term before SOS replaced it meaning “come quickly, danger”. It now is also commonly used as a shipping term meaning “Customary Quick Dispatch” . When used in the latter context it means the owner or operator wants all efforts to be made, including overtime work if required, to expedite the vessel’s call in port.



Crane A machine designed for moving and lifting weight by means of a movable projecting arm or a horizontal beam, which is able to travel over a certain distance.



Critical Pressure The pressure at which a substance exists in a liquid state at its critical temperature.



Critical Temperature The temperature above which a gas cannot be liquefied by pressure alone.



Cruise Ship A ship on an international voyage carrying passengers participating in a group program and accommodated on board, for the purpose of making scheduled temporary tourist visits at one or more different ports, and which during the voyage does not normally: (a) embark or disembark any other passengers; (b) load or discharge any cargo.
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Cryogenics The study of how matter behaves at very low temperatures.



Currency A medium of exchange of value, defined by reference to the geographical location of the authorities responsible for it.



Currency Adjustment Factor (CAF) Adjustment applied by liner conferences on freight rates to offset losses or gains for carriers resulting from fluctuations in exchange rates of tariff currencies.



Custom of the Port A list of routine holidays, and work rules, observed in a port area. This can and is referred to in charter parties with relation to payment of overtime and tendering etc.



Customs The agency that deals with the levying of duties and taxes on imported goods from foreign countries and the control over the export and import of goods e.g. allowed quota prohibited goods.



Customs Broker An authorised agent specialised in customs clearance procedures on account of importers/exporters.



Customs Invoice Document required by the customs in an importing country in which an exporter states the invoice or other price (e.g. selling price, price of identical goods), and specifies costs for freight, insurance and packing etc., terms of delivery and payment, for the purpose of determining the customs value in the importing country of goods consigned to that country.



Customs Value The worth of an item or group of items expressed in a monetary amount, within a consignment declared to Customs for duty and statistical reasons.
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D Damage Report Form on which physical damage is recorded.



Dangerous Area An area onboard a tank vessel which, for the purposes of installing electrical devices is considered dangerous, and special approved equipment needs to be used.



Dangerous Cargo Endorsement Endorsement on an officer’s license issued by the flag state certifying the competency of a ship’s officer allowing them to serve in positions of authority onboard vessels carrying dangerous cargoes such as on tankers, chemical tankers and gas carriers.



Dangerous Goods Goods are to be considered dangerous if the transport of such goods might cause harm, risk, peril, or other evil to people, environment, equipment or any property whatsoever. Lists of the cargoes that are considered dangerous can be found in various publications such as the IMO Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG) and the table in the United State Code of Federal Regulations part 49 section 172.



Dangerous Goods Declaration Document issued by a consignor in accordance with applicable conventions or regulations, describing hazardous goods or materials for transport purposes, and stating that the latter have been packed and labelled in accordance with the provisions of the relevant conventions or regulations.



Dangerous Goods Packing Certificate A document as part of the dangerous goods declaration in which the responsible party declares that the cargo has been stowed in accordance with the rules in a clean container in compliance with the IMDG regulations and properly secured.



Deadfreight Freight paid for cargo space that was booked by a shipper and then not used due to a cargo shortage or other issue. These funds are paid to the vessel owner in lieu of the freight earnings that would have been paid should the space have been fully utilized. Upon completion of loading the master of the vessel will often issue a Deadfreight Claim Notice to the shipper or their representative if all the declared cargo space is not utilized.



Deadload The difference between the actual and calculated ship's draft.
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Deadweight (DWT) The measurement of a ship’s tonnage indicating the total carrying capacity in tons. It includes the total maximum weight of the cargo when loaded, plus the crew, stores, water, fuel, and ballast onboard when loaded. This tonnage is often expressed as DWT or dwt and is used as an indicator of the vessel’s cargo carrying capacity when loaded to her marks. The actual cargo carrying capacity is the DWT less the weight of the crew, stores, ballast, fuel, and fresh water, etc. As this is usually only about a few thousand tons the dwt is almost equal to the cargo capacity.



Deck Any extended horizontal structure in a vessel or an aircraft, serving as a floor and structural support, covering, partially or fully, a portion of the vessel or aircraft.



Declaration of Inspection (DOI) A specific checklist of certain tasks which are required to be completed prior to a oil, gas, or liquid hazardous material transfer over water in the United States. It is to be completed by the persons in charge from the terminal facility, barge, truck, or vessel and the vessel discharging or receiving the product(s). Both parties must sign all points on this checklist. The form must be made available for inspection teams from the USCG when requested, not just for current transfers, but for previous transfers as well.



Declaration of Origin Appropriate statement as to the origin of the goods, made in connection with their exportation by the manufacturer, producer, supplier, exporter or other competent person on the commercial invoice or any document relating to goods.



Declared Value for Carriage The value of the goods declared to the carrier by the shipper for the purpose of determining charges or of establishing the limit of the carrier's liability for loss, damage or delay. It is also the basis for possible applicable valuation charges (air cargo).



Deep Tank Tank fitted and equipped for the carriage of vegetable oil (e.g. palm oil and coconut oil) and other liquids in bulk. By means of oil-tight bulkheads and/or decks it is possible to carry different kinds of liquid in adjacent tanks. Deep tanks may be equipped with heating facilities in order to carry and discharge oil at the required temperature.



Deepwell Pumps Are centrifugal pumps of special design installed above an individual tank with a long vertical shaft with an impeller extending to the tank bottom. Used mainly on product, chemical, and gas carriers where segregated piping systems are required. The cargo discharge pipeline surrounds the drive shaft and the shaft bearings. Thus they are normally cooled and lubricated by the cargo being discharged from the tank.
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Delivery Order Written Authorization from a carrier to deliver goods to a named party. It is normally issued upon surrendering the Original bill of lading to the carrier at the port of destination. A carrier’s delivery order (negotiable document) is sometimes used for splitting a B/L (after surrender) in different parcels and have the same function as a B/L. The authorisation of the entitled party for the shipment to a party other than the consignee showed on the Waybill.



Demand The quantity of goods required by the market to be delivered in a particular period or at a specific date.



Demise Charter A contract whereby the shipowner leases his vessel to the charterer for a period of time during which the whole use and management of the vessel passes to the charterer, which involves that the charterer is to pay all expenses for the operation and maintenance of the vessel. Officers and crew will become servants of the charterer. A demise charter whereby the charterer has the right to place his own master and crew on board of the vessel is also called 'bareboat charter'.



Demurrage The charge for delaying the vessel beyond the lay time or agreed upon time for loading and/or discharging. This compensation is normally paid to the ship owner by the charterer for the delay of the vessel beyond what was agreed upon as the maximum time for loading/discharging.



Density The mass per unit volume of a substance under specified conditions of pressure and temperature.



Despatch The process of sending goods. The payment of funds by a vessel owner to a charterer for unused laytime. These funds are paid for expediting the ship loading and discharging and therefore making the vessel available sooner for the carriage of another cargo. The rate of despatch moneys to be paid is fixed in the charter party. Also known as Despatch monies and Dispatch.



Despatch Advice Information send by shippers to the recipient of goods informing that specified goods are sent or ready to be sent advising the detailed contents of the consignment.



Despatch Days The days gained if the free time included in the rate and allowed for the use of certain equipment is not fully used.



Despatch Note (for post parcels) Document which, according to the agreement concerning postal parcels, is to accompany post parcels.
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Destination Place for which goods or a vehicle is bound. The ultimate stopping place according to the contract of carriage.



Det Norske Veritas (DNV) Norwegian classification society.



Detention Keeping equipment or a ship beyond the time allowed.



Detention Charge Charges levied on usage of equipment or ships exceeding free time period as stipulated in the contract or charter parter and the rules and conditions of those agreements.



Deviation 1. [n] a turning aside (of your course or attention or concern); "a diversion from the agreed or customary route 2. [n] the error of a compass due to local magnetic disturbances 3. [n] the difference between an observed value and the expected value of a variable or function



Dewpoint The temperature at which condensation of a gas will occur if cooled further.



Dimensions Measurements in length, width and height, and weight of the cargo.



Direct Delivery 1. The conveyance of goods directly from the vendor to the buyer. Frequently used if a third party acts as intermediary agent between vendor and buyer. 2. Direct discharge from vessel onto railroad car, road vehicle or barge with the purpose of immediate transport from the port area (usually occurs when ports lack adequate storage space or when ports are not equipped to handle a specific cargo).



Disbursement Sums paid out by a ship's agent at a port and recovered from the carrier.



Disbursement Account Often referred to as the D/A. This is a formal summary of the charges incurred during a vessel’s port call. It usually consists of a cover sheet listing the invoices and amounts and any advance funds received and then will show the credit or debit balance owed to the agents. This cover sheet is followed by the original invoices for the services rendered.



Discharge 1. The unloading of a vehicle, a vessel or an aircraft. 2. The landing of cargo.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 30 of 95



Discrepancy Difference between the particulars given and the particulars found.



Displacement or Displacement Tonnage The weight of the water displaced by the hull, which is equal to the weight of the vessel’s structural steel and all of its contents. Likened to placing the vessel on a scale and weighing it when the fuel tanks and stores are fully loaded but the cargo spaces are empty. It is calculated basis 35 cubic feet of water displaced per ton.



Disposal of Goods The act of getting rid of goods.



DLOSP Dropping Last Outbound Sea Pilot-The time at which the last pilot disembarks from the vessel as it reachs the port limits an usually then is considered at sea.



Dockage 1. The charge by the port facility or terminal for a vessel to lay alongside a berth for a given time. 2. Plant material in a grain shipment other than the commodity listed such as in a corn or wheat shipment, stems, stocks, husks, etc, are considered dockage. A certain percentage of dockage is permitted depending on the cargo’s grade and purchase specifications.



Dock Receipt A document issued by a terminal operator acknowledging the receipt of goods for shipment. If the goods are not received in ‘apparent good order and condition notations defining the condition of the goods received will often be noted on the dock receipt.specified on the document and in the conditions stated on the document.



DOP A term in a charter party usually meaning Dropping Outbound Pilot. Referred to often as the point of delivery or re-delivery of a vessel to an owner or charterer.



Double Banking Two vessels moored alongside each other on a certain berth.



Double Bottom A vessel in which the cargo tanks are elevated above the bottom hull plating to provide a void space between the outer skin and the cargo tank floor.



Double Stack Train A number of railway wagons, usually a block train, on which containers can be stacked two- high.



Double bottom Construction of the bottom of a ship whereby a generally watertight space is formed between the shell and an inner bottom placed at a sufficient height above the baseline to allow access and to reduce risks due to grounding or colliding.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 31 of 95



Draft The measurement of the distance between the waterline and the keel or lowest point of the vessel in the water in a straight line. This varies with a vessel’s state of loading. Also known as Draught.



Draft The draft of a vessel is the vertical distance between the waterline and the underside of the keel of the vessel. During the construction of a vessel the marks showing the draft are welded on each side of the vessel near the stem, the stern and amidships.



Drawback Repayment of any part of customs or excise duties previously collected on imported goods, when those goods are exported again.



Drayage 1. The hauling of a load by a cart with detachable sides (dray). 2. Road transportation between the nearest railway terminal and the stuffing place.



Dry Certificate A document usually issued by the cargo surveyor noting that the cargo tank is empty, dry, and ready to receive cargo if loading, or that the tank is fully empty after discharging.



Dry Chemical Powder Fire extinguishing agent used in fire extinguishers and propelled out of a nozzle usually under air pressure.



Drilling Rig A structure, which drills wells in the bottom in order to search for oil.



Dunnage Pieces of wood and timber or other materials used to block, brace, wedge, secure and raise cargo above the deck on board a vessel to prevent shifting or damage during transit. It is meant to protect cargo from sweating bulkheads and to prevent undesired movement of the cargo in a seaway.



Duty Free Zone An area where goods or cargo can be stored without paying import customs duties awaiting further transport or manufacturing.



DWT-Deadweight Tonnage The total weight of the cargo, plus crew, stores, water, fuel, and ballast onboard when the ship is loaded to her loadline marks.
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E Earthing Another term for grounding electrically two separate objects. In the case of a tanker the ship is usually earthed or grounded to the shore or shore connection(s).



Economic Speed That speed of a means of transport which produces the best possible financial result for the owner. Such speed should not be in excess of the maximum or minimum output allowed for the engine(s).



EEP Export Enhancement Program-Enacted by the U.S. to subsidize U.S. Exports. A response to a similar European Program subsidizing their exports.



Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) The transfer of structured data, by agreed standards from applications on the computer of one party to the applications on the computer of another party by electronic means.



Electronic Data Processing (EDP) The computerised handling of information (e.g. business data).



Elevator A building used for housing, storing and handling of grain or other bulk cargoes. These are usually fed by and ship the cargo via a series of conveyer belt systems.



Embargo 1. A government order prohibiting the entry or departure of commercial vessels or goods at its ports. 2. The refusal by a carrier, for a limited period, to accept for transport over any route or segment thereof, and to or from any area or point, of a connecting carrier, any commodity, type of class of cargo duly tendered (air cargo).



Endorsement The transfer of the right to obtain delivery of the goods of the carrier by means of the consignee's signature on the reverse side of a bill of lading. If the name of the new consignee (transferee) is not stated, the endorsement is an open one which means that every holder of the document is entitled to obtain delivery of the goods.



Endothermic A process which is accompanied by the absorption of heat.



Ensign 1. 2.



Flag declaring a ship's country of registry. Commissioned officer, lowest rank.
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Enthalpy A thermodynamic measure of the total heat content of a liquid or vapor at a given temperature.



Entropy Entropy of a liquid/gas remains constant if no heat enters or leaves while it alters its volume.



EPIRB (Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon) A buoy type device used for man overboard and in liferafts and lifeboats to send a signal to a satellite system that relays the position of the person(s) in distress to effect their rescue.



ETA 1. Estimated time of Arrival 2. Emergency Towing Arrangement



ETC Estimated Time of Completion-When used as ETCD it means Estimated Time of Completion and Departure



ETD Estimated Time of Departure



ETS Estimated time of Sailing in many cases can be interchanged with ETD, but sometimes means the estimated time at which the vessel will depart the offshore point of the port or harbor entrance.



Evaporation Conversion of a liquid into a gas. The opposite of condensation



Even Keel Said of a vessel which is balanced in such a way that the draft forward and aft is the same as the draft in the midship of the vessel on both sides.



Explosimeter A device used to determine if the atmosphere of a particular space is explosive, without creating an explosion itself.



Explosion-Proof/Flameproof Usually spoken of an enclosure for equipment such as telephones, light fixtures, radios, etc., which will withstand an internal ignition of a flammable gas but prevent the transmission of any flame outside of the enclosure to ignite surrounding flammable gasses which might be present in the surrounding atmosphere. Does not mean intrinsically safe.



Export The process of carrying or sending goods to another country or countries, especially for purposes of use or sale in the country of destination. The sale of products to clients abroad.
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Export Enhancement Program Also known as EEP. Enacted by the U.S. to subsidize U.S. Exports. A response to a similar European Program subsidizing their exports.



Export Licence Document granting permission to export as detailed within a specified time.



Exporter The party responsible for the export of goods.



Extract A summary or copy of something written-used in conjunction with Log Books and shipping papers during accident investigations.
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F FAK Freight All Kinds



Fantail The stern of a vessel which overhangs the water.



Fathom A unit of measure equal to 6 feet used when measuring ocean depths.



Federal Register Daily publication that compiles every new regulation, change to regulation, or proposed regulation enacted by any branch of the U.S. Government. Any new regulations passed will be published here before the new regulation books, CFR’s, can be updated.



Feeder A vessel normally used for local or coastal transport (for carriage of cargo and/or containers) to and from ports not scheduled to be called by the main (ocean) vessel, directly connecting these ports to the main (ocean) vessel.



Fender A device used to cushion a vessel hull from damage when lying against a pier or another vessel and/or during mooring and un-mooring operations.



FIO Free in and out-a contract term meaning all expenses and associated costs for loading and unloading are not for the account of the owner but the shipper and receivers. There are variations such as FI for Free in and FO for free out that means the vessel owner may pay the discharging expenses in FI and Loading expenses for Free Out but not the part that is declared “free”.



FIOST Free in and Out Stowed and Trimmed. In some quarters it is also known to mean: Free in and out “Spout” Trimmed. This is another variant of FIO which includes the expenses for stowing and trimming the cargo.



FIOT Free in and Out Trimmed has basically the same meaning as FIOST as the cargo cannot normally be trimmed until it is stowed.



First In First Out (FIFO) The method whereby the goods which have been longest in stock (first in) are used, delivered (sold) and/or consumed first (first out).
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First Line Also known as First Line Ashore-the time at which the first line is passed, thrown, or heaved from the ship to the shore or mooring to begin the docking or mooring process.



Fixture A term used at the conclusion of the shipbroker’s negotiations to charter a ship when a vessel is contracted or fixed to load a particular shipment. As an Example: “the vessel has been fixed to load scrap” etc.



Flag State A country which allows vessels to register under their flag or nation’s authority. The nation under which a vessel is registered and whose flag they fly.



Flame Arrestor Device used to keep open flames or sparks from coming into direct contact with the atmosphere



Flame Screens Screens added to vent pipes and access holes to diffuse flames or sparks from entering.



Flammable Easily ignited and capable of burning rapidly; inflammable. Historically, flammable and inflammable mean the same thing. However, the presence of the prefix in- has misled many people into assuming that inflammable means “not flammable” or “noncombustible.” Also sometimes used interchangeably with combustible however products classified as combustible usually have a higher flashpoint than do products classed as flammable. A Flammable liquid is one that will give off flammable vapors at or below 80° F or 26.7° C. When in the doubt, it is therefore advisable to use only flammable in contexts imparting warnings or on product labels where a misinterpretation might have serious consequences for the reader.



Flammable Range The range of gas concentrations in air between the LFL (Lower Flammability Limit) and the UFL (Upper Flammabiltiy Limit) at which the air is flammable. Mixtures of air or gasses in this range are capable of being ignited.



Flash Point The lowest temperature at which the vapor of a combustible liquid can be made to ignite.



Flat Rack Container A container with two end walls and open sides.



Flotsam Goods lost by shipwreck, found floating in the sea.



Flow Chart A diagram, using symbols and depicting the sequence of events that should take place in a complex set of tasks.
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Flow Moisture Point The point at which the percentage of moisture is great enough in a granular material to cause the material to flow as a liquid under a prescribed test.



Flow State The state of a granular cargo when it is saturated with moisture to the point at which it will behave as a liquid when external force such as a ship’s motion is applied.



FMC Federal Maritime Commission (Control of Shipping acts USA)



FO 1. Free out 2. Fuel Oil 3. For Orders



Foam Monitor A fire fighting nozzle specifically designed to introduce fire fighting foam solution into the water stream at the right ratio and aeration to make the foam project in to or on to a fire or potential fire area to suppress flammable vapors from forming. Very effective in fighting oil fires.



Foam Fine, frothy bubbles formed in or on the surface of a liquid, as from agitation. A thick chemical froth, such as shaving cream used as a substance used to fight fires.



FOB-Also F.O.B. and f.o.b. A shipping term meaning free on board. A free on board shipment means all charges for freight, stevedoring, and insurance are paid up at the time of loading or delivery onboard the vessel.



FONASBA-Federation of National Association of Shipbrokers and Agents. An advisory group which helps set shipping rules, forms and formats, and assists in promulgating international shipping rules and regulations.



Foot Sample When chemical carriers load high value and very pure products, they will commence loading until about one foot of cargo is in the bottom of the tank, then stop. They will take a sample this cargo, known as the foot sample up the facility’s lab for analysis to see if during the loading of this one foot of cargo there was any contamination. If not, they will resume loading the tank until completion. If contamination is present in the foot sample they will try to determine the source, while they pump the now off spec cargo to the shore, and start over again, It is hoped that the amount loaded during the foot of cargo is enough to clean the contamination from the tank and piping. This is done to prevent the entire tank being loaded and then contaminated thereby requiring the full cargo to be reprocessed.



Force Majeure Circumstance which is beyond the control of one of the parties to a contract and which may, according to the terms and conditions, relieve that party of liability for failing to execute the contract.
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Fore and Aft Stowage Stowage from the bow to the stern (lengthwise), as opposed to stowage athwartships.



Forecast An estimation or calculation in advance; a prediction. The amount of cargo expected to be booked for a certain sailing of a vessel. The number of containers expected to be used in a certain area, for steering purposes.



Forecastle Pronounced “foks’l” The forward deck section of a vessel. It usually refers to a deck section raised above the main deck of a ship located at the bow usually forward of the foremast. Often the space under the forecastle deck is called the forecastle and is where stores, ropes and anchor chains and other deck related stores are stowed.



Foreign Flag Usually refers to a vessel which is not the sailing under the flag or nationality of the country it is in.



Forepeak A watertight compartment at the extreme forward end of a ship.



Forwarder The party arranging the carriage of goods including connected services and/or associated formalities on behalf of a shipper or consignee.



FPSO Floating Production, Storage, and Offloading (FPSO) vessel. Usually a converted tanker permanently moored offshore to a purpose built mooring buoy which receives crude from a well or field in some cases processes the crude then stores it aboard this vessel.



Franc Poincar Unit of value in which the limitation of the carrier's liability is sometimes expressed. One franc poincar consists of 65.5 milligram of gold with a fineness of nine hundred thousands.



Freeboard The distance between the water line and the uppermost full deck of a ship usually the main deck.



Free In Liner Out (FILO) Transport condition denoting that the freight rate is inclusive of the sea carriage and the cost of discharging, the latter as per the custom of the port. It excludes the cost of loading and, if appropriate, stowage and lashing.



Free In and Out (FIO) Transport condition denoting that the freight rate excludes the costs of loading and discharging and, if appropriate, stowage and lashing.
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Free Port An international port or an area within an international port at which, crew, passengers, baggage, cargo, mail and stores may be disembarked or unloaded, may remain and may be transhipped, without being subjected to any customs charges or duties. (Examination is possible for instance to meet security or narcotics control requirements.) Sometimes also refered to as a Free Trade Zone-see below.



Free Pratique Permission granted by local medical authorities, denoting that the vessel has a clean Bill of Health so that people may embark and disembark.



Free Trade Zone (FTZ) A part of the territory of a state where any goods introduced are generally regarded, in so far as import duties and taxes are concerned, as being exempted.



Freight Usually refers to the funds payable to the carrier (ship owner) for the transportation or carriage of goods or merchandise.



FAK (Freight All Kinds) Single freight rate which is charged irrespective of the commodity.



Freight Collect Freight and charges to be paid by the consignee.



Freighter A vessel or an aircraft used for the carriage of cargo.



FTL Full Truck Load, an indication for a truck transporting cargo directly from supplier to receiver.



Full Container Load (FCL) A container stuffed or stripped under risk and for account of the shipper and/or the consignee. A general reference for identifying container loads of cargo loaded and/or discharged at merchants' premises. A vessel specially designed to carry containers, with cell-guides under deck and necessary fittings and equipment on deck.



Fully Refrigerated Vessel A gas carrier designed to carry cargoes fully refrigerated at atmospheric pressure



Fumigation To expose certain spaces to the action of fumes in order to disinfect or kill vermin. For containers done in line with regulatory requirements.



FWD 1. Forward 2. Fresh Water Damage
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FW Fresh Water
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G GAFTA Grain and Free Trade Association-An advisory group promoting policy, forms, and contract terms in the Grain Trade. Grain purchased for export under CNF or CIF terms normally use the GAFTA 27 contract for full cargoes or the GAFTA 30 contract for less than full cargo (parcel) shipments of grain.



Gang When used in relation to ships and shipping it is a group of men, usually members of a longshore union, who work together to physically load or unload a vessel using the appropriate equipment required. More than one gang can be ordered to load or discharge a ship. Usually several gangs work simultaneously in different holds.



Gangway A ladder like piece of equipment with steps which spans from the vessel’s deck to the shore or dock to facilitate embarkation and disembarkation of personnel.



Gantry or Gantry Crane An aerial crane on which the upper blocks travel on a shuttle type frame over parallel rails to load or discharge cargo from a vessel.



Gas Codes This is a reference to the International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gasses in Bulk issued by the IMO and adopted and enforced by signatory nations of the IMO. Also known as the IGC Code.



Gas Free Certificate A certificate issued by a certified marine chemist stating that a particular compartment was personally inspected at a particular time and found safe for men, safe for hot work, or gas free.



Gas Free Condition On Gas Carriers this describes the full gas freeing process carried out to achieve a safe atmosphere. It includes two distinct operations: Inerting and Aeration. Note: In some gas trades this condition may refer to a tank that has been inerted, but generally Gas Free Condition means a tank that is safe to enter. Whereas an inerted tank would not be safe for men.



Gas Free When a compartment, tank, or space has had sufficient fresh air introduced to render the atmosphere free from toxic, explosive, or inert gasses and permit entry for men to conduct work, specifically hot work, etc..



Gassing-Up On gas carriers this refers to replacing the inert atmosphere in a tank with the vapor from the cargo to be loaded. This vapor is loaded to a level sufficient to allow cooling of the tank and then subsequent loading of the cargo after the inert gas has been displaced.
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GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. A treaty between 108 countries covering trading rules for about 80% of world trade. Has now been superseded by the World Trade Organization or WTO.



Gauge Float A float used in an automatic gauge system for measuring the ullage of a tank.



Gauge Radar A radar system for determining the ullage of a tank.



Gauge Tape Also known as a sounding tape. A manual method of measuring the ullage or inage of a tank.



Gearless A term used to describe a vessel which does not have cranes or equipment installed onboard to facilitate the loading or discharging of its cargoes.



GENCON Code name for BIMCO’s Uniform General Charter Party Form.



Gen-Set Motor generator set as power source for, e.g., thermal containers.



General Agents An agent who usually has been appointed by contract with a carrier to provide a wide range of services to the carrier including cargo bookings, equipment control, documentation, ship husbandry and other functions as authorized



General Average When a cargo loss occurs and general average is declared during a voyage, especially when there are multiple shippers and commodities, the amount of the total loss is averaged against all the cargo on the vessel based on a valuation formula. The settlement of the claims are paid by each and every shipper or their insurance carrier based on the average. A shipper, or their insurance carrier, may have to pay a share of a partial loss to others who had a loss or damage claim even when their own cargo may not have incurred any of the same damage or loss.



General Cargo Cargo, consisting of goods, unpacked or packed, for example in cartons, crates, bags or bales, often palletised. General cargo can be shipped either in breakbulk or be containerised. General Purpose Tanker (GP) A size classification of tank vessels ranging from 16,500 to 25000 DWT



Germanischer Lloyd A German classification society.
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GMDSS Global Maritime Distress and Safety System-A satellite based search and rescue system whereby vessels equipped with GMDSS can automatically send a distress signal that will indicate what the name of the vessel and its position to appropriate authorities to effect a rescue. The system basically automates the sending of an SOS signal. Vessels equipped with this system have been able to apply for amendment of their manning certificate to allow the vessel to sail without a radio operator onboard.



Godown A warehouse or cargo shed. This term is often used in the Far East.



Goods Common term indicating movable property, merchandise or wares. All materials which can be used to satisfy demands. Whole or part of the cargo received from the shipper, including any equipment supplied by the shipper.



GPS Global Positioning System. A network of satellites orbiting the earth used to electronically fix the position of a vessel or person who has a GPS receiver for navigational purposes. This system is replacing LORAN, OMEGA, and other forms of electronic navigation. Civilian GPS receivers can fix your position within 10 meters nearly anywhere on earth.



Grab A piece of cargo handling equipment made from two halves which when dropped onto bulk products and pulled up “grabs” a bite of the product for discharging or loading.



Grain Capacity The total cubic capacity of a vessel for handling grain cargoes.



Gross Tonnage (GRT) The measure of the overall size of a vessel determined in accordance with the provisions of the international convention on measurement of vessels usually expressed in register ton. This is calculated based on the interior volume of a vessel including its cargo areas, accommodation, enclosed deck spaces, and engineering spaces, divided by 100 cu.ft. = the gross tons. GRT is not related to weight.



Gross Weight The total weight of a merchandise shipment including the containers, packing, blocking, etc. as opposed to net weight is the weight of the merchandise only.



Groundage Charge for permission to anchor.



Ground Tackle Refers to all anchors and ancillary equipment related to anchoring.
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Gypsy Head The horizontal capstan on an anchor or mooring windlass.



Gyro Compass Gyroscopic compass is an electrically driven compass which points to true north. This information is displayed on gyro repeaters in various locations about the bridge and steering areas allowing the helmsmen to steer a true course as opposed to a magnetic compass course.
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H Hague Rules International convention for the unification of certain rules, relating to Bills of Lading (1924). These Rules include the description of responsibilities of Shipping Lines.



Hague-Visby Rules Set of rules, published in 1968, amending the Hague Rules.



Halon A type of gas used in fire extinguishing. It works by displacing the oxygen in the area where it is used.



Halyard Light rope or tackle fitted to a staff, spar or gaff used for flying flags.



Hamburg Rules United Nations Convention on the carriage of goods by sea of 1978 adopted in 1992.



Handy Max A dry bulk vessel size class of 35000-50000 tons DWT. They are popular for their nearly universal capability and flexibility of carrying capacity and shallow draft (less than 12 meters or 39 feet).



Handy Size A popular dry bulk vessel size ranging from 20000-35000 DWT used for a wide variety bulk and break bulk transportation.



Harbour Place of shelter for vessels. Most of the time used as an indication for the geographical location.



Hard Arm An articulated metal arm used to connect shore pipelines to the ship’s manifold. Like a Chicksan or loading arm.



Harmonized System (HS) It is a numeric multi purpose system, the international convention on the HS was established under auspices of the World Customs Organisation in 1983, for the classification of goods with its six digits covering about 5000 descriptions of the products or groups of products most commonly produced and traded. It is designed for customs services, but can also be used for statistics, transport purposes, export, import and manufacturing.



Hatch An opening in a deck through which cargo and/or merchandise is loaded or discharged from a vessel. Often confused with and used in place of the word hold, which is the space onboard a vessel where the cargo or merchandise is stowed.
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Hatch Cover Watertight means of closing the hatchway of a vessel and preventing infestation of the cargo in the holds.



Hatch Square The deck area directly below the hatch opening in a cargo hold.



Hatch Way Opening in the deck of a vessel through which cargo is loaded into, or discharged from the hold and which is closed by means of a hatch cover.



Hawse Pipe The heavy gauge pipe through which the anchor chain passes and where the anchor stock usually is housed while underway.



Hazardous Area An area on shore where installation and use of normal electrical equipment is regarded as dangerous.



Heavy Lift Single commodity exceeding the capacity of normal loading equipment and requiring special equipment and rigging methods for handling.



Heavy Lift Vessel A vessel specially designed and equipped for the carriage of heavy cargo.



Heel o o



o o



On sailing vessels this refers to the list caused by the pressure of the wind against the sails, mast, and rigging. On Gas Carriers this refers to the amount of liquid cargo retained in a cargo tank space at the end of discharge. It is used to maintain a cooled down condition in the tanks by recirculating through sprayers. On LPG ships such cooling down is carried out by the reliquefaction plant and on LNG ships by using the spray pumps. A bad Husband.



Helm Used to refer to a tiller and is now considered the station from which a vessel is steered and or the equipment used to steer a vessel i.e. the ship’s wheel on the bridge.



Hogged A term used to describe the condition of a ship meaning the center draft is less than the fore and aft ends.



Hold The space onboard a vessel where cargo or merchandise is stowed.



Home Port The port of registration of a vessel.
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Hot Work Any work on a vessel which will create a spark, flame, or high heat which might cause a secondary fire or explosion. Usually refers to welding or cutting of steel.



Hot Work Permit A permit issued by a governing authority authorizing hot wok on a vessel or facility. Usually required on vessels or facilities handling dangerous cargoes.



Hull The framing and outer skin of a vessel, excluding masts, and superstructures.



Hull Underwriters The insurance company which provides coverage for damage or losses to or of the hull or machinery on a vessel.



Husbanding In shipping this refers to handling all of a vessels needs and requirements which are not cargo related. Normally handled by the agent. Examples would be the coordination of bunkering, storing, crew changes, repairs, crew medical needs, etc.. In some quarters this would also include the arrangement of Pilots, Tugs, Linesmen, etc.



Hydrate Inhibitors Additives to certain liquefied gasses capable of reducing the temperatures at which hydrates form. Typical inhibitors would be methanol, ethanol, and isopropyl alcohol.



Hydrates Compounds formed by the interaction of water and hydrocarbons at certain pressures and temperatures. These forms are crystalline substances.



Hydrocarbon Gas A gas composed completely of hydrocarbons
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I IACS International Association of Classification Societies



IAPH International Association of Ports And Harbors



IBC Code The International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk. It includes an index of Dangerous Chemicals carried in bulk which is used when stowage planning these vessels. If a vessel was built after 01 July 1986 both the IBC code and the BCH code apply to the construction and equipment requirements.



ICS International Chamber of Shipping



IGC International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gasses in Bulk. Also known as the Gas Code. This code book contains the international regulations for operating gas carriers as specified by IMO in the SOLAS convention. It is enforced by all countries who are signatory to the SOLAS convention.



IGS Inert Gas System-a system that introduces a blanket of non-explosive or inert gas on top of cargo in a tank usually consisting of burned stack gases which are low in oxygen.



ILA International Longshoremen’s Association-mainly US East and Gulf Coast longshoremen’s union.



ILWU International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union-The US West Coast Longshoremen’s Union.



IMDG International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code-A multiple volume set which classifies dangerous goods into categories and provides an international standard for the safe stowage and transportation of Dangerous Goods. These volumes also indicate the hazards one might encounter with a specific product should there be an accidental release.



IMO International Maritime Organization-the UN body which promulgates international shipping laws.



Inboard Inside the ship’s rail or towards the center.
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Inchcape Rock Also known as Bell Rock, is a sandstone reef off the Angus (East) coast of Scotland, about 11 miles Southeast of Arbroath and about 20 miles due East of Dundee The reef extends 700 yards and is covered at high water. Only a few feet is visible at low water. The area around the rock was the scene of multiple shipwrecks during a gale in 1799. No fewer than 70 vessels were wrecked nearby or on the rock during that gale. As a result of this disaster a 100 foot tower was built on the rock in 1812. Previously the rock had been marked by a bell. The rock is the subject of a ballad called “The Ballad Of The Inchcape Rock” written by Robert Southey.



Indemnification Assurnance of compensation for a loss and/or the expenses incurred.



Indemnity Compensation for loss/damage or injury. When a loss occurs this word is an insurance principle where the party suffering the loss would be restored to the same condition before the loss or if the loss had not occurred.



Inert Condition When a tank’s or space’s atmosphere has been filled, blanketed, or replaced with inert gas and therefore combustion cannot be supported by the atmosphere in that tank or space.



Inert Gas A gas or combination of gases which has insufficient oxygen to support the combustion of hydrocarbons.



Inert Gas A gas such as nitrogen or a mixture of non-flammable gasses containing insufficient oxygen to support combustion.



Inerting The process of introducing inert gas into a tank or space for the purpose of attaining an inert condition.



INMARSAT The International Maritime Satellite Organization-Also known as MARISAT. This organization was formed to provide better communications for vessels and it has revolutionized ship to shore communications. It now permits nearly all ships to have telephone service at reasonable rates.\



INS Immigration and Naturalization Service.



Insulating Flange An insulating device usually a gasket and washers placed between the flanges to prevent electrical continuity between hose or pipeline connections.



Insurance A system of protection against loss under which a party agrees to pay a certain sum (premiums) for a guarantee that they will be compensated under certain conditions for loss or damage.
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Insurance Certificate Proof of an insurance contract.



Insurance Company The party covering the risks of the issued goods and/or services that are insured.



Interbarrier Space The space between a primary and secondary barrier of a cargo containment system. Usually spoken of in relation to Gas Carriers. This space may or may not be filled with insulating materials.



Interchange Reciprocal exchange of e.g. information between two or more parties.



Intercoastal As opposite to coastal water operations, intercoastal refers to water transport carried out between coasts (e.g. between Pacific and Atlantic coasts).



Interface Detector A detector used to determine the boundary between oil and water in a tank.



Intermodal Transport The movement of goods (containers) in one and the same loading unit or vehicle which uses successively several modes of transport without handling of the goods themselves in changing modes.



International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) An organisation in which the major classification societies, among others American Bureau of Shipping, Lloyd's Register of Shipping and Germanischer Lloyd, are joined, whose principal aim is the improvement of standards concerning safety at sea.



International Carriage Carriage whereby the place of departure and any place of landing are situated in more than one country.



International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) A voluntary organisation with the objective of promoting shipping interests of its members, primarily in the technical and legal fields of shipping operations.



International Labour Organization (ILO) An United Nations agency, dealing with employment rights and working conditions, covering work at sea and in ports.



International Loadline Certificate A certificate issued by a vessel’s class society on behalf of the flag state. It is issued under the rules set forth by the International Loadline Convention 1966/72. It is required for any vessel over 24 meters engaged in international voyages. It excepts warships, fishing vessels, and pleasure boats.
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International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code) A code, representing the classification of dangerous goods as defined by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) in compliance with international legal requirements.



International Maritime Organisation (IMO) AUnited Nations agency concerned with safety at sea. Its work includes codes and rules relating to tonnage measurement of vessels, load lines, pollution and the carriage of dangerous goods. Its previous name was the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organisation (IMCO).



International Organization for Standardization (ISO) A world-wide federation of national standards institutes (ISO member bodies) that draft and maintain the ISO 9000 standards.



International Safety Management Code (ISM) An amendment to SOLAS in 1994 which requires vessel owners and operators to have an approved system for operating, managing, and manning, vessels under their control in a process oriented fashion. This system must contain certain parts covering the requirements of the ISM code. When approved both the company and the vessel is issued a compliance certificate which will be required by government officials in 130 maritime countries on July 1, 1998. Without these certificates a vessel may be denied entry or detained in port until such time as compliance with the ISM code is affirmed. This code is a maritime variant of the ISO 9000 program.



INTERTANKO International Association of Independent Tanker Owners. An association of tank vessel owners based in Oslo. They are an advisory group to monitor and comment on international tanker policy and regulation.



Intrinsically Safe An electrical circuit or part of an electrical circuit is intrinsically safe if any spark or thermal effect produced normally by breaking or closing the circuit, either automatically or intentionally, is incapable of igniting a prescribed gas mixture under test conditions.



Invitation for Bid (IFB) Also referred to as the IFB. A formal request often used in the grain trades that is sent to grain suppliers to seek offers or bids to supply grain. It will list the conditions that the supplier must meet for delivery including the type, quality, or grade of the cargo to be purchased, the quantity desired, the terms of sale, the shipping period, the payment terms, documents required to accompany the grain etc..



ISGOTT International Safety Guide for Oil Tankers and Terminals-a reference book published jointly by the ICS/OCIMF/IAPH promoting best industry standards and safe practices for tankers and terminals.
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ISM-International Safety Management Code an amendment to SOLAS in 1994 which requires vessel owners and operators to have an approved system for operating, managing, and manning, vessels under their control in a process oriented fashion. This system must contain certain parts covering the requirements of the ISM code. When approved both the company and the vessel is issued a compliance certificate which will be required by government officials in 130 maritime countries on July 1, 1998. Without these certificates a vessel may be denied entry or detained in port until such time as compliance with the ISM code is affirmed. This code is a maritime variant of the ISO 9000 program.



ISO 9001-2000 The ISO number designation which applies the international quality standard to service providing companies.



ISO International Organization for Standards.



Isolation Valve A valve used to segregate a piping system line or a series of pipelines from one another when commingling of cargoes is not desirable.
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J Jetsam Goods thrown or lost.



Jettison The act of intentionally throwing cargo overboard e.g. with the objective of lightening a vessel, which has run aground, such for the common good of all interests: vessel, crew and remaining cargo



Jetty A breakwater running out into the sea to protect a harbor or coastline. Sometimes used as another name for a pier.



JOC-Journal of Commerce Journal of Commerce-A Wall Street Journal type of weekly news magazine that covers the Transportation business in the USA.



Joint Venture A joint activity of two or more companies usually performed under a common name.



Just In Time (JIT)
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K Keel The extreme bottom girder or beam of a vessel at the center running the length of a ship from stem to stern from which the frames (ribs) attach and floors start. Likened to the backbone of the ship.



Knot A unit of speed measurement. One knot means a vessel is traveling at one nautical mile per hour. One nautical mile = 6080 feet/1.151 statue miles/1853 meters. A method of securing a rope, line or shoelace
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L L/C-Letter of Credit Letter of Credit-A financial instrument under which funds are deposited with a financial institution (bank) for the payment of goods not yet delivered. It protects the supplier or shipper who knows that should they deliver the goods to a vessel or receiver and present shipping documents required as evidence of the shipment that funds will be released for the payment of these goods as long as the conditions of the letter of credit are met. These conditions usually spell out exactly what documents must be surrendered to the bank for the release of the funds. Similar to an escrow account.



Land Bridge Overland transport between following and/or preceding sea transport of goods and/or containers.



Lash To hold goods in position by the use of, e.g., wires, ropes, chains and straps.



Lashing Point Point on a means of transport to which wires, chains, ropes or straps, which are used to hold goods in position, are attached.



Last Carrier The participating airline over which air routes the last section of carriage under the Air Waybill is undertaken or performed (air cargo).



Last In First Out (LIFO) A method of which the assumption is that the most recently received (last in) is the first to be used or sold (first out).



Last Line The time recorded when the last mooring line attaching the vessel to the pier, terminal, or mooring is let go and brought aboard. The official time the vessel left the berth, pier or mooring.



Latent Heat The heat required to case a change in the state of a substance from solid to liquid or from liquid to vapor. These phases occur without a change in temperature at the melting or boiling point.



Lateral and Front Stacking Truck High-lift stacking truck capable of stacking and retrieving loads ahead and on either or both sides of the driving direction.



Latitude The angular distance of a position on its meridian north or south from the equator, measured in degrees ('a vessel at 25 degrees north latitude').
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Launch To place into the water for the first time. A small boat with or without an engine used to move people to or from a vessel at anchorage.



Laycan Laytime Cancellation. In most charter parties there is a set period of days in which the owner agrees to present the vessel for loading. Should the vessel owner fail to present the vessel by the last date of this agreed upon shipping period the charterer has the option to cancel or renegotiate the charter in accordance with the canceling date clause in the charter party.



Laydays The number of days contractually agreed upon when vessel loading or discharging is to take place without additional charge or demurrage being paid. See Laytime.



Laytime The amount of time contractually agreed upon when vessel loading or discharging is to take place without additional charge or demurrage being paid. Normally fixed on the basis of a certain loading and or discharging rate, such as 5000 tons per day, etc.. Overall this is the time period that has been agreed upon between the parties where the owner will make the vessel available for loading or discharging without payment of additional freight or demurrage.



Lay Up Temporary cessation of trading of a vessel by the shipowner. The ship will be ‘mothballed’ or stored at an anchorage or lay berth without crew or with a minimal crew until the vessel is scrapped or resumes trading.



LBP Length Between Perpendiculars.



LCL Less than (full) container load.



Less than Truck Load (LTL) A term used if the quantity or volume of one or more consignment(s) does not fill a standard truck.



Letter of Credit (L/C) A written undertaking by a bank (issuing bank) given to the seller (beneficiary) at the request, and on the instructions of the buyer (applicant) to pay at sight or at a determinable future date up to a stated sum of money, within a prescribed time limit and against stipulated documents.
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Letter of Indemnity Written statement in which one party undertakes to compensate another for the costs and consequences of carrying out a certain act. The issue of a letter of indemnity is sometimes used for cases when a shipper likes receiving a clean Bill of Lading while a carrier is not allowed to do so because the cargo was received by the carrier in a damaged condition. A letter issued normally by a cargo receiver to a carrier in lieu of presenting an original bill of lading basically stating that the receiver will hold harmless and indemnify the carrier should the cargo be discharged to the wrong party because the original bill of lading was not presented. This will normally allow the discharging of cargo without presentation of the original bills of lading if the carrier is satisfied that the letter of indemnity offers sufficient protection to them.



LFL Lower Flammability Limit-the concentration of hydrocarbon gas in air below which there is insufficient hydrocarbon to support or propagate combustion. Also know as LEL for lower explosive limits. In layman’s terms the air is to lean to ignite.



Lien A legal claim upon real or personal property to pay a debt or duty.



Lift-On Lift-Off Vessel (LOLO) Vessel of which the loading and discharging operations are carried out by cranes and derricks.



Light Condition When a vessel is in a ballasted condition carrying no merchandise or cargo.



Light Dues A charge to vessels for maintaining aids to navigation including lighthouses, lightships ranges, buoys, markers, etc.-term originated in the UK. In some areas this charge is part of the tonnage taxes and/or harbor dues which are charged to vessels calling in certain harbors.



Lightening Holes Holes in the structural steel which physically make the structure lighter.



Lighter Aboard Ship (LASH) Lash A specialized ship and barge system that permits the ship to load and discharge barges in a manner similar to containers.



Lighterage The carriage of goods within a port area by a barge, e.g. from a vessel to a quay.



Lightering The process of loading cargo from one vessel to another, usually from a larger vessel to a smaller one.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 58 of 95



Limit of Liability The financial limit a vessel owner must pay when they or their vessel is found to be liable for an incident, such as an oil spill, or collision. This used to be a fixed formula, such as 3 times the value of the vessel and its cargo, but with OPA 90 this limit has no real stopping point depending on individual States requirements on top of the federal limit of liability.



Line-Displacement The volume of liquid which can be held in the pipeline from the facility’s tank to the vessel, or the tank to the rail of the ship.



Liner A term used to describe a vessel which is employed on a specific and habitual port schedule for loading and discharging of goods.



Liner Conference A group of two or more vessel-operating carriers, which provides international liner services for the carriage of cargo on a particular trade route and which has an agreement or arrangement to operate under uniform or common freight rates and any other agreed conditions (e.g. FEFC = Far Eastern Freight Conference).



Liner In Free Out (LIFO) Transport condition denoting that the freight rate is inclusive of the sea carriage and the cost of loading, the latter as per the custom of the port. It excludes the cost of discharging.



Liner Terms Condition of carriage denoting that costs for loading and unloading are borne by the carrier subject the custom of the port concerned.



Liquefied Gas A liquid which has a saturated vapor pressure exceeding 2.8 bar absolute at 37.8º C and certain other gasses as specified in the IGC or Gas Code.



List Also known as the Angle of Heel or tilt to one side or another of a vessel as read on an inclinometer, which is an instrument that measures the side to side incline of a vessel. The list can also be determined by reading the difference at the center of the ship between the draft from one side of the ship to the other at the same time.



Lloyd’s of London An association of private insurance underwriters based in London who provide coverage for marine and other risks.



Lloyd’s Register of Shipping Also referred to as Lloyd’s Register and LR, is a British ships classification society
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LNG Carrier A type of tank vessel purposely built for carrying LNG under pressure at low temperatures.



LNG The abbreviation for Liquefied Natural Gas. The principal constituent of which is methane. Can also contain some, and be refined into, Propane and/or Butane and other petroleum gases.



Loading Arms Usually made from steel pipe and mounted on a dock facility or specialized vessels and which is used in place of a hose. It can extend/retract and has some ability to swivel or pivot but when connected to a vessel, fore and aft movement of the vessel or vessel(s) is very limited. Also called “chicksans” which is one of the brand names of a popular loading arm maker.



Loading Orders Sometimes also known as the loading plan, these orders are issued usually by the vessel’s chief officer and specify the loading quantity, rate, tank sequence, and any other special requirements for loading a particular cargo safely.



Loading Overall The loading of liquid cargo or ballast “over the top” through an open ended pipe or hose through a hatch or deck opening. Not a preferred method and may be illegal on some vessels in some areas depending on the cargo.



Loading Platform A flat surface to facilitate loading usually alongside a warehouse.



Loadline A set of markings amidships on a vessel showing to what point a vessel can be safely loaded for transiting various areas of the world depending on water density and/or season. Also referred to as the plimsoll marks. See International Loadline Certificate.



LOA Length over all.



LOC Letter of Compliance. Sometimes also referred to a Certificate of Compliance-this document is issued to inspected U.S. and foreign flag Chemical Carriers every two years after a thorough vessel inspection and examination.



LOF Lloyd’s open form. A salvage contract form under which the salvor and vessel owner agrees that the salvor does not get paid immediately for services rendered. The salvage company(ies) are paid after a board meets usually in London to determine and consider the value of the cargo onboard, the services rendered to save it, what and how much was saved, and the risk and expense that was involved to save it.



Loadmaster A load-calculator designed for a vessel approved by a classification bureau for the calculation of the vessels stability.
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Lock For marine purposes: A space, enclosed at the sides by walls and at each end by gates, by which a vessel can be floated up or down to a different level. A ship elevator



Log Book The daily report, authenticated by the master of all events and other relevant particulars of a vessel, attested by the proper authorities as a true record.



Logistics The planning, execution and control of the movement and placement of people and/or goods and of the supporting activities related to such movement and placement within a system organised to achieve specific objectives.



Logistics Chain All successive links involved in the logistic process.



Longitude The angular distance of a position on the equator east or west of the standard Greenwich meridian up to 180o east or west.



Long Ton A ton equal to 2240 pounds



Longitudinal Bulkhead A wall within a ship which divides space and runs fore and aft.



Longitudinal Stiffener A piece of steel running fore and aft between frames which adds strength to a vessel’s structure.



Longshoreman A person who physically does the work related to the loading and unloading of a vessel.



Lorry Motor truck used for transport of goods. Also know as a Heavy Goods Vehicle. This British term means any vehicle exceeding 7.5 metric tons maximum laden weight.



LOT-Load On Top A system of loading cargo on top of ballast water which has been decanted with most of the water being removed and processed. The oily water which remains is then loaded “on top of”. This method reduces slop oil accumulation.



Lower Flammability Limit-LFL Lower Flammability Limit-the concentration of hydrocarbon gas in air below which there is insufficient hydrocarbon to support or propagate combustion. Also know as LEL for lower explosive limits. In layman’s terms the air is to lean to ignite.
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LPG Liquefied Petroleum Gas. A group of gases which include propane, and butane. Usually produced through refining crude oil or natural gas.



Lump-Sum An agreed sum of money, which is paid in full settlement at one time. This term is often used in connection with charter parties.



Lump-Sum Charter A voyage charter whereby the shipowner agrees to place the whole or a part of the vessel's capacity at the charterer's disposal for which a lump-sum freight is being paid.
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M Maiden Voyage A new vessel’s first voyage after sea trials and delivery to the owners.



Managing Owners A person or company assigned by the actual owner of a vessel to be responsible for the ship’s operation, manning, maintenance and other owner related vessel issues.



Manifest (Cargo) A descriptive list of all the merchandise a vessel is carrying.



MARPOL An abbreviation for Marine Pollution used to describe the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution by Ships of 1973. Known as the MARPOL Convention.



MARVS Abbreviation for Maximum Allowable Relief Valve Setting on a ships cargo tank pressure relief valve. This setting will be stated on the vessel’s certificate of fitness.



Master The person in sole charge of a vessel. Normally the Captain.



Mate's Receipt A document signed by the chief officer of a vessel acknowledging the receipt of a certain consignment on board of that vessel. On this document, remarks can be made as to the order and condition of the consignment. This document is usually prepared by the terminal or shipper’s representative at the terminal. In addition to the condition of the cargo it will usually the description of the goods, the shipper’s quantity and/or weight and usually the packaging. This receipt is signed, after loading, by the Chief Officer as an official receipt for the goods onboard. The original mate’s receipt is then usually presented to the carrier and exchanged for signed original bills of lading issued by the carrier using the quantities shown on the mate’s receipt. These original bills of lading then act as the receipt for goods.



MDO Marine diesel oil.



Mean Low Water Also expressed as MLW, the average height in a given area of the low water tide based on historical records for that area. This is usually the datum point from which depths are calculated on a chart or in navigational pubulications.



Measurement Ton The equivalent weight of one cubic metre of fresh water.
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Merchant For cargo carried under the terms and conditions of the Carrier's Bill of Lading and of a tariff, it means any trader or persons (e.g. Shipper, Consignee) and including anyone acting on their behalf, owning or entitled to possession of the goods.



Meta-Centric Height The distance between the centre of gravity of a vessel and a fictitious point. If the metra- centric height is zero or negative, the vessel will heel or capsize.



Methyl Bromide A popular fumigant used to kill any actual or potential infestations in timber, lumber, grain, and other commodity shipments. Entry into any treated space should only occur after adequate and complete ventilation or with proper breathing apparatus.



Metric Ton A ton equal to 2204.62 pounds or 1000 kilograms.



Mid-Body Length The length of the parallel midship section of a vessel’s sides fore and aft which normally would rest against a pier or dock. The length of the mid-body is important to know when voyage planning to determine if a vessel will safely be able to moor at a particular facility.



Mid-Deck Alternative An alternative tank vessel design to the double hull which is now required in the U.S.A. This design which is favored in some quarters uses a mid-deck to create a vacuum thereby greatly reducing the outflow of oil should the hull be holed.



MOD The U.K.’s Ministry of Defence



MOL Mitsui O.S.K. Lines also referred to as MOSK and MO Line.



MOLE This is the quantity of gas the weight of which is equal to its molecular weight in pounds or grams. A term used on Gas Carriers.



Moored A point at which a vessel is secured in position to a dock, by means of mooring ropes to a dock, or to the ocean floor with two or more anchors, or when secured to a specially designed mooring buoy which is secured to the bottom.



Mooring The process of securing a vessel to a dock, terminal, mooring buoy, or another vessel.
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Mooring Arrangement The arrangement of the anchors, winches, and lines, used for the purposes of securing the ship in position at a dock or mooring facility.



MSC-Military Sealift Command A division of the U.S armed forces involved in shipping and logistics for the U.S. Military worldwide.



MSDS-Material Safety Data Sheet A sheet of information relating to the cargo or cargoes being carried or handled by a vessel or facility. These sheets are required to be posted and give information relating to the flammability, toxicity, reactivity, and handling details as well as first aid information.



Multi Purpose Vessel Vessel designed for the carriage of different types of cargo: general, bulk, heavy and/or containerised cargo.



Multimodal Transport The carriage of goods (containers) by at least two different modes of transport.
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N NAEGA North American Export Grain Association-A trade association promoting grain trade policy, forms, contract terms, etc. in the grain trade. Grain sales from the United States are often made using a standard NAEGA 2 contract form which has prescribed terms, conditions, and exceptions related to grain shipments.



Naked Light Lights or other sources of ignition such as cigarettes, matches, flame, or light bulbs which are unprotected by a secondary cover which is sealed, or anything else which might act as a source of ignition.



Nautical Mile A measurement of 6080 feet, when a vessel travels this distance in one hour it is considered as traveling at one knot of speed, if 2 x this distance per hour then 2 knots, etc.



Navigation The process of determining a vessels position, course, and speed, at a given time to ensure the safe and timely arrival at its destination.



Negligence Imprudent action or omission which may cause injury, damage or loss or the absence of care or consideration of a reasonable person under a set of circumstances.



Negotiable In terms of documents, 'negotiable' means that e.g. a Bill of Lading is handed over/transferred in the right manner (viz. proper endorsement) to another person either endorsed in blank or endorsed to a person and that person acquires, by this transfer certain rights vis-is the goods e.g. is entitled to take possession of the goods.



Net Tons The interior volume of a vessel excluding the engine spaces, accommodation, or other enclosed deck space not used for the carriage of goods divided by 100 cu ft = the net tons. Often used as a base for calculation of tonnage taxes and other charges.



Net Weight The weight of the goods, excluding all packing.



NGL’s Natural Gas Liquids arre liquid components found in association with natural gas. Ehtane, propane, butane, pentane, and pentanes plus are typical NGL’s



Non-Vessel Operating Common Carrier (NVOCC) A party who undertakes to carry goods and issues in his own name a Bill of Lading for such carriage, without having the availability of any own means of transport. This is accomplished usually by chartering blocks of space on other carrier’s ships and then selling that space as would an vessel operating carrier.
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Non-Volitile Products which have a flashpoint of 60°C or above.



Norgrain The code name of a BIMCO approved charter party used for some North American Grain shipments. The Charter Party is issued by the Association of Steamship Brokers and Agents.



NOR See Notice of Readiness



Notice of Readiness (NOR) A document or message presented to a shipper or receiver officially notifying them that a vessel has arrived in or at the port and is ready for loading or discharging. This tendering of the notice of readiness starts the clock on the allowable time for discharge and loading based on the terms of the charter party. The time of tendering is normall arrival time of the vessel at or in the port in accordance with the charter party and not the time the document arrived in the shipper or receiver’s offices. Many people confuse this, but a ship does not arrive in the office it arrives in port and it is at that time that the vessel is ready for cargo operation, not the time the document is presented. That being said due diligence should be made to get the notice to the shippers or receivers in a timely manner to avoid disputes.



Notify Party Bills of Lading and other shipment contracts will list a “notify party” who is the party who is to be notified by the carrier of the shipments arrival time and place.



NYK Nippon Yusen Kaisha or NYK Line.
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O OBO-Oil and Bulk Oil Carrier Oil and Bulk Oil carrier. Refers to a vessel which is fitted to carry both dry bulk and liquid cargoes.



OCIMF-Oil Companies International Marine Forum an organization of oil companies which researches and recommends best practices in the handling of oil and oil products. Often they recommend regulations to governing bodies and comment on other regulations promulgated by other organizations.



Offhire A term used to describe the time at which a vessel is no longer meeting the terms of readiness for a shipment and is therefore no longer earning revenue during that time. Some situations which can cause offhire periods are holds not clean, dry, free from infestation; engine failure, cannot sail due to crew problem or shortage. Etc.. When a vessel’s condition changes back to meet the contract or charter party terms it is placed back on-hire. In some cases such as poor engine perfoprmance which extends the charter and adds expenses a claim for partial offhire may be made.



Official Number A number issued to every registered vessel by their flag state. Not to be confused with the Lloyd’s Number which is issued by Lloyd’s Register of Shipping.



OPA-90 Oil Pollution Act of 1990-Introduced and adopted by the U.S. Congress after the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska.



Operator The party responsible for the day to day operational management of certain premises such as warehouses, terminals and vessels.



Orevoy/Orevoy Bill-A charter party and corresponding bill of lading approved by BIMCO for use in the Ore trade.



Organisation An identifiable social unit with a particular responsibility which endeavour to achieve multiple goals by coordinated activities and relationships between members and objects.



Outboard Outside of the ship’s rail.



Outturn Report Written statement by a stevedoring company in which the condition of cargo discharged from a vessel is noted along with any discrepancies in the quantity compared with the vessel's manifest.
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Overtime Work beyond normal established working hours which usually requires a premium to be paid to the employees concerned.



Owner The legal owner of cargo, equipment or means of transport.



Glossary of Shipping Terms



Page 69 of 95



P Package Any physical piece of cargo in relation to transport consisting of the contents and its packing for the purpose of ease of handling by manual or mechanical means.



Packaging Materials used for the containment, protection, handling, delivery and presentation of goods and the activities of placing and securing goods in those materials.



Packing List Document specifying the contents of each individual package.



Pallet A platform on which goods can be stacked in order to facilitate the movement by a fork lift or sling.



Panamax A solid bulk vessel class which refers to ships that are designed for the maximum size for passage through the Panama Canal. The actual limits of the Canal are 270 meters by 33 meters, but most Panamax vessels are approxiamately 226 meters long with a 32 meter beam and they range from 65000 to 70000 tons DWT.



Parallel Mid-Body Length Also known as PBL, PMBL, or Mid-Body Length-This describes the middle side area of a tanker’s or other vessel’s exterior hull which is flat and usually vertical. This is usually the area of the hull that is in contact with the pier when a vessel is docked. This area is measured from aft of the bow where the hull reaches maximum beam and then proceeds aft with little variance until the hull recesses again towards the centerline near the stern. This area is the same on both sides of a vessel and therefore runs in parallel down the middle of the ship. The length of the mid-body is important to know when voyage planning to determine if a vessel will safely be able to moor at a particular facility



PASP Partnership Account Support Product-proprietary software developed by Inchcape Shipping Services for the voyage management of their partnership account principals ship activities.



Payee A party to whom a payment is made or owed.



Payer A party who pays or is to pay.



Payment Against Documents Instructions given by a seller to a bank to the effect that the buyer may collect the documents necessary to obtain delivery of the goods only upon actual payment of the invoice.
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Peak Tanks Small ballast tanks at the extreme ends fore or aft that are used for trimming.



Pelican Hook A type of hook used to hold lines or chain. This type of hook can be released under strain and is often used for mooring lines and for anchor chain.



Petroleum A liquid mineral oil which has a color range from slightly yellow to black derived from liquid and solid hydrocarbons found naturally in the earth’s strata and which can be refined into products ranging from asphalt, waxes, naphtha, kerosene, diesel, jet fuel, gasoline, solvents, chemicals, and natural gases.



Petroleum Gas A gas derived from petroleum. May be called LPG for Liquefied Petroleum Gas



Pilferage Petty stealing of goods from a ship's hold, cargo shed or warehouse.



Pilot A person who directs and assists a vessel in navigating confined areas and/or harbors using their local expertise related to currents, conditions and personal knowledge. Pilots in the United States are licensed by the federal government, and also state governments, depending on the area involved.



Pilotage The charges associated with providing pilot services to a vessel.



Plimsoll Mark A horizontal mark on a vessels hull amidships on both side which notes the maximum depth a vessel can load to or be submerged, and still have sufficient reserve buoyancy for a safe passage. The mark actually has several lines which vary slightly for the area to be transited and the density of the water the vessel is in. Named after Samuel Plimsoll a seaman’s advocate who was instrumental in the creation of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1876.



POP Port Operations Product-proprietary software developed by Inchcape Shipping Services for the management of non-partnership account ship activities and disbursements.



Port 1. A sheltered place where a vessel can load or unload merchandise. 2. The left side of a vessel when facing forward. 3. A round, square, oval, or rectangular shaped opening on the side of a ship or its superstructure through which light and/or fresh air can pass. 4. A sweet fortified wine, which originally was made in Northern Portugal. (Very good after dinner)



Port of Call Place where a vessel actually drops anchor or moors during a certain voyage.
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Port of Discharge The port where the cargo is actually discharged (unloaded) from the sea (ocean) going vessel.



Port of Loading The port where the cargo is actually loaded on board the sea (ocean) going vessel.



Portlog A statement concerning a vessel documenting the actual arrival and departure time used tugs, draft, deadweight, quantity of discharged and loaded goods/containers and any other important particulars. It is like a statement of fact but usually used when the cargo is booked on liner terms where the owner has control over the loading and discharge and there is no Laytime involved. It is usually not signed.



Positioning The transport of empty equipment from a depot to shipper's premises or from consignee's premises back to a depot as the empty leg of a carrier haulage transport.



Pour Point The lowest temperature at which a petroleum oil will remain fluid.



Pre-Transfer Conference A discussion between the vessel and shore interests prior to an oil transfer covering the loading sequence, loading rate, pumps, notification procedures, signals, line displacement and all other pertinent details are discussed. For some transfers, such as bunkering, the Declaration of Inspection is completed during this conference.



Pressure Surge A sudden increase in the pressure of the liquid in a pipeline brought about by an abrupt change in the flow velocity.



Pressure/Vacuum (PV) Relief Valve A valve which permits the release or intake of air in to or out of a tank only when the pressure or vacuum within the tank exceeds the preset limits of the valve. This can prevent tank explosion or implosion when loading or discharging a tank.



Primary Barrier Spoken usually in conjunction with gas carriers about the inner surface of a tank space used to contain the cargo when a secondary barrier is also present. Refer to the gas codes for a more detailed definition.



Principal Person for whom another acts as agent.



Pro Forma Disbursement Account (Proforma) An estimate of the port charges and husbanding charges related to a ship call. A proforma disbursement account will often be sent by the agent to the owner or charterer after an agent is appointed. The Proforma will estimate the funds required to accomplish the port call.
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Procedure Steps to be followed in order to comply with a formality, including the timing, format and transmission method for the submission of required information.



Protection and Indemnity Club(s Known as the P & I club(s). Basically an insurance provider made up of a mutual association of ship owners who enroll or join the club to provide insurance protection for cargo and liability claims and other claims not covered by normal marine insurance. Claims for non-cargo or liability issues such as weather damage to the hull or machinery of a vessel is covered separately by Hull Underwriters insurance.



Pumproom A room where the main cargo pumps are located on a tank vessel. Often this room will be located in the cofferdam aft of the cargo tanks.



Purchase Order A definite order for one or more deliveries by the supplier to the customer of a specific quantity of goods, materials, services or products under agreed terms of delivery and prices.
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Q Quality (ISO) The totality of features and characteristics of a product or service that bear on its ability to satisfy stated or implied needs.



Quality Assurance (ISO) All those planned and systematic actions necessary to provide adequate confidence that a product or service will satisfy given requirements for quality.



Quality Control (ISO) The operational techniques and activities that are used to fulfil requirements for quality.



Quarantine The period during which an arriving vessel, including its equipment, cargo, crew or passengers, suspected to carry or carrying a contagious disease is detained in strict isolation to prevent the spread of such a disease.



Quay (pronounced ‘key’) That part of a wharf which is intended for the mooring of vessels.
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R R-22 A refrigerant gas whose full name is monochlorodifluoromethane. Colorless, odorless, and non-flammable. It has a relatively low toxicity with a TLV of 1000 ppm. It is used on gas carriers and also on other vessels and applications where cooling and refrigeration are required, i.e. air conditioners, cargo refrigeration units etc..



Redelivery Return of a shipment to the party who originally delivered it to the carrier (air cargo). Return of a chartered vessel to the owners.



Reefer Cargo Cargo requiring temperature control.



Reefer Container A thermal container with refrigerating appliances (mechanical compressor unit, absorption unit etc.) to control the temperature of cargo.



Refrigerated Vessel A vessel designed specifically for the carriage of chilled or frozen goods usually break bulk or unitized on pallets, such as eggs, fruits, meats, etc.



Register Ton The unit of measurement for the internal capacity of a vessel whereby one register ton equals 100 cubic feet (2.83 cubic meter). The gross (bruto) tonnage comprises all spaces below the main (tonnage) deck and the enclosed spaces above the main (tonnage) deck less exempted spaces. The net tonnage consists of the gross tonnage less exemptions like ballast tanks, engine room, living quarters etc. The register tonnage is mentioned on the tonnage certificate.



Rejection Non-acceptance of e.g. cargo. Something men fear when chatting up a woman.



Relative Liquid Density The mass of a liquid at a given temperature compared with the mass of an equal volume of fresh water at the same temperature or at a different given temperature.



Relative Vapor Density The mass of a vapor when compared to the mass of an equal volume of air. Both at standard conditions of pressure and temperature.
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Repudiation Rejecting or disowning or disclaiming anything as invalid.



Responsible Carrier 1. The carrier liable under the terms of a consortium Bill of Lading. 2. Carrier responsible for the transport of goods as indicated in the transport document.



Restricted Gauging A device used on gas carriers which penetrates the tank and when in use allows a small amount of vapor or liquid to disperse into the atmosphere.



Rinacertificate Certificate issued by the Italian Government for carrying dangerous goods in Italian Waters.



ROB Abbreviation for Remaining On Board. Usually refers to bunkers at a particular time such as the completion of a voyage.



Rollover When a ship is inverted. (Generally a condition to be avoided). On a gas carrier this term can be used when the stability of two stratified layers of gases of different relative densities is disturbed resulting in the spontaneous rapid mixing of the layers accompanied in the case of liquefied gases by violent vapor evolution.



Roll-on Roll-off (RoRo) System of loading and discharging a vessel whereby the cargo is driven on and off by means of a ramp.



Rudder Post The post on which the rudder is mounted and pivots on.
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S Safe Working Load (SWL) The maximum load any lifting appliance may handle.



Said to Contain (STC) Term in a Bill of Lading signifying that the master and the carrier are unaware of the nature or quantity of the contents of e.g. a carton, crate, container or bundle and are relying on the description furnished by the shipper.



Sagged When the ends of a ship are bent upwards due to a concentration of weight amidships.



Salinity The amount of salt content expressed by weight in parts of thousands in a liquid. Salt water density = approximately 1.025. Freshwater density = 1.000.



Salvage The saving or rescue of a vessel and/or the cargo from loss and/or damage at sea.



SCAC Standard Carrier Alpha Code-usually the first four letters of an inbound or import shipment’s B/L number for imports into the United States. The code is assigned to the carrier by the National Motor Freight & Trucking Association for use in ensuring that each import B/L has a unique B/L Number. The first four letters of the B/L Number must be the SCAC code assigned to that carrier. A SCAC is required for all Bills of Lading covering inbound cargo shipments to the United States.



Screw A term used to describe the propeller on a vessel. A fastener



Scuppers Deck drains



Sea Chest A water intake compartment on the hull of a vessel under the waterline usually covered by a grating level or even with the hull plating. Water is feed from the Sea Chest to the Sea Suction to permit the ingress of sea water for ship’s use.



Sea Suction A pipeline from the sea chest which sea water flows into a ship for cooling engines, ballasting, or other shipboard needs.
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Seal A device used for containers, lockers, trucks or lorries to proof relevant parties that they have remained closed during transport.



Seal Log A document used to record seal numbers.



Seaworthiness Fitness of a vessel to travel in open sea mostly related to a particular voyage with a particular cargo.



Secondary Barrier Spoken usually in relation to gas carriers to define the liquid resisting outer element of a cargo containment system designed to provide temporary containment of leakage of a liquid cargo through the primary barrier and to prevent the lowering of the temperature of the ship’s structure to unsafe levels.



SED-Shipper’s Export Declaration A document which is required by United States of any shipment being exported



Segregated Ballast Ballast which is stored in segregated tanks not used for the carriage of oil products therefore ballast water can be discharged from the vessel without possibility of oil contamination.



Segregated Tanks Tanks which are isolated from one another to prevent commingling of products or ballast water.



Segregation Distance required by the rules of IMDG or BC codes between the various commodities of dangerous and or bulk cargoes.



Seller Party selling merchandise to a buyer.



Semi-Refrigerated Vessel A gas carrier designed to carry cargoes both fully refrigerated and under higher pressure than atmospheric pressure.
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Service Bill A service Bill (of Lading) is a contract of carriage issued by one carrier to another for documentary and internal control purposes. For internal documentary and control purposes a so-called participating agent in a consortium uses some kind of document which, depending on the trade, is referred to as 'Memo Bill' which will among others state: o Name of Carrier on whose behalf the original document (Way Bill, Bill of Lading, etc.) was issued. o The original document number. The agent who issued the original document and his opponent at the discharging side. o The number of packages, weight and measurement, marks and numbers and goods description. o Further mandatory details in case of special cargo.



Shell Plating Refers to the steel plates which form the outer skin of the ship.



SHEX/SHINC/SHEXIU Acronym terms used in chartering which mean Sundays and Holidays Excluded/Sundays and Holidays Included/Sundays and Holidays Excluded Except If Used. These terms relate to the calculation of Laytime and there are several variations of this often used and abbreviated term.



Ship Broker Acts as intermediary between shipowners or carriers by sea on the one hand and cargo interests on the other. The functions are to act as forwarding agent or custom broker, fixing of charters, and acting as chartering agent.



Ship Operator A ship operator is either the shipowner or the (legal) person responsible for the actual management of the vessel and its crew.



Ship's Protest Statement, usually written, of the master of a vessel, concerning exceptional events which occurred during a voyage.



Shipowner The (legal) person officially registered as such in the certificate of registry where the following particulars are contained: o Name of vessel and port of registry. o Details contained in surveyors certificate. o The particulars respecting the origin stated in the declaration of ownership. o The name and description of the registered owner, if more than one owner the proportionate the share of each.



Shipper The person, party (company) who is designated in the contract for the carriage of goods to deliver the cargo to the carrier for shipment.
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Shipper’s Export DeclarationA document which is required by United States regulation to be surrendered to Customs for any shipment being exported.



Shortage The negative difference between actual available or delivered quantity and the required quantity.



Short Ton A ton equal to 2000 lbs.



Shrink Wrapping Heat treatment that shrinks an envelope of polyethylene or similar substance around several units, thus forming one unit. It is used e.g. to secure packages on a pallet.



SIGTTO Society of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators Limited. The primary consultative gas industry organization which promotes safe practices. Publisher of a book called Liquefied Gas Handling Principles on Ships and in Terminals which is one of the main reference books to the gas transportation trade.



Single Administrative Document (SAD) A set of documents, replacing the various (national) forms for customs declaration within European Community, implemented on January 1st, 1988. The introduction of the SAD constitutes an intermediate stage in the abolition of all administrative documentation in intra European Community trade in goods between member states.



SITPRO National organisation for the Simplification of International Trade Procedures in the United Kingdom (e.g. in The Netherlands SITPRO is called 'Sitproneth', in France 'Simprofrance' and in Japan 'Jastpro').



Sling Special chain, wire rope, synthetic fibre strap or ropes used for cargo handling purposes.



Slot The space on board a vessel, required by one TEU, mainly used for administrative purposes.



Slot Charter or Charterer This is where an entity contracts for a certain number of usually container spaces or slots from a carrier and then they sell that space to shippers for one or more voyages depending on the contract or charter party terms.



SOLAS A short name for the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea. This convention contains a series of international rules and regulations agreed to and enforced by nations who are signatory to the convention. These rules include the IBC, BCH, IGC, as well as providing rules for the health of vessel crews etc.
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Solid Bulk Cargo Any material, other than liquid or gas consisting of a combination of particles, granules, or any larger pieces of material, generally uniform in dimension and composition which is loaded into a cargo space directly without any packaging or intermediate form of containment.



Sour Crude Oil Used to describe crude oil which is high in hydrogen sulfide and/or mercaptans and therefore confined spaces and tanks where sour crude is transported can develop high concentrations of hydrogen sulfide gas.



Space Charterer A charterer that contracts for a section or space within a ship for the carriage of merchandise. This can be one or part of a hold, or a few holds, but not the entire cargo carrying space within a ship. This space charter can be for one voyage or a period of time over several voyages depending on the terms of the governing charter party.



Span Gas A vapor sample of a known gas at a given concentration and composition used to calibrate gas detection equipment.



Spares A term used to describe any machinery or other appliance parts shipped to or from a vessel to effect repairs or maintenance to the ships main propulsion or auxiliary equipment.



Specific Gravity ‘The ratio of the mass of a solid or liquid to the mass of an equal volume of distilled water at 4°C (39°F) or of a gas to an equal volume of air or hydrogen under prescribed conditions of temperature and pressure.



SPM-Single Point Mooring A mooring system to which a tank vessel moors to a single point only normally at the bow. This system allows the vessel to swing in a 360° axis depending on wind or current direction without disconnecting or interrupting the cargo operations.



Spontaneous Combustion Any ignition which occurs without external influence.



Spring Lines Mooring lines which run from forward to an after position on the dock and aft to a forward position on the dock. These lines prevent forward and aft movement when a vessel is moored.



Square Hatch Square the deck area directly below the hatch opening in a cargo hold.
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Stability The capacity of a vessel to return to its original position after having been displaced by external forces. The stability of a vessel depends on the meta-centric height. A term when used in relation to ships means the desired balance between cargo, ballast, and buoyancy, to ensure that the vessel will not capsize during the expected conditions during a voyage. This is accomplished through a series of calculations when planning for loading or prior to the commencement of a voyage.



Stackweight The total weight of the containers and cargo in a certain row.



Stantion A support post for a life rail or life ropes to prevent people from falling overboard.



Starboard The right side of a vessel when facing forward.



Statement of Fact A document usually prepared by the agent which lists the significant times and events during a vessel’s port call. This document is signed by the preparer, the vessel master, and the terminal’s, or shipper’s, or receiver’s, representative. The times on a Statement of Fact are then used to calculate the laytime usually using a calculation sheet called a “laytime statement.”



Statement of Satisfactory Loading A document prepared by the agent and/or stevedore stating that the vessel was loaded, stowed, and trimmed to the master’s satisfaction upon completion of loading. Often referred to as the “CYA” letter, or “happy letter”. This is presented to the master after completion of loading on a dry bulk carrier and before sailing for his signature. If he has any problems with the stowage he then should protest it or sign that he is satisfied. Not all masters will sign this document on advise from owners and/or the P and I club. Not normally used on tank vessels.



Static Electricity 1. An accumulation of electric charge on an insulated body. 2. Electric discharge resulting from the accumulation of an electric charge. from the accumulation of electric charge on an insulated body.



STCW International Maritime Organization’s Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers Convention 1978. An international agreement on the standards for certification and qualifications for certification of Seafarers



Stem The curved upright beam at the extreme forward part of a vessel into which the hull timbers or shell plating or are scarfed or welded to form the prow. In some cases also defined as the foremost part of a vessel.



Stern The aftermost part of a vessel.
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Stern Line A mooring line which extends from the stern leading aft to the dock. This line holds the stern end against the dock and assists in preventing a vessel from moving forward.



Stevedore A party running a business of which the functions are loading, stowing and discharging vessels.



Stores Provisions and supplies on board required for running a vessel.



Stores A general term used to describe consumables used on board a vessel. It would include things such as food, paper goods, paint, cleaning products, and other supplies regularly consumed by the crew in the course of normal onboard activities.



Stowage The placing and securing of cargo or containers on board a vessel or an aircraft or of cargo in a container.



Stowage Factor Ratio of a cargo's cubic measurement to its weight, expressed in cubic feet to the ton or cubic metres to the tonne, used in order to determine the total quantity of cargo which can be loaded in a certain space.



Stowage Instructions Imperative details about the way certain cargo is to be stowed, given by the shipper or his agent.



Stowage Plan A plan indicating the locations on the vessel of all the consignments for the benefit of stevedores and vessel's officers.



Stowaway An unwanted person who hides on board of a vessel or an aircraft to get free passage, to evade port officials.



Stratification The layering effect of two gas vapors with different densities. The lighter vapor will float above the heavier.



Stripping 1. The term used for discharging the last part of the cargo from a tank. Sometimes special stripping pumps are used which can maintain suction after the main cargo pump inlets cannot. 2. The unloading of cargo out of a container. 3. The process of removing one’s clothes.



Stuffing The loading of cargo into a container.



Suction Bell A flared or bell shaped pipe intake for the main cargo pumps.
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Supercargo Experienced person (officer) assigned by the charterer of a vessel to advise the management of the vessel and protect the interests of the charterer.



Supply Vessel Vessel which carries stock and stores to offshore drilling rigs, platforms.



Surcharge An additional charge added to the usual or customary freight.



Surge Pressure A change in the rate of flow in a line resulting in a shock wave inside the line. A dangerous condition that can damage piping systems when the pressures are too high in the line.



Survey An inspection of a certain item or object by a recognised specialist.



Surveyor A specialist who carries out surveys.
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T TA Time of Arrival



TARif Intègrè Communautaire (TARIC) The integrated customs tariff of the community.



TIR Transport International des Merchandises par la Route.



Tallyman A person who records the number of cargo items together with the condition thereof at the time it is loaded into or discharged from a vessel.



Tank Cleaning Machine A sprinkler like device which is used with high pressure to clean the inside of cargo tanks. One famous brand name is “butterworth”. Therefore when a tank is butterworthed it is being cleaned.



Tank Container A tank, surrounded by a framework with the overall dimensions of a container for the transport of liquids or gasses in bulk.



Tanker A vessel specifically designed to carry liquid cargoes in bulk.



Tanker classifications Crude carriers are classed in sizes. There are general crude carriers of 35,000 to 160,000 tons, VLCC’s for Very Large Crude Carriers of 160,000 to 300,000 tons, and ULCC’s for Ultra Large Crude Carriers of 260,000 to 565,000 tons. Another classification system further classifies tankers into the following categories: o o o o o o



General Purpose or GP Medium Range or MR Large/Long Range 1 or LR1 Large/Long Range 2 or LR2 Aframax Suezmax



16500-25000 25000-45000 45000-80000 80000-160000 75000-110000 110000-150000



DWT DWT DWT DWT DWT DWT



These classifications can vary slightly between companies and or organizations and are somewhat subjective. But, the tonnages shown are close to those generally accepted in the industry.
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Tanker classifications (cont.) Gas Carriers which are also tankers are divided into general size classifications as are crude carriers. These size classifications are subjective but generally place gas carriers into the following size classes: o o o o



Very Large Gas Carriers (VLGC) Large Gas Carriers (LGC) Medium Gas Carriers (MGC) Small Gas Carriers



70,000m3+up 50,000m3-70,000m3 20,000m3-40,000m3 2,000m3-20,000m3



There are some 200,000 m3 gas carriers on order so we would expect that there will be a ULGC class in addition to the above when these vessels are delivered in 2006.



Tariff The schedule of rates, charges and related transport conditions.



Tender o o o



A small boat used to carry persons from shore to ship and back Colloquial term used to describe the condition of a ship having marginal stability To present for acceptance an offer (to tender a bid)



Tension Winch A winch with which you can set a specific tension and it will maintain this tension and pay out line if the set tension is exceeded, therefore avoiding the parting of a towing hawser, or mooring line under excess strain.



Terminal A facility designed to receive and load cargoes to vessels.



Third Party Logistics Supply of logistics related operations between traders by an independent organisation.



Time Alongside A subjective term usually referring to the time a vessel arrives in some position off the dock, pier, or terminal just before the first line is thrown. For further definition-contact Bryan Phillips. This time is not used in most post fixture calculations but may be required for specific regional trades.



Time Charterer The charterer has the use of the ship for a specific trip or a period of time during which he may employ her for his own account. He may direct her within the trading limits agreed in the charter-party and, in normal circumstances, the Master must obey these orders. While the time charterer has the commercial control, the owner retains responsibility for the vessel and the Master and crew remain in his employment. The hire, usually calculated per day or per deadweight metric or long ton, is paid in advance at regular, agreed intervals, normally semi-monthly or monthly. Normally, the charterer pays for the fuel on board at the time he accepts delivery and for fuel supplied while the vessel is on hire. When he hands the vessel back to the owner, the owner pays for what remains on board. The prices applicable on delivery and redelivery are the agreed bunker prices in the charter.
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Time Charterer (cont.) The owner pays for the running costs of the vessel. If the ship breaks down or, as a result of the shipowner's fault, the charterer does not have the use of the vessel, the vessel goes ‘off-hire’ for that period subject to any terms in the charter-party. Time charterers may be owners who want to temporarily augment their own fleet; charterers who have a variety of commitments to meet; charterers who believe long-term chartering will hedge the market; operators who see a profit by taking voyage contracts from charterers and time chartering vessels themselves to cover those contracts. Where a time charterer issues and signs his own bill of lading, he may be held to be a ‘carrier’ for the purposes of the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1971.



Time Sheet Statement, drawn-up by the ship's agent at the loading and discharging ports, which details the time worked in loading and discharging the cargo together with the amount of laytime used.



Ton Unit of weight measurement: 1000 kilograms (metric ton) or 2,240 lbs (long ton) or 2000 lbs (short ton). Unit of cubic measurement, mainly used to express the cubic capacity of a vessel. (GRT) Unit of weight or measurement used as a basis for the calculation of freights (freight ton).



Topping Off Filling the last space left in a tank.



Topping Up Same as topping off.



Toxic Poisonous, capable of causing injury or death.



Tramp Vessel A vessel not operating under a regular schedule.



Transverse Bulkhead A vertical wall which divides a space within a vessel running from side to side of the vessel.port to another for on-carriage during the course of one transport operation.



Transhipment Process of transferring cargo from one mode of shipment to another to effect delivery of the merchandise. This may involve several modes such as vessel, rail, truck, barge, etc.. Also spoken of a cargo which will be delivered via multi-transport modes.



Transit Cargo Cargo between outwards customs clearance and inwards customs clearance. Cargo arriving at a port and departing there-from by the same vessel.
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Transportable Moisture Limit TML refers to the maximum amount of moisture allowable in a shipment of granular (dry bulk) material in order to keep it from acting like a liquid when external force such as the rolling of a ship is applied. These limits are listed in The Code of Safe Practice For Solid Bulk Cargoes Also known as the BC Code. This code is adopted as part of the SOLAS Convention. This limits are derived from a prescribed test of the material to determine the Flow Moisture Point.



Trim The fore and aft angle of a vessel or the difference between the forward and aft draft readings. Trimmed by the head means the bow is down in the water more than the stern. Trimmed by the stern means the bow is higher out of the water than the stern. A slight trim by the stern is always desirable as this makes the vessel’s steering and control easier. An even keel means the draft is equal at both ends of the ship. Trim should not be confused with List which is the side to side draft readings.



Trimming The process of leveling a solid bulk cargo within a cargo space partially or totally, by means of the loading spout, chutes, spoons, portable equipment, machinery, and/or manual labor. the process of shifting cargo or ballast within a ship to ensure proper trim (fore and aft angle) of the vessel.



Turn Of The Bilge The rounded shell plating which curves from the underside of a vessel to its sides.



Tweendeck Cargo carrying surface below the main deck dividing a hold horizontally in an upper and a lower compartment.



Two Valve Separation Some cargoes must be kept from commingling, and in some cases to provide for an extra margin of safety, two isolation valves are closed between the incompatible cargoes so contamination cannot occur.



Type of Vessel The sort of vessel used in the transport process e.g. Tanker, Bulk Carrier, Container, Roll On/Roll Off or Multi Purpose.
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U Ullage The amount of space or distance from the top of a liquid in a tank to a fixed reference point at the top of the tank. It is the free space above a liquid contained in a tank, drum or tank-container, expressed as a percentage of the total capacity. Some ullage is often used to leave room for possible expansion of the liquid.



Ullage Report A form used to record the ullage readings in a vessel’s tanks which is then used to determine the amount of cargo within the tanks on a vessel.



Ultimate Consignee Party who has been designated on the invoice or packing list as the final recipient of the stated merchandise.



Ultra Large Crude Carrier: ULCC A vessel designed for the carriage of liquid cargo in bulk with a loading capacity from about 300,000 up to 565,000 DWT.



Unaccompanied Baggage Luggage not accompanied by a passenger.



United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) A United Nations agency whose work in Shipping includes the liner code involving the sharing of cargoes between the Shipping lines of the importing and exporting countries and third countries in the ratio 40:40:20.



United Nations Dangerous Goods Number (UNDG) The four-digit number assigned by the United Nations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods to classify a substance or a particular groups of substances.



Upper Flammability Limit-Abbreviated UFL The concentration of hydrocarbon gas in air above which there is insufficient air to support or propagate combustion. Also known as the UEL or Upper Explosive Limit. In layman’s terms the air is to rich to ignite.



USDV Ultra Shallow Draft Vessel
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UTC-Abbreviation for Coordinated Universal Time, the standard measurement of time. Universal time (UT), based on the Earth's actual rotation, was replaced by coordinated universal time (UTC) 1972, the difference between the two involving the addition (or subtraction) of leap seconds on the last day of June or Dec. National observatories (in the UK until 1990 the Royal Greenwich Observatory) make standard time available, and the BBC broadcasts six pips at certain hours (five short, from second 55 to second 59, and one long, the start of which indicates the precise minute). Its computerised clock has an accuracy greater than 1 second in 4,000 years. From 1986 the term Greenwich Mean Time was replaced by UTC. However, the Greenwich meridian, adopted 1884, remains that from which all longitudes are measured, and the world's standard time zones are calculated from it.
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V Value Added Tax (VAT) A form of indirect sales tax paid on products and services at each stage of production or distribution, based on the value added at that stage and included in the cost to the ultimate customer.



VCS Vapor control system, a system which captures vapors from tanks being loaded and then pipes these vapors ashore for processing before they are released into the atmosphere.



Very Large Crude Carrier-VLCC A vessel designed for the carriage of liquid cargo in bulk with a loading capacity from 160,000 till 300,000 DWT.



Vessel A floating structure designed for the transport of cargo and/or passengers. Boiler, drum.



Vetting A formal inspection and risk evaluation process used by oil companies to determine the suitability of a vessel under another owner’s control for chartering in to that company’s service.



Volume Size or measure of anything in three dimensions.



Voyage Charterer The charterer has the services of the vessel for a specified voyage or voyages, and cargo which he must normally load and discharge at his expense within a specified time (see Laytime) in return for freight calculated on an agreed rate per ton of cargo or as a lump sum. The owner pays expenses such as fuel, port charges, and running costs of the vessel.



Voyage Number Reference number assigned by the carrier or his agent to the voyage of the vessel.



VRP Vessel Response Plan. A plan required by the United States for all vessels transporting petroleum within U.S. waters. This VRP must ensure that an owner has under contract or other means response equipment available to handle a maximum probable release of cargo into the environment in the areas where that companies vessels operate. It also requires a formal plan of notification and a list of the responsible individuals within that company who can be contacted to direct the clean-up efforts should an incident occur. This plan must be submitted and formally approved by the USCG in Washington D.C.
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W Water Cut The point at which the cargo and water in a tank interface as determined usually by a water finding or detection paste spread on a sounding tape lowered into the tank. The paste changes color when it comes in contact with water. This is then used to determine the amount of water in the tank verses the cargo, or the “water cut”.



Water Density affects the buoyancy or floatation of a vessel in water. The higher the density the higher a vessel will float in the water with the same load. Fresh Water density is generally equal to 1,000 Oz Per Cu Ft. Salt Water generally is equal to 1,025 Oz Per Cu Ft. Also see specific gravity.



Water Finding Paste A paste spread on a sounding tape which changes color when it contacts water. When a tape with this paste on it is lowered into a tank it can determine if water is present and based on where the discoloration occurs on the tape it can also tell you what level the water is at in the tank.



Water Fog A mist created by a fire fighting nozzle to cool down an area or to keep it from contamination. Some vessels have a fixed water fog system and others can use a fire fighting nozzle to create this fog or mist.



Waterline The line formed on a vessels exterior where the water surface comes in contact with the hull.



Watertight Bulkhead A vertical wall within a vessel which completely seals one area from another without an opening and which prevents liquids from passing from one compartment to another.



Waybill A non-negotiable document used as an alternative to a negotiable bill of lading when all the facilities of a bill of lading are not required and when the owner of the goods does not wish to retain title to them. Waybills cannot be drawn “to order” and must have a named consignee.



Weather Deck Generally refers to the main deck where it is not protected from the weather or has no covering. Also sometimes just means outside on deck anywhere on a vessel.



Weight Ton A ton of 1000 kilos.



Wharf A place for berthing vessels to facilitate loading and discharging of cargo.
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Wharfage The fee charged for the use of a wharf for mooring, loading or discharging a vessel or for storing goods.



Wildcat A special capstan type part of the anchor windlass molded to handle, heave, and let go the anchor chain.



Windlass A machine used for the purpose of heaving in the anchor or mooring lines on a vessel. This machine will have a vertical capstan or horizontal capstan called a gypsy head for handling lines and/or a wildcat which is specially formed to handle chain.



Wing Tank A tank situated at the side of a vessel. On tankers this tank will extend the whole depth of the cargo space. On a dry bulk carrier these tanks are usually located at the top of the hold.



Work Permit A form required by U.S. Customs which includes the bond information which will cover a vessel and its cargoes while in port. This form is often known by its form number which is: “3171”.



World Health Organization (WHO) The global agency linked with the United Nations and co-operating with other technical agencies relating to health matters at sea and on land.



World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) The United Nations agency dealing with meteorological issues.



Worldscale A freight fixing system for tankers. In the tanker market, the 'freight fixing system' differs a lot. The use of an 'International Scale' now called the ''New World-wide Tanker Nominal Freight Scale' or simply the '(new) Worldscale' (NWS), is the main characteristic of the tankers' chartering. Normally the Worldscale is being used for tanker cargoes over 10,000 tons. By using such an international scale (the new Worldscale), the parties can compare and evaluate the freight rates for different voyages and different market levels in an easier way. The Worldscale is a table containing freight rates for several tanker trades, taking into account all 'cost related' items involved in each one of them. Such items are: The distances between practically all conceivable tankers trades which are comparatively few and which distances for owners' information are printed in the NWS table. The port costs (disbursement accounts D/A etc.). The port time (four days). Bunker costs. Other costs. And an additional fictional cost element of USDollars 12,000 per day. The basis of the Worldscale is a standard tanker of 75,000 tons dwt , on which round voyage calculations are made taking into account the above mentioned 'cost' items. In this way the freight per metric ton required by the standard ship in each trade has been calculated. The result is found in the Worldscale tables given as a certain amount of dollars (freight) per ton for each trade. These results (values) are called WS 100 or WS Flat. It is obvious that the daily cost of USDollars 12,000 is an imaginary amount, used only as a basis for calculations.
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Worldscale (cont.) Therefore WS 100 is not the actual figure which would cover the daily and voyage costs of the standard ship but an indicator used as a convenient basis level. The Worldscale tables are being updated / revised yearly, in an effort to keep the basis for the calculations in line with actual conditions and actual costs such as port costs, bunker prices etc. Nevertheless the 'fixed hire element' of USDollars 12,000 is maintained. Usually, the tanker owners / managers, produce a series of voyage calculations for the most frequent trades applying to the type and size of their own ships according to the WS. In this way they have available a number of different WS rates which they can compare at a glance with the offered alternative employments. A fixture concluded at WS 80, actually means that the owners will be paid a freight equal to 80% of the freight which appears on the Worldscale table for the specific trade. A direct comparison between a fixture concluded, for instance, at WS 80 and another fixture in an other trade which was concluded at a higher or lower rate, is not correct, since the various cost elements (bunkers, port costs, daily costs) have a different impact on different voyages.
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X Y Yard Fenced off, outdoor storage and repair area.



Z Zero Gas Pure nitrogen used to calibrate the zero reading of gas detectors.



Zodiac A rubber dinghy. An inflatable craft for the transport of people.
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