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DONORS Cover Story



During the 50th Anniversary celebration on June 28, 2014 we were delighted to announce that just under $1.2 million had been raised in gifts and pledges towards our 50th Anniversary Campaign goal of $3 million. On behalf of the Board of Trustees, faculty, administration and students, please accept our heartfelt gratitude for your extraordinary generosity to the School.



Jennifer Abramson Mark Adams F. Thomas Aden and Donna Bachle Rohit Aggarwala Stephen Altschul and Caroline James Robert Arnold Cynthia Baker Jeremy Balmuth Teodolinda Barolini Marco Bartolomei and Lara Guglielmi Christian Bastian and Erika Nijenhuis John Beeson Jules Bellone Ellen Conway David Benton Philip and Anne Fisk Bergan Lynn Birks Philip and Joan Birnbaum Rocco and Patricia Bitondo Brenda Bodian Marie-Jose Bodoy Willer Bordon and Rosa Ferraiolo Eleanore Boyses Sarah Brodt Lenz Laurie Brown Tranchin Nathaniel Thann Buck Maija Budow Thomas and Pieter Burgess Emilio and Maria Cristina Cabella Gambarota Michael and Judith Canning Rachel Cantor Alberto De Benedictis and Verdella Caracciolo Marco Carlizzi Thomas Carpenter



contents



Each year it is our great honor to recognize the devotion of our donors during the previous year. For the next three years we will list all donors who have made contributions to the Campaign from September 1, 2013 through August 31, 2016. Over 300 donors have supported the 50th Anniversary Campaign to date and it is our great pleasure to list them below.



SPECIAL FEATURES 14 three campuses: 1969-73 Marian Kuhn Browning ‘73 recounts the move from Parioli to the Via Lungro and finally to our home on Via Aventina. One of three alumni to experience all three settings, Marian’s story reminds us of the roots of St. Stephen’s.



Jacob Carroll Todd Carter Louise Carter Marco Catelli and Gabriella Carlucci Stefania Cau Elizabeth Caughlin Larry and Pamela Christy JoAnn Clark John and Susan Colemen Alexander Corven Robert Cottone Katherine Cowles Berkley Sandra and Grenville Craig Ann Cutcher Jaime De Melo Frances D’Emilio Sigieri and Carlotta Calabresi Diaz della Vittoria Pallavicini Paul Dickman Carolyn Dittmeier Family Thomas Dodds Erica Dornburg Kimiko Dornburg Consuelo and Dennis Dutschke Elizabeth Edwards Bishop Natalie Edwards Massimo and Tessa Elser Cynthia Ely Sarah Ely Kelly Silvia Esposito Lisa Fentress Margaret (Meg) Fitzpatrick Leni Fleming Jan Fogelquist
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user by Marian Kuhn Browning ‘73



18 career fair Now in its 8th year, the Alumni Sponsored Career Fair, organized by Tina Rocchio ’85 and Fabiana De Rose ’90, is an invaluable tool for students and a testament to the strong connection alumni/ae feel with St. Stephen’s. user by Fabiana De Rose ‘90



24 the power of words Elizabeth Brown ’88, a semester student from Cambridge, MA, traces her path from English class in Via Aventina, 3 to rural Zimbabwe. Through sharing and collecting stories, Elizabeth attempted to bridge cultural gaps via personal narratives.
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Same as it Ever Was Since I started in January, I’ve been asking parents, students, alumni, trustees, and faculty the same questions: Who are we as a school? What makes us different? What do we do that no one else can do? There has been a fascinating consensus about our identity. We are small by design, and that allows us to be nimble, flexible, and portable – as we see in our trips program. Smallness also promotes close relationships between students and between students and faculty. Our cozy building further encourages relationship and this architectural compression creates unending opportunities for connection. And of course there is the residential community -- an integral part of the school from its inception -- which allows access to our program for students anywhere in the world, and creates astonishing richness for those fortunate enough to live here. We have always been a community of scholars, and that remains our cornerstone. Coming off of the finest IB scores in the history of the school, the faculty and students are united in a quest for learning and the fruits of learning – wisdom, service, discovery, invention and creative expression. Rome is our classroom, used daily by both teachers and students. Our location is unsurpassed, and remains one of the distinguishing features of a St. Stephen’s education. This year we brought back the Treasure Hunt, sending 25 groups of students across the city to find, for instance, which beast crowns the campanile at Santa Maria dell’Anima, or what explains the bullet holes in the buildings on Via Rasella. Traditionalists and quirky eccentrics all find their home here. I stand on the front steps of the building most mornings to greet students, and I find an amazing array of personalities. Some are fairly traditional in terms of dress, ambition, and intellect. Others show more texture, both visually and personally – the road-less-traveled crew who are willing to transcend barriers, stereotypes, and convention. What I love is that they all seem happy at their school. There are enough peers like them and yet they seem to also appreciate the diversity.



Where We Are Going Mostly where we are going is strengthening and deepening the things we already do so well. We have enriched professional development and teacher evaluation at the school, building a professional culture in which faculty are regularly in one another’s classrooms, collaborating, commenting, advising and encouraging. We are revising and expanding our curriculum in light of our students’ needs and global issues. We have added a Learning Center to help address the particular needs of all students. We are exploring nearby athletic facilities to enhance our sports offerings. And we are marketing our school in new and persuasive ways to both prospective families and to college and university offices, all the while providing superior college counseling. As the Trustees complete the Strategic Plan this winter, I look forward to detailing our goals with you. In case you weren’t at the 50th, let me reassure you that the best qualities of the school you attended remain alive here today.



Thanks for being part of the St. Stephen’s family.



Eric Mayer [email protected] 04
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SHOP O NEW ON UR LIN STORE E



Purchase the 50th anniversary book and tons of school Memorabilia!



SUPPORT THE SCHOOL! sssonlineshop.madefreshly.com alumni BULLETIN
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50th Anniversary Weekend
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ALUMNI TREASURE HUNT In honor of St. Stephen’s celebrating its 50th birthday, it was only appropriate to honor one of the grandest traditions of the School: the Treasure Hunt. Reviving Jack Ullman’s infamously difficult clues, four groups were sent out in the city on a blazing Saturday morning armed with maps and smart phones (a new addition to the Treasure Hunt). 1st place went to Group 4 for their creative poem that documented each discovery of the morning. No doubt Kim Millett ‘70, Peter Gregersen ’68 and Jane Elkoff, Mopsy Matthews ‘69, Eddy Nelson ‘66, Bruce Trigg, and Rick Routhier ‘69 all learned such a creative approach from their wonderful high school teachers. Read their submission for a dose of nostalgia.



Clue 1: For once enter the Church on Santa Maria in Via off of Via del Tritone and do the following: 1) Find out all you can about the miraculous occurrence approximately 750 years ago. You should all refresh yourselves, leaving perhaps a small offering at the “bar.” 2) Admire the spectacular “presipio” in the late chapel on your left. A specialty of what city? In an oldish church in an ancient via A miracle occurred della Santa Maria. The virgin’s face floated up on a stone And the image stuck in the altar zone. Walk back for a dose of creativity See a marvel, a neat nativity. Vesuvius fumes on the background board, A babe’s in the manger, praise the Lord. Bread in the oven, jewels in a dish If it weren’t so good, it would be kitsch.



Clue 2: Refresh yourselves at the Canova-Tadolini Caffe—sculpture studio at Via del Babuino, 150—and inspect the plaster 08
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versions. Aviators were all the rage a century ago. Note the 1911 “Genio” and Remingardi model. We enjoyed spremute all around At a bar where Trish had run aground. The “Genio” aviator flew in the nude, but Thanks to his drapes, he wasn’t lewd.



Clue 3: Walk around the corner to the Via Margutta, one of the loveliest streets in Rome. It is parallel to the Via del Babuino. Find the name of the hotel on the street which tells you what type of people originally lived on this street. Find the fountain. What does it represent? A number of St. Stephen’s families live on this street—if possible, find the name of one of them. What kind of food does the restaurant on the corner nearest Piazza del Popolo serve? In Via Margutta the Moncados resided In early days the people decided That everyone must sculpt or paint To live on a street that reeks of quaint. High on an easel a fountain gushes, Spills on stools from a bucket of brushes. Nearby stands the Art Hotel Poor artists aren’t the clientele. A restaurant at the end of the street Serves vegetables but never meat.



Clue 4: Walk to the Via del Cancello (off of Via Monte Brianzo) and find a threatening notice of the 18th century style but quite modern in purpose. What does it say? While in the vicinity, go around the corner and note the medieval apse of Santa Lucia. Via del Cancello has rules about poop If you walk your dog here, bring a scoop. We wanted to see the apse in the church, But Santa Lucia lefts us in the lurch. Our stomachs spoke, we couldn’t wait, We ditched the church; we drank, we ate.
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The 50th Anniversary Treasure Hunt was such a success that with the help of alumni support, St. Stephen’s decided to revive the Treasure Hunt for the student body. On September 16th 280 students were released into the city armed with maps, bus passes and phones and guided by Jack Ullman’s clues. Led by fearless seniors, the students ran all over the city, exploring areas which they had never been to or even heard of and discovering treasures they may have walked past everyday but never noticed. The Treasure Hunt embodies the mission of St. Stephen’s: to encourage adventure and risk taking in a student-centered space and to use the city of Rome as our classroom. Its grand history is one of the many elements which connects all alumni to one another as well as the current student body.



student treasure hunt
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FOUNDER’S MEDAL MAssimo ELSER ‘80



CARTER AWARD KATHERINE YOUNG



The Founder’s Medal is awarded by the Board of Trustees to an individual that has had a significant positive impact on the school.



The Carter Award is awarded each year and recognizes excellence and initiative by a St. Stephen’s faculty member.



This year’s recipient is member of the Board of Trustees Massimo Elser ‘80.



This year’s recipient, Katherine Young, was nominated by her colleagues for her work in the classroom, the boarding program, as Grade Level Coordinator of the 10th grade and her support of many extra-curricular programs.



Max attended St. Stephen’s from 1978 to 1980 and went on to Columbia University where he was a track athlete. In his professional life, Max founded a company in the ink cartridge business which he sold to a panEuropean competitor. He is a partner there today. Max became a trustee in 2003 and immediately had an impact with his participation in the finance and building committees. Along with George Klopfer, Max worked to develop a comprehensive plan for how to improve and maximize the building space as part of the Board’s Strategic Planning work. He soon became Chair of the Building Committee and is largely responsible for the look and feel of the campus, having led all the work on the facilities for many years. Through Max’s efforts, the board recently signed a lease renewal for Via Aventina, 3, which will ensure that St. Stephen’s will remain on the Aventine Hill through 2032.



Katherine came to St. Stephen’s in 2009 to teach English and work in the Boarding Department. In the words of her colleagues, in the past five years she has “transformed the boarding program with her innovative ideas and vision, instituting new student leadership programs, richer programming, and high attention to building community”; actively participated in revising the 10th grade curriculum; was “instrumental in organizing the new academic schedule”; served as “a dynamic Grade Level Coordinator”; and began the Book Club “which had a powerful impact on several students.” Colleagues have noted that Katherine’s work manner manifests “tremendous collegiality” and is an “inspiration to work with”, as one writer noted “she inspires us to work harder and become better“.
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three campuses in four years 1969-73 user by Marian Kuhn Browning ‘73



My brother, Bill Kuhn, and I started as freshman at St. Stephen’s in the fall of 1969 at the Villa San Valentino in Parioli. We were day students as our father, John Kuhn, had just been appointed US Consul General in Rome. We were introduced to St. Stephen’s by our uncle, Fentress Kuhn, who also lived in Rome and was a trustee of the school. Perhaps the most memorable view of St. Stephen’s first location, Villa San Valentino, was its spectacular entrance with a beautiful flower stand to the left of the front gate. The Villa was magnificent: a four-story palazzo with more
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than 70 rooms. As one entered the Villa, there was a large reception hall that served as our chapel, assembly hall and exam room at the end of each semester. An early St. Stephen’s catalogue advertised the campus as a: “large property, surrounded by a stone wall, planted in palms, cypresses, magnolias, and other semi-tropical plants…provides a garden, walks, fountains, and statuary.” The Villa had so much charm and was a magical venue for a school. It was full of unexpected surprises such as an ancient bathtub located in the middle of one of the classrooms. At mid-morning break, most students would walk down a graveled pathway to a carriage house at the end of the property where there was a cafe that offered delicious panini (if breakfast had been missed) and of course the much needed cappuccino or espresso. At mid-day, we would all leave the Villa and walk down a hill to the Hotel Byron for lunch. Lunch was served by waiters in white uniforms -- quite an elegant experience for American teenagers! The boarding boys lived in the Hotel Byron and the girls lived at the Lord Byron, a few blocks away. For those of us who were day students, we thought the boarding students were very lucky to be living in hotels in Rome. St. Stephen’s had outstanding faculty: Donald Stewart, Tom Burgess, Warren and Micheline Myers, Howard Hall, Phil Allen, Edward Steinberg, Franca Camiz, Marie-Jose Bodoy, Irina Alberti, Dick Trythall, Peter Rockwell to name but a few. The academics were rigorous and in addition to English, Math, History and Science, we had to take Latin or Greek, a modern language including Italian, and Theology. I fondly remember young seminary students studying in Rome who taught us theology. In speaking to my friend Tommaso Latini, he reflected on his freshman year at the Villa: “The Parioli campus was just delightful! It certainly fit the idea of school in Rome.
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It was like going to school in a Museum. And of course having a formal sit-down lunch “The most at The Lord Byron was pretty compelling part fancy for a California boy! I of the school was also remember Father Patterson and how formal the school was. its student body The formality was only offset and faculty. I by Zorro (Domenico’s and Githought everyone uliana’s wonderful German was extremely Shepard) and your dear brother (Bill Kuhn)! Also I remember sophisticated, an epic ski trip to Terminillo, cosmopolitan where Giorgio Conti completed and chic. The a full flip on his skis! It was his surroundings first time to ski.” mattered little.” At the end of the 1969-70 school year, the trustees decided the school should move from the Villa to a campus with larger facilities. Very sadly we left this glorious location to move to a temporary campus off the Old Appian Way, known as Via Lungro. Via Lungro consisted of a number of new buildings facing each other with a large, dusty soccer field in between. Unfortunately, it totally lacked charm and was a long distance from the center of Rome. My classmate, Heidi Boghosian, reminisced about the Via Lungro campus: “As the school bus rolled into Via Lungro on my first day at St. Stephen’s, I recall thinking that the campus was somewhat barren -- few trees, very open and sunny but lacking much character. The most compelling part of the school was its student body and faculty. I thought everyone was extremely sophisticated, cosmopolitan and chic. The surroundings mattered little. Personalities and ‘La bella figura’ gave the campus its heart and soul!” Tommaso Latini commented on the Via Lungro years: “Via Lungro: this was really a huge change! Not only was the campus on the other side of Rome (near Ciampino Airport), the only salvation was that Michael Selig’s father would stop by each morning in his chauffeur driven car and give me a ride to Termini. From there, we would board a streetcar for the long ride out to the aqueducts and Via Lungro. The campus was only distinguished by the gravel soccer field surrounded by school rooms and dormitories. A lot of concrete as I remember. The highlight was when the school ran out of money and could no longer serve us lunch! I remember that many of us went to the nearby Trattoria and had a bowl of pasta and a glass of wine every day. Even though it was a low point for the school, we still managed to get a good education and have some fun!” During the two years at Via Lungro, 1970-72, St. Stephen’s experienced serious financial difficulties. However,
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in 1972, the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees, which included my father, John Kuhn, Emily Stabler, Father Bill Woodhams and Vince De Vierno, were able to find the fabulous new location on Via Aventina. In my senior year, everyone was relieved to be back in a beautiful villa in the center of Rome. Only three students from our original class who started at the Villa San Valentino in 1969 graduated from Via Aventina in 1973: myself, Tommaso Latini and Lisa Caracciolo. My total admiration goes to Father John O. Patterson who founded St. Stephen’s and thought up the idea of a “new kind of American school abroad” in 1964. His dream came true and the passion of all who are involved with the school continues. I brought my two teenagers, Anya and Slava, to the 50th Anniversary in June. They were awed by the school and I was awed by two rising seniors Anya and Slava befriended. Alex Viszolay and Kathy Waldmann took all of us on a walking tour of Rome. Their knowledge of the history of the city and the monuments was astounding! Father Patterson would be so proud of them as they exemplify the superb education St. Stephen’s is providing to all of its students.



Stay Connected Like our St. Stephen’s School and Alumni pages on Facebook Follow us on Twitter and Instagram @StStephensRome Connect with us on LinkedIn through the St. Stephen’s Alumni Group
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Supporting Current St. Stephen’s Students user by Fabiana De Rose ‘90



In 2007, when I and fellow St. Stephen’s alumna Dalia Mattioni volunteered to organize an Alumni sponsored Career Fair, we didn’t imagine and hope it could turn into a yearly, alumni sponsored event. Together with the then Director of External Affairs Michael Brouse, we were seeking to organize events which would not only have a socializing and networking purpose for alumni but also be instrumental in some way for the current students and contribute to the growth of the St. Stephen’s community. With these objectives in mind, our idea was to hold a fair where alumni could share with students their professional paths and, where applicable, their personal experiences following their time at St. Stephen’s. Presenters would introduce themselves to the students, briefly describing their education and professional paths following high school. The main exchange would then happen through one-to-one conversations, taking place at various desks set up by professional field and where the students could roam based on their specific interests or queries. Far from wanting to be didactic in any way, the aim of the fair and of this type of informal setting was to share rather than to show. We wanted the students to be at ease and feel free to ask questions and talk to presenters individually, without being rushed or under any observation. Stemming from our belief that there is no necessarily “right or wrong” way for career choices but rather unique paths for every individual, as alumni organisers and presenters, we
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simply wished to put forward our experiences as an added resource for the students to draw from and possibly use in their future journeys and endeavours. The positive turn out of the first edition of the Career Fair and then of the ones following and the good feedback from the students attending each year has since been the driving force behind every renewed edition. The support and help from the school has been instrumental, from the first editions organized together with Michael Brouse and the then College Counselor Alison Lewis, to the more recent and forthcoming one, which finds us working together with the Alumni Relations Coordinator Rachel Nicholson and the new College Counselor Emily Allen. The fair is always a joint effort and for this, as alumni organisers, we are very grateful. For many years now my co-organizer has been friend and fellow alumna Tina Rocchio. Her precious help and support prep work has been focused on tailoring the fair as much as possible to student needs and interests, based on the experience acquired in the previous editions. With every edition the main challenge is to put together a panel of presenters (composed of both alumni and guest speakers) covering as many professional fields as possible and we are very grateful to all those who have volunteered time and experience to the fair, many for more than one edition. With everyone’s help and participation, the fair has grown into what we hope is an increasingly useful, interactive moment and exchange with the students. This year will be the eighth edition of this very special event. As alumni organizers, Tina and I always welcome any alumni who should wish to volunteer some time to take part, as presenters, in forthcoming editions of the career fair.
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The Carter Library through the Years The Edward C. Carter Library has always been a vital center of academic life at St Stephen’s School. Since the School moved to Via Aventina 3 in 1974, the library space has undergone three major renovations. Dedicated to former faculty member, parent and trustee Edward C. Carter II in 1995, the library changed again in 2000 and most recently went under a significant renovation this summer, thanks in part to the October 2013 Gala Benefit Dinner which served as a catalyst for the project.
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In 1995, the library became a brilliant red color, shelves were added and the space was opened up to accommodate more students. Again in 2000, shelves were added to accommodate the ever growing selection of titles in our collection. With the media center, installed in 2013, providing instruction space with a large screen TV and a cabinet of small laptops, we now have the ability to work in small groups while online. Our stronger and faster wifi connection puts everyone online researching and exploring electronic and internet resources. The changes to the library this summer have given students and teachers more room to work, study and collaborate within the same space. Larger furniture was replaced with smaller, more flexible pieces which can be shifted and grouped according to need. Bookcases which cut off the back corners were removed and a four meter screen, projector and sound system were installed providing opportunities for webinars, Skyping with authors abroad and global projects with other schools. The walls are now a lovely creamy yellow which reflects the sunlight shining through the windows.
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the power of words:



From Via Aventina to Zimbabwe and back user by Elizabeth Brown ‘88



As a boarding student on exchange during my junior year spring at St. Stephen’s, I fell in love with words, both in Italian and in English, and with short stories. That semester offered many moments of recognition for me, both in our school classrooms as well as throughout Rome. Looking back, one of these moments significantly shaped my life’s path. In Ms. Peeble’s English class we were discussing James Joyce’s “The Dead.” In this last story from his collection Dubliners, rich with alluring literary devices and deeply textured with cultural symbolism and meaning, I remember thinking, This is it. This is what I want to do. I desired to engage in literature discussions with students from across the globe to find potent connections and discuss ideas, to understand deeper truths, and in the process, find our own voices. Being an exchange student was an invitation to develop my voice and my interests outside of my high school identity at BB&N in Cambridge, MA. The exchange and the friends I met and stayed connected to (before email and Facebook!) taught me how to feel supported and nourished by an international community, even once I’d returned home for senior year in the US. That next spring, Viviana Comito ‘90 from St. Stephen’s came to live with us, to complete the exchange program. And now, 27 years later, I am still in touch with many of my St. Stephen’s classmates and teachers. In college, I majored in English to further my discovery of the power of the written and spoken word: I wrote a thesis on Eudora Welty’s short stories and photography. Welty had been a Works Progress Administration photographer in the 1930s, and her photos and short fiction shared the mostly unrecorded stories of the communities in rural Mississippi. Many times, even as the specific voices of different authors were being discussed, I was brought back to English class at Via Aventina 3, where I had first discovered the lore and traditions of new cultures and the wider context of words, and the stories they hold. As college graduation approached, I looked for international work experiences abroad, specifically in Africa. A Zimbabwean family had lived with us for a summer when I was fourteen, and their niece Tendai Nehumba (also age fourteen) and I became penpals. So I wanted to see the Nerwandes, and finally meet Tendai in person. She and I had been writing letters back and forth consistently for nine years by then, sharing stories and teaching each other English and Shona words to bridge our lives and cultures, so it felt as if I was going to meet an old friend. I arrived for the year in 1994 with a whole pocket of my luggage stuffed with nine years of airmail letters from Tendai. I spent three months living with her family in a rural area, with no running water or electricity. Her family indulged my learning of Shona and I walked to school each day with the younger children and their neighbors to attend Shona classes.
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Just as Rome was our wider classroom at St. Stephen’s, so too did those months spent on family farmland teach me the history and stories about every cow, family, and school teacher. There were superstitions and a legacy about each chief, and every greeting, phrase, and name held a story that had been passed down for generations in this oral culture. As a language, Shona is full of metaphors and expressions steeped in history and meaning. Remembering the semester of dynamic literature discussions at St. Stephen’s, I began to imagine how to combine the oral tradition of storytelling with the movement toward writing and publishing. How could we connect school-age students to published Zimbabwean writers, without losing the power of oral tradition and the texture of voice in generational storytelling? St. Stephen’s taught me to engage fully with those around me. While my roommate talked endlessly on the hall phone with her boyfriend who lived in Spain, I stood watch. When I stayed up past study hall hours to do my work—I’ve always worked best while everyone else is asleep—she covered for me. While I wasn’t yet fluent in Italian, my peers were. When my Italian and Tunisian classmates needed a place to



stay for their college visits in the US, they stayed with me. When my best Italian friend invited me with her to Palermo for Easter Sunday to be with her grandparents and family, the only language we had in common was French, and I learned endless Italian card games, family stories, even how to properly eat spaghetti—all in French. When I met Miriam Chirimuuta, who grew up in Zimbabwe’s rural farmland where I’d stayed for three months to learn Shona, she wanted to broaden the rural schools’ teaching curriculum. I was up for the challenge. Together we navigated ways to access published writers and more ageappropriate books written by Zimbabweans. We pulled from the tradition of “beat” poetry readings once popular in the US. We contacted published Zimbabwean writers and set up monthly Public Readings on the steps of the public libraries in the townships. Because they were on Saturday mornings, the men would come out of the bars, all the school age students could attend. Some of the high school students, whom we called “budding writers,” would read some of their poetry, too. We made flyers by hand and sent hand- written invitations by mail. In our very first Public Reading, Chenjerai Hove read



Viviana Comito ‘90 and Elizabeth Brown ‘88
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from his novel Shadows, which some of the high school students were reading in school. They excitedly ask him questions about his motivation behind a character or a plot twist. None of the students had ever met a writer before, especially not one who had written the very book they were reading at that exact time. This was, for me, another moment of recognition: to make personal connections with storytellers is to heavily imprint an experience with meaning, with memory, and with sound. Hearing a writer read his or her own words aloud forever changes our experience of those words. We carry his or her voice with us. I witnessed students scribbling notes and watched their hands shooting up to introduce themselves, to ask and answer questions, discussion style. After a few months of crowded Public Readings in the neighborhoods of Harare, we started bringing the readings to rural Cleophas Gwakwara at our Public Reading, Zimbabwe 1994. schools, once the rainy season started. We’d stuff into the one-room schools, or if we missed the rain we’d use any outdoor space or cement plathosted many public readings to share the voices of poets, form. When my friend and colleague Cleophas Gwakwara writers, and storytellers. read from his novel, some 100 miles from Mutare, one of Now, after a year teaching in Southeast Asia where I the students raised her hand and asked, “How much does it collected women’s stories in India and Myanmar, I’m atcost to become a writer?” to which he replied, “Actually it tempting to transcribe their oral histories into a book. I doesn’t cost anything to be a writer. Instead, I get paid to do also study Sanskrit, which keeps me in classrooms of oral it. It is now a profession.” The students cheered. tradition and endless lore. Cleophas remarked to me later that while we were This past June, my mother and I attended the School’s bringing generations together to discuss literature and ide50th Celebration in Rome. Walking through the classas, we were also encouraging the next generation to become rooms, the boarding department, my old room, the corwriters, to become recorders of their history, so as to share tile—I was flooded with visceral memories, beloved voicand expand the power of words and storytelling across cules, conversations, even the music we’d listened to on our tures. I remember thinking, this is what I learned to do spring trip to Greece with Mrs. Raymond and Dr. Pope. in the classrooms at St. Stephen’s. From the seeds planted My mother and I caught up with Viviana Comito as we in Ms. Peebles’ English class to the purple Jacaranda trees were the second, and the last, full reciprocal exchange to in the hills of landlocked Zimbabwe, here I was, sitting happen between St. Stephen’s and BB&N. with published writers and students and budding writers The echoes of the cross cultural power of language and and teachers and librarians, all of whom were excited about words all began for me as an exchange student at St. Stewords and writing and the promise of storytelling, both phen’s. As I look back, I can singularly point to those five orally and on paper. The possibilities seemed endless, and months on exchange in Rome to have impacted my life I went on to graduate school to become a professional edumost heavily, and to have guided the course of my work cator. and my passion for words, language, and storytelling. As For ten years I taught English, literature, and writing I wrote this article, I unearthed my yearbook and photos, in Berkeley and engaged in literature discussions with my journals and letters, books and diario from my one semesstudents ages 10 - 17 using many primary source materiter at St. Stephen’s; while I wished I’d had a full year or als I’d brought from Zimbabwe and South Africa. All the more in the company of such incredible friends, I know students had pen pals with students in the rural schools that in those five short months, I discovered what I loved, I’d visited with the public readings program, and all were and this discovery has carried me for twenty-seven years. required to actually write letters, rather than use email! We
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After the 50th Anniversary celebration, Dr. Helen Pope led a group of thirteen alumni and friends of the School to the decadent, multi-layered, ravaged and opulent Palermo, Sicily. Through tours of Byzantine mosaics, Arab “pleasure domes”, Norman cathedrals and Renaissance palaces, they discovered the rich history of the city. Over long dinners, sunset drinks at the harbor and relaxing wine tastings, they dissected their discoveries and basked in the delicious food and drink that Sicily has to offer. If you are interested in learning about the Alumni and Friends Trip Program, please contact Rachel Nicholson at [email protected]



Alumni and Friends Trips: Palermo
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Securing 50 Years of Academic Excellence St. Stephen’s School’s 50th Anniversary Campaign: An update from our Chairs It was so wonderful to see over 450 alumni and friends return to Rome for the School’s 50th Anniversary weekend in June to celebrate such an important milestone in the School’s history. Many thanks to every one of you who were able to join us; you made the occasion truly special. Like us, we hope you enjoyed reconnecting with old friends and reliving many fond moments that collectively have made St. Stephen’s such a unique place for over a half-century. It was our great pleasure to announce publicly during the Saturday evening Gala the launch of the St. Stephen’s School 50th Anniversary Campaign: Securing 50 years of Academic Excellence. The School’s most ambitious fundraising effort in its history, the goal for this Campaign is to raise $3 million for student and faculty support. Many of you generously supported the School and the Campaign this past year, and we are deeply grateful and honored to list



30



alumni



BULLETIN



your names in this edition of the Bulletin in recognition of your generosity. To date, we have raised in gifts and pledges just over $1.2 million. Over the next two years, we will provide regular updates on the progress towards reaching the Campaign goal. There are many ways to support the School and this Campaign. We hope when given the opportunity that you will consider a gift commitment to St. Stephen’s that is meaningful to you and your family. Please know that we stand ready to answer any questions you may have and look forward to talking with you about how you can help secure the School’s tradition of academic excellence.



Jeffrey Schon Class of 1969 Chair, Board of Trustees  



Sandra Craig  Parent ’98, ’00, ’03, ’11 Campaign Co-Chair At Large 



Rick Routhier Class of 1969, Parent ’08 Campaign Co-Chair U.S.



Massimo Elser      Class of 1980    Campaign Co-Chair, Italy
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Below: Eugenie, Sarah ’95 and Valerie ‘98 Maine



LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION Did St. Stephen’s School leave a lasting impression on your life or that of your children? Is it important to you that the School continue its mission far into the future? Take steps to today to ensure you leave a lasting impression on the lives of future St. Stephen’s students.



Pope-Ullman Challenge DonorS Revealed The Pope-Ullman Scholarship Fund for trips was created to honor Helen Pope and Jack Ullman for their enormous contributions to the trip program over the years. The gift was donated by a generous St. Stephen’s family in honor of the School’s 50th Anniversary. It is our great pleasure to reveal that the donors of the Pope-Ullman Challenge are Eugenie, Sarah ’95 and Valerie ‘98 Maine, who established this fund through a gift from the Ruth and Hal Launders Charitable Trust. In addition to Sarah and Valerie being alumnae of St. Stephen’s, their mother, Eugenie, served on the Board of Trustees during their time at the School. In addition, Valerie has recently given birth to Josiah Henry Rosenblum, St. Stephen’s Class of 2032! Designed to give every student the opportunity to participate in the spring and summer trip programs, Sarah explains “while Valerie and I were students at St. Stephen’s we both witnessed fellow students who were unable to go on trips due to financial constraints. The school trips were very valuable to us and are something we would like to encourage and support at the school. We think that this fund would open up great opportunities to students.”
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Consider including St. Stephen’s School in your will or trust, or naming us as the beneficiary of your IRA, 401(k) or 403(b).



Many of you have responded to the call to action to match their generous contribution and help us achieve our goal to raise $100,000. To date just under $70,000 has been raised, leaving us $30,000 shy of the target. If you have already supported the fund, we thank you for your generous participation. If you have not yet participated and would like to help us reach the goal, please email our Director of Development, Robert Holcomb at robert. [email protected] for more information.



Please join us in thanking the Maine family for their thoughtfulness in creating such an extraordinary fund.



If you’ve already taken action to include a gift to St. Stephen’s School in your estate, we’d like to hear about it! By letting the School know of your plans, you allow us to acknowledge your gift during your lifetime and make certain your intentions are understood. An estate gift is also a great way to participate in St. Stephen’s School’s 50th Anniversary Campaign and will help us reach our Campaign goal of $3 million by August 31, 2016! For information please contact Robert Holcomb, Director of Development at St. Stephen’s School at (212) 505-7409 or by email at [email protected].
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Class Notes 2014 Dear Alumni/ae, Thanks to all who sent in Class Notes! I hope you will enjoy reading the news from your classmates as much as I have. St. Stephen’s alumni/ae are truly all over the world engaging in all kinds of exciting ventures. On the heels of the 50th Anniversary, it was wonderful to read reports from those who attended and those who regretted being absent. It was truly a historic moment in the life of the School. As always, it is a roller coaster ride reading Class Notes. The award for the most creative submission goes to the Class of 1996. Thank you, Pieter Paul Laenen, for the entertaining Game of Thrones theme. In almost every class report, there is wonderful news of life events: marriages and births (whether they be children or grandchildren) that mark important moments in our lives. The Class of 2010 is celebrating University graduation and stepping into the next sphere of the professional world. The Class of 2005 will be celebrating its 10 year reunion this coming spring; can you believe it has been 10 years? Amidst these celebrations, our thoughts are also with the families of Philip Fowler ’68 and Pattie Neher ’71, who passed away this year. We mourn the loss of these members of our community; their faces in the halls of our School will forever be preserved in our memories. Thank you for sharing your stories with us. If you did not submit, I hope these notes will inspire you to do so in the spring. Rachel Nicholson, Alumni Relations Coordinator



1966 Cynthia Mckee [email protected]



Greetings, All! It was wonderful to see folks at the celebration of the school’s 50th anniversary! Here’s the latest from our class: Bill Barnsdale and his wife, Joy, moved to the north Seattle, Washington area a year and a half ago.  The views out over Puget Sound of the Olympic Mountains and Admiralty Straights are truly stunning!  Joy was born and raised in the house they currently live in.  They have many friends and relatives there, including five of their thirteen grandchildren. They are now both fully retired, but are actually busier than when they were both working!  Does that make sense? Jaime de Melo is scientific Advisor at FERDI (Fondation pour les études de recherches sur le développe34
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ment International). This fall he will also be adjunct Professor at the Johns Hopkins University Center in Bologna where he was a student in 19689. He will teach two classes, one on International Trade Theory and one on Environmental Economics.   Pamela (Bowman) Lockwood had an amazing trip down memory lane, reminiscing with classmates whom she hadn’t seen in 48 years, during the wonderful 50th weekend. Karen Patch Albaugh, her son and daughter and their spouses, and Pamela and her husband stayed in a spectacular apartment (which Karen found) overlooking the city. They went back to see the old school, The Lord Byron and the Byron but couldn’t get to the Park Hotel Residence. She loved seeing Richard Routhier, the Galdys, the McKees, Eddie Nelson, the Schutes, Bob Wallace and so many others. Pamela and her husband split their time between Sarasota Fl, Aix en Provence and LA. They have four kids and five



grandchildren. Karen and Pamela are looking forward to the 60th. Cindy (Wallace) McKee so enjoyed her trip to Italy this summer and reconnecting with high school friends at St. Stephen’s. Her sons (ages 27 and 29) and their girlfriends joined she and her husband for part of their trip. This fall, she is volunteering at an organization that helps those in need, serving on the Sandy Spring Friends School Board of Trustees’ Advancement Committee and working a few hours a week at a gym (front desk staff). She also enjoys reading, working in the yard, and walking the dog. Amanda (Mathews) Rankin wishes everyone well. She is still a missionary in Panama, welcoming mission teams from the United States and Europe.  She works with Operation Mobilization as well as her local church whose pastor is director of OM Panama.  This summer, they had four teams at the same time putting cement floors in houses with dirt, feeding children in their Pan de Vida food kitchen and visiting or-



phanages and prisons and the dump, where the children live and eat. After receiving the mandate of building a prayer room seven years ago, it has finally begun. They will have seven churches praying for 24 hours each and then will officially open the prayer room for people from all over this area, and around the world. She would love to see some of the class get a group and come down to help! In her words: “It’s a wonderful work and a wonderful life.” David Redden’s business life has happily devolved into selling treasures.  Last November he sold the most expensive printed book in the world, something he had been chasing for 20 years.   In June, he sold the most expensive postage stamp in the world, a stamp he had known about since he was eight.  He unresistingly belongs to a lot of not-for-profit boards to which he devotes a lot of time.  His wife, Jeannette, gardens seriously and has just been appointed by the Governor of New York State to be a Commissioner of the Palisades Interstate Park system. His daughter Clare graduated Vassar a year early in May and must decide what to do next.   His son Stephen’08, lives contentedly in Brooklyn Marshall Thompson is busy as usual shooting stills and video for a myriad of clients. He covered the 43rd annual Malibu Art Festival this summer and is and  looking into the life of a 90-yearold Italian immigrant and his on-going career providing secure parking and storage in Burbank for a host of major movie companies including Warner Brothers:  Mr. Don Desmond.  He is also currently producing videos for Marina Plastic Surgery, Tenex, Medtronic, Orthopedic Pain Specialists and pioneering biotech company Celprogen. 



Marshall Thompson ‘66 and



His fantasticwifewife SusanSusan Tellem.Tellem’s PR



company is enjoying continued success in crisis management. TGPR client The Illusionists just announced a six-week run on Broadway kicking off December 4, followed by a 30-city U.S. tour. They are also managing PR for the tour of Innovation Arts & Entertainment’s Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson, the host of Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey, best-selling author, and the Director of the Hayden Planetarium as well as the return of “Alton Brown Live! The Edible Inevitable Tour,” on the heels of the successful inaugural run to 46 US cities. Susan is a lucky mom, being able to work with both sons Dan Grody and John Tellem as partners in TGPR.  They live by the motto “retire = expire” so they plan to continue doing the work they love well into the future.  One unfulfilled wish for Marshall is to someday revisit Rome, the source of four years of happy memories. Ashley Wilson reports that the farm now has a 12” oil pipeline buried on it, which he didn’t want. A couple of years ago, he thought he’d completed a lot of paintings, but they’ve all been revised since. On another note, he would like to thank everyone who had a part in St. Stephen’s as it was a “stroke of luck” to attend high school in Rome.



1968



she has worked in the emergency room and clinic, in December. She plans to continue her private practice. Her first grandchild was born this summer. In her words: “Life is good!” Maryellen Mackenzie’s family had a mini-reunion with son Marc, his wife Emily, Scott who flew in from Moscow, Idaho, and Michael who just got back from China. Marc and Emily actually fell in love in Rome!  They just moved to Simi Valley and Scott and Niko are up in Idaho.  Michael will be returning to China for another year.  Maryellen just bought a new house and has another book in the works.  She is just waiting for the illustrator to finish and then it will be published, hopefully before the Christmas season! Lock Whitney is happy to announce his marriage last September to Sandro Cagnin, a Brazilian citizen, with whom he has have shared his life for the past 15 years. Sandro owns and runs a gym in Catskill, New York, half an hour from their house in Rhinebeck. It is in a converted Baptist church on Main Street built in 1871. This summer, while they were traveling in Ireland, one of the steeples was destroyed by lightning. They choose to believe that this had nothing to do with our repurposing of the building (or, for that matter, their marriage).



Mary Lynn Gage [email protected]



The following people were able to attend the 50th anniversary celebration in Rome, many with spouses and families in tow. The class was very well represented, and it was great fun to see everyone again and catch up with each other! Rusty Gage, Tom Aden, Michael Crosby, Peter Gregersen, Joan Jernegan, Jeremy Balmuth, Jan Fogelquist, Sarah Brodt Lenz, Alfred Dennis, Bob Wallace, Patricia Corbett, Anne Fisk Bergan, Lise TempleGreenberg, and Mary Lynn Gage. Anne Patterson Harmon continues to enjoy her psychotherapy practice and is retiring from Kaiser, where



Lock Whitney (right) and Sandro Cagnin with their schnauzers, Louis and Sofia.



These notes end with the sand news that Philip Fowler died of cancer in early June. The news came from Pat Lucas, who heard it from Philip’s sister, Diana. We will always remember him as Hamlet, striding across the Goldoni stage.
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1969 Joëlle Desloovere Schon [email protected]



I am writing this still basking in the warm glow of the memories of the fabulous 50th Anniversary reunion. Our class had a strong showing with 10 classmates plus various family, friends and significant others in tow. It was a whirlwind and well-organized three days full of activities and above all, wonderful food! Attending were myself and husband Jeff Schon, Ed Boggs, Jane Crosby Giles, Charles Griswold, Stephanie Hall Work, Mopsy Matthews, Richard Routhier, Nini Stoddard and Mark Woodhams. It was extremely moving to see everyone after so many years, some of us grandparents now, but involved in compelling work, traveling to interesting places and as curious as ever about everything; a testimony, no doubt, to the education we received at St. Stephen’s. On Friday night, we had our “Decade Dinner” including the classes of ’66, ’67, ’68 and ’69 and I sat across Nini Stoddard, who is living in Providence, Rhode Island and working at the advancement office of Brown University as a researcher. Richard Routhier was briefly at our table but did a lot of tablehopping. He and Sarah have been doing a lot of traveling. In the last year they celebrated their 35th wedding anniversary with three of their four kids on an Alaska National Geographic trip, visited Italy twice and went to different points in the US and the Caribbean. Professionally, they’re both still enjoying their work. He reiterated that the 50th celebration was amazing, and it was very special to see so many fellow ‘69s together on such a fabulous weekend. Jane Crosby Giles was at a nearby table with a large entourage of family. She reported not much news apart from an amazing trip to Rome.  After the three busy days of the reunion they stayed on for another week and wore all their relatives out showing them around and making a study of the best places to buy gelati. When they got 36
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back home they immediately began to make a list of things to see next time. Saturday night was the gala, which was spectacular and so much fun; Jeff and I danced to a multi-decades playlist until 1:30 AM. It had been a while since we’ve done that! The last night, we had dinner with Mopsy, her husband, Bruce and many other SSSers at a wonderful vegetarian restaurant on Via Margutta that she had discovered during the treasure hunt. She is retired now in Albuquerque but you would never know it as she has been so busy; she traveled to South India on a Fulbright Scholarship in 2012 and had just visited her sister, Sarah Matthews Grieco ’67 in her villa in Tuscany. After the reunion, Jeff and I had the pleasure and privilege of traveling to Palermo with Helen Pope and a small group of fellow travelers (aged from 3 to over 60!), most of whom had either never met before or were only somewhat acquainted. But that quickly changed and on the last night, even thought it was to be a “free” evening, everyone opted to have dinner all together. Our biggest (or littlest!) news is that our granddaughter, Athena Juliet Geary, was born on November 4, 2014. She is such a joy and every bit as sweet and smart as her mother, Chloé.



1972 Karen Schur [email protected]



Laurie Laroza Cox left her job so that she can help care for her husband who is suffering from amyloidosis. He is being treated at UCSF and Stanford, and may qualify to take part in clinical trials for two promising drugs. Their children are huge supports, as are family and friends. Let us all join in sending them our heartfelt wishes for a true recovery. Betsy Griswold Hansen is still working as a Lactation Consultant at the Contra Costa Regional Medical Center. She and her husband enjoy traveling, with a recent family trip to Argentina being a highlight.



Their daughter’s September wedding in the California wine country is surely another.



1973 David Benton and Marian Kuhn Browning [email protected] [email protected]



Philips Jacks is getting ready to sail back west from Gibraltar after six years sailing around the Mediterranean. Bill Morris moved to Bellevue, WA last fall. He has 35 years with AT&T this year and his wife Katie has 15 with Microsoft. His son climbed of Mt Ranier and Mt Baker with two fellow climbers this summer.



1981 Anna Kuchel Rabinowitz [email protected]



I had a fantastic time at the 50th Anniversary Celebration in Rome. The reunion was beautifully organized, the school has physically changed a bit, although feels very much the same, and the weather was great. It was wonderful to reunite with so many St. Stephen’s friends from across the years. The class of ‘81 was well represented. I loved spending time with Belinda Bettini, Teresa Belli, Daniela Carta, Nick Birnbaum, Roshan Lyman, Jeb Guardano, Olle Nordlund and their families. Even after all these years, the bonds made in the ping-pong room, hanging out at the lockers, and during school trips are still strong. We spent a relaxing afternoon with Belinda, her husband Ulisse and two of her teenage daughters, Arielle and Luce. Belinda runs a progressive pre-school “Tartallegra” in Rome. Another lovely afternoon was spent with Teresa and Daniela, who work together running a foreign language school. I enjoyed meeting Teresa’s husband and son, Gabriel, now 10. Nick continues to live in Alexandria,



VA. and work in the policy department of the Census Bureau. Roshan seems to find adventures and enjoyment in many endeavors working in the EU and creating a beautiful resort with his wife Jackie in Sri Lanka. His son, Dilan, will be a senior in St John’s University in Minnesota. Jeb, who gave my son, Henry, some dating advice, lives near Detroit, and works in the IT department for a financial firm. He continues to enjoy traveling. Olle came with his wife and daughter from Gothenburg. He is keen on the possibility that we can all get together for a Class of ’81 40th reunion in 2021. Rhonda Dum Dossett recently moved into a house on a golf course in her small southern town. She just began her own party planning business and it is going well. Her two oldest children have moved to Boulder Colorado. Son, Julian, just released an album of southern roots music. The next one down, Olivia, just graduated Phi Beta Kappa from SMU and has taken a job in Denver before going to graduate school. The next is off for a semester in France in the fall and her baby, Bess, is going to boarding school in the fall. Gina Rupp Goshen’s oldest son, Brad, got married last December in Ohio and lives in Columbus, IN. Her 2nd oldest son, Aaron, got married in June in Indiana and lives in Indy. She can’t believe she’s old enough to have married children! 3rd son just started his junior year of High School in Indy. Edmund Grut moved with his four smaller children and a dog to Dubai, after seven years in Holland and two in Denmark, to explore job opportunities and test the waters. The two older children are doing their masters degrees at Copenhagen University. All are well and the youngest is now four years old. Sandra Steinvoort is now an Assistant United States Attorney in Salt Lake City working on civil fraud prosecutions. She has been practicing law now 26 years. She has been travelling mostly to the United Kingdom in the last several years to visit her mother’s family in Wales, but has not visited Italy since 2006 when she stayed outside of Parma for two weeks with a short road trip to Venice. She looks forward to visiting



Italy again soon and will hopefully visit Rome for a couple of days.



1984 Becky (Raedeke) Sprecher [email protected]



Becky (Raedeke) Sprecher joined Concordia University in Portland, Oregon  this January as  Alumni Director after spending  nine years as Executive Director of the Oregon Club of Portland fundraising for University of Oregon Athletics. She was really hoping to make the 50th SSS reunion but may have to wait a few years as she and her husband Dave get three kids through college! She sends a big thanks to fellow classmates who attended the reunion for the almost live coverage via the magic of Facebook.



Becky (Raedeke) Sprecher ‘84 and family.



1987 Phil Andrus [email protected]



Phil Andrus reminds anyone passing through NYC to stop by Hastingson-Hudson! Jem Macy is moving out to the country, Castelnuovo Berardenga to be precise, to a rambling, old farmhouse with great views of Siena and the surrounding countryside. She reports her daughters are in seconda elementare and seconda liceo (scentifico), and she is running her winery and working as a buyer for North Berkeley Wines’ Italian portfolio. Noren Carceres opened a restaurant almost 3 years ago in San



Miguel de Allende, Mexico, where she has lived for about 20 years. Business has been steadily growing. Her children have also been steadily growing & she has almost survived the terrible teens as a single mom. Brava!



1990 Fabiana DeRose and Devin Holmes [email protected] [email protected]



Katya Aronni is in charge of a firm which deals mainly with International shipments. She has extensive experience having worked for many years now with businesses and customers worldwide. Definitely look her up if you need reliable, professional and secure shipments. Jennifer Chacho’s field of expertise for over 11 years has been in hotel management, working for, among others, The Shelbourn. After many years spent living and working in the USA, she moved back to Europe with her husband Sam and son Samuel Junior and is living in the UK. Anna Perlini Diaz and husband David live in Florida and have four beautiful children. She enjoys teaching them school at home (especially all that she learned from Mr. Ullman) and seeing them excel in their various talents. Whenever she can she still loves to dance and share her joy of dance with other children through teaching and choreography. Amanda Di Lorenzo is in her sixth year working for the UN in Geneva on humanitarian assistance, after several missions and years spent in Africa, Eastern Europe, Asia, Europe and USA. She lives in Geneva with her husband Daniel and their little ones Manuela and Nicola. Fabiana De Rose lives in Rome with her husband Fabio and has been working mainly for IT and business consultancy for over eleven years. In her free time, in the past ten years, she, as well as Rishad Noorani, have been grateful for the opportunity of working with Sandra Provost and The Rome Savoyards, an English-speaking theatre company, in the production of straight theatre perfor-
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mances. Rishad Noorani has been living in Rome for some time, after several years spent in the US and UK. He worked for the UN (WFP) for many years and is the father of two beautiful young girls. Rishad occasionally does some dubbing and filming work as well. Fabiana truly welcomes any help and support from fellow classmates in gathering updated news and keeping in touch. Time and effort put in networking are never enough so any input is always, truly appreciated. Devin Holmes currently lives and works in the US (San Francisco) after several years studying and working between USA and the UK. Dalia Mattioni currently lives in Rome, following several missions abroad for the UN (in Europe, Asia and South America). In Rome she has been working for FAO, WFP and Ifad. In her free time, she performs regularly with various bands, singing mainly bossanova and jazz but also ballads and songs of medieval/ renaissance origin.  Ximena Novoa has moved back to Rome after several years spent working and living in Milan, as interpreter, translator and teacher of Spanish, English and Italian. Her background professional expertise also includes experience in the fields of graphics and industrial design. She is currently working for the UN in Rome. Olivia Oddi lives in London and has been working for the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development for over twelve years now. She travels extensively for work in Europe, Asia and the USA. On weekends she is a tireless and active part of the local community in Surrey, where her mother Mary currently lives. She is a frequent visitor to Rome where her family and SSS friends are always happy to see her.



Toyota. Seems boring but she gets to travel a lot for work and working for the Japanese really gives a different perspective on work attitude. When she doesn’t work, she cycles with her dad. This season, they already participated in three major race events and they are not finished. Also in Belgium is Julieta Novoa now having lived there 11 years. She reports some exciting news: she moved in with her boyfriend in March this year (in a small town not far from Brussels) and since the end of May, they are the happy and proud parents of a beautiful baby boy named Samuel. He has totally turned their world upside down! He soaks up all her energies; it’s a tough job, 24/7, and apart from the fact that it is tough at times when the baby cries at night because his tummy hurts (colic), she is actually enjoying being a mother and spending time with her little one. Makeda Gerressu is settled in London now that it’s been 15 years. It’s a great city and he still also sees many classmates on a regular basis. He is still at UCL trying to finish a never ending thesis and also recently started working on health service evaluations. Astrid Loon is settled in Australia. She has been happily living in Brisbane since leaving Rome. She studied Economics at University and worked in that field in the public & private sectors after graduating. She is now a stay-at-home-mom for her two girls, Annika (4) and Annalena (2) which is a lot of work but she loves it. Laura Rosso sends her news through a lovely photo from Sao Paulo of her husband and two sons.



1993 Makeda Gerressu [email protected]



Emanuela Felici is in Belgium, happily married and living in Brussels already for 6 years where she works for 38
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Laura Rosso ‘93 with Ale, Sean, and Niccolo.



1996 Pieter Paul Laenen [email protected]



As the debates on the World Cup fade out the year 2014 brings us to the inevitable fact that “I cattivi dell`Aventino” of 1996 are beyond the milestone of 35 years of age . This means we come to realize that we are going through the same cycles that our parents, and other generations before us, have gone through. This manifests itself at different levels. For example, Hollywood`s barbarous attempt at recycling great movies we used to love into significantly bad remakes. You cannot remake an epic Schwarzenegger “Aarrrgh” utterance as graciously performed in Conan the Barbarian or Total Recall. From a geopolitical perspective, the world of 2014 in some way resembles the one of 1914, in terms of a multipolar world, with many ambitious powers, some flexing their muscle more arrogantly than others, trying to redraw the world map. Enough reflective ramble, let us have a look where our brothers and sisters arms reside and what the latest news as ‘Winter is coming’. All hail Maciek Biernaki, King of Poland, Warden of the North. He keeps on exceeding corporate event expectations in Warsaw and his marital union with Marta in Rome last year is baring its fruits.    A little princess will set her eyes on their Kingdom any day now. He lets us know that our ‘muretto’ outside school still stands strong. Do widzenia! Lady Anna Serwinska, Duchhes of Warsaw, also finds herself in the Kingdom of Poland where she has been Dancing with the Stars. Baron Alexander Smith’s, Son of Fire, most recent adventures and bravery have resulted in a little miracle. He left the low countries for an entire solar cycle to head into the Northern Mountains of Norway to study satanical Japanese forestry, known as the `Way of the Bonzai` and sing Burzum songs in acapella with Bergen`s gentleman choir. During his stay in the mighty Forest,



Class of ‘96: Bearded and Unbearded.



he ran into an ex-marine who taught him the ‘Way of the Rabbit’, allowing him to develop rabbit shelter building skills (please endorse on linkedin) for orphan bunnies and teach them how to grow their own carrots. As the rabbit shelter building enthusiasm was going `viral`(as seen on youtube), he built many shelters around the world, until he landed in Mumbai, where he learned the mystical language called ‘Spanish’. He learned the magic spell: “Hasta la vista, baby” and now a baby is underway to expand the family and give Gaia, princess of Houten, a sister. The tale of this unsung hero will come to theaters near you soon. Sith Lord Hannie Sidahmed has departed from the Isle of Taiwan to venture into the new Empire of China where he is experimenting with different forms of spirituality as provided for by UNICEF. Hannie has no fear of change and he has jumped on the bearded-hipster bandwagon, whereas before he was fashioning a Poirot-moustache. This must be to please his muses, Hiliunaa, the princess warrior, descendant of the Geshu Han dynasty of the Imperial Army Guards, and Jade, descendent of the Kingdom of Kerma, illegitimate daughter of the 12th US Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff. Hannie is the superior man, as Confucius said, modest in his words yet excelling in his ac-



tions. Which one will it be Hannie? Sir Benedict McLaughlin, Warrior of Light, put on his shining armor, rode out from his NYC castle, passing through the treacherous forests of North-Carolina, climbed the Rocky mountains, killing dragons on the 95 Freeway, until he conquered the Kingdom of Sarasota, and married their queen, Gabriella. Congratulations Ben! After his conquest, he flew his Ryainair steel dragon to Italy and Greece and took some nice pictures and put them on Facebook. Sir Ivo Van Der Graaff, Regent of Trastevere, is still in the land far far away where he resides in the Airco Lone Star State. Yet it seems he will be moving his estate and family to the Capital of the American Empire, where he will serve the Fellowship of CASVA under the protection of Lord Kress and Melon. He has also joined the club of bearded men. Lord Santigie Kanu, Protector of Gaillard beyond The Wall, known locally as `Le Santi`, is still trying to conquer greedy Helvetia in which we all support him. Once he has opened the bank vaults, he will share booty and plunder with us all. The mischievous Pretorian Guard of Geneva did catch him planning his conquest, which delayed the invasion plans as he could not bring his iron-horse into the entire Helvetia



Kingdom for months and he was forced to pay tribute. Beard? Yes, him too! Emperor Petrus Obscuritas, aka Pieter Paul Laenen The Great, still resides on his uncomfortable-looking Iron Throne near Brussels, trying to make `the world a better place`. And all that without a beard! The only thing I can do is quote the Little Corporal,  Emperor of Elba: “fashion condemns us to many follies, the greatest is to make oneself its slave.” Sir Jonathan Bennett resides in Coventry, playing a side-role in Monty Payton`s Quest for Holy Grail in the hospital of the Knights Who Say Ni. Let us hope his kids will survive the dark spell of Coventry`s ‘beauty’.    He also jumped on the bearded-hipster bandwagon.   Baroness Katherine Iscoe, Mother of Ragon, still resides Down Under and is keeping deliciously fit and has not grown in width as most of us have. The question is, will she grow a beard? Adam Clay is also (somewhere) on the other side of the Great Pond and I will blame him for starting the beardtrend, as he has been sporting one avant-la-lettre. He is now engaged in writing poetry on his wife Stephanie – yes, on her. Duke Simone Campanelli is well established in Bonn, in the land of the World Cup Winners. We would appreciate if he could ship the Evil-madeFlesh, Justin Bieber, to the Dark Side of the Moon for termination, as it would bring peace to the Middle-East. LordMayor of the City of London. Alexander Curcio, will assist you indeed.



1999 Valerie Maine, Vik Podagelyte and Teresa Sarroca [email protected] [email protected] [email protected]



Federica Call has been living in Boston, MA for the last 2 and a half years and working from home as a Program Manager for Cognizant Technol-
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ogy, after 7 years of living, studying and working in Italy, Czech Republic and Holland. She got married in 2007 in Italy to her wonderful husband, Shaka, and they now have 2 beautiful children, Grazia, 4 years old, and Max, 2 years old. In her words: “Life is good!”



Justin Colannino ‘99



Justin Colannino is currently a federal judicial law clerk in New Jersey, with plans to head back to Boston, MA this fall where he will work as a patent lawyer at Wolf Greenfield, LLP. Justin is married to Tiffany Colannino, a Quebec native he met while studying Computer Science at McGill University in Montreal. Congratulations to them on the birth of their daughter Aurora Irma! Congratulations as well to Amerigo Holthouse who got married and is expecting a little boy in December! Rio Alexander Hendrix has been working as a private chef on superyachts around the globe, recently bought a house in the Hudson Valley, just north of NYC, and opened a catering business. The business has been growing steadily and he is commanding farm to table weddings for fancy New Yorkers in the middle of countryside fields. He also has a second home in Charlottesville, Virginia and is private chef to an oil tycoon, travelling the globe by his side for half the year. On the side, he has started riding horses, an 18.2 hand Dutch Warmblood whom he gallops through the rolling hills of Virginia. Alastair Fettes just moved to San Francisco where his partner Alexandra is attending UC Hastings. He will be 40
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working out of the main Apple campus in Cupertino. They loved visiting Rome and catching up with everyone who was around this summer. Rixt Hiemstra is still living with Stefano in lovely Somerset in the UK. Last year when she wrote notes she was in the middle of newborn craziness, now they have a running menace on their hands (but it is so much fun.) Pavle Jovanovic and Milena became proud parents of their baby girl Zoja! In the meantime, he is still working on trying to curb illegal wildlife trade but is becoming quite exhausted as all odds seem to be against conservationists. Sarah Lindasdatter Troelsen Krarup is working as a legal counsel for Maersk in Denmark, has a 4-year old son, Carl, is married to Frederik, who she met in the army 11 years ago, and is spending her spare time training and competing internationally in CrossFit and Olympic weightlifting (she has just been to the European Championships in both)!



Sarah Lindasdatter Troelsen Krarup ‘99 and son Carl.



Stratton Lawrence and his wife, photographer Hunter McRae, celebrated their one-year wedding anniversary in August and bought their first house, a 1940s cottage on Folly Beach. He continues to freelance write about music and food for local publications, as well as corporate clients like eBay. Valerie Maine continues to enjoy life in Madison, Wisconsin. Last September she started a new job working as a clinical psychologist at a Veteran’s hospital, which has been challenging but rewarding. More importantly, this coming September she is expecting her first child: a baby boy! Le Kim Nguyen reports that life is pretty much the same as before: still



married, still working at the same company (although less hours and getting more sleep) and still in the Philippines. Michele Orlando filmed Team Hong Kong participating in the World Lacrosse Championships in Denver, Colorado. He is staying busy still making films and videos for Red Bull and other big brands and will be working on a short film over the coming months to feed his more creative interests. He has been happily married for a year but still feels too childish and all over the place to have any children just yet. Advice anyone?



Vik Podagelyte ‘99 with Edgaras and her son Patrizio.



Viktorija Podagelyte is as happy as ever, enjoying life with her family. They spent their holidays in Vilnius and Druskininkai. Before that she had another great service trip to an orphanage in Lithuania with Ms. Dostert and St. Stephen’s students. Back in Rome, her boy started day care and she got back to work as the new Dean of Students, and will face new challenges within the beloved walls of SSS. Gert-Jan Poulisse got his Ph.D. in computer science and settled in Flanders-Belgium, his eighth country of residence, where knowledge quizzes and enjoying specialty beers seems to be the national pastime. He managed to pay a visit to Chu last winter, who settled in the vicinity of Coca Cola HQ in Atlanta, and found him to be in good shape. Gert-Jan is currently working for Nuance doing natural language research for use in speech technology. You will probably be using the software the next time you step into a car and try to speak to it (to e.g. set a destination, call someone, or change the radio).



Renas Sidahmed will be working for the IFC as an Investment Analyst in their Istanbul office, starting October 2014. She couldn’t be more excited!



2001 Gabriele Belfiori and Sarah Berry [email protected] [email protected]



Gabriele Belfiori is still living in London and working in Media. He lives in the “super chill” Clapham Junction with his girlfriend Alexandra and things are good. The London era may be coming to a close but he promises to keep everyone updated in the 2015 Notes. Sarah Berry married the wonderfully kind and creative Cobi Waxman last May. She has been program manager at The Art Connection for over three years, facilitating the permanent placement of artwork into social service organizations in Greater Boston. She is also creating and showing her own art, and had two solo exhibitions and participated in several group exhibitions in 2014, including creating a street piano in Boston for the internationally renowned public art project, “Play Me, I’m Yours.” Debbie Baker Brannan is still loving life in Colorado. She is nearing two years with Navigant’s Energy practice as a managing consultant evaluating utilities’ energy efficiency and demand side management programs. She is loving the job even though it keeps her busy. In her spare time she continues to play in the mountains as much as she can, mostly skiing or climbing. Biggest news for this year is she and Joe are buying a new home in Lyons, CO - a small artsy community in the foothills and gateway to the Rockies. They are excited to move in the fall. Let them know if you’re in the area! Giulio Del Bufalo moved to New York in Summer of 2012 from London, and has been loving every second of it and can’t believe it’s been almost two years. Still working in advertising, which gives him the chance to travel a lot around the



World and see old St. Stephen’s friends, especially the ones he left back in London. He will be moving in with his girlfriend Chantelle in autumn. He sees James and Michael PZ often, especially on weekends when their beloved Roma plays. Michael Portegies-Zwart has also been living in NYC for over two years and recently started working as an urban planner at the Hudson Square Connection, a non-profit Business Improvement District in lower Manhattan. Michael is looking forward to his visit to Italy at the end of September on the occasion of his sister’s wedding. Alexander De Gaay Fortman lives in Haiti where he has been working for the Canadian Red Cross for the past year and a half on capacity building projects, a great adventure and cool learning experience. He also enjoys the perks of living in the Caribbean with beautiful beaches and diving. Home is definitely still Rome where his parents are enjoying their retirement. Feel free to go visit! Tanya Thompson is living in South London with her boyfriend although spends a lot of time working and travelling to lots of interesting places like Chicago, Rotterdam and Vancouver. Having spent 7 years as an operations and management consultant, she took up a role in the oil & gas sector with the aim of helping develop an in house consulting practice. Her two brothers now both live in the UK - no more than two hours from her door!



2002 Vincenzo Belipiede and Collen Schorn Bolick [email protected] [email protected]



Vincenzo Belpiede reports that 2014 has been a year of major changes. After 7 amazing years working and travelling all over the world with different mobile phones, smart phones and apps he is leaving the corporate world and saying goodbye to Nokia and planning to build a new company in the mobile app business. He moved from San Diego, after 5 beautiful



years, to the Bay Area, right in between San Francisco and Silicon Valley. He plans to build an amazing experience to connect new people will definitely reach out to you all to tell you more about it. He met up with Ferdinando Carfagno for the World Cup in Brazil. Ferdinando has been living in Mexico City for the past three years working as Projects Director for Ronchi de Mexico. He reports that living in Mexico City with his girlfriend is lots of fun. Staying in San Diego is Brandi Cropper who can’t believe it was over 2 years ago since she was back in Rome for the 10 year reunion. She reports that life is very good and is still at Northrop Grumman as a program manager for military aircraft communications and this year was given the opportunity to work on, capture and propose work for the #1 priority target for the corporation. She has expanded her volunteer work with foster children and through the Junior League of San Diego, Voices for Children and the Foster Youth Mentor Program, she is proud and fortunate to make an impact in their lives. Let her know if you are in town! Jessica Bourne is a foreign correspondent for a news agency in Afghanistan, based in Kabul. She works alongside former schoolmate Margherita Stancati ‘03, who works for an American paper. They met for the first time in nearly ten years at a party. Small world! Chris Ross is living in Manhattan and working in International Sales & Marketing for a luxury hotel brand. He is very much enjoying his life but welcomes any input for his plan to return to Rome over the next 3 -5 years. He hopes everyone is well and if you find yourself in New York, contact him! Colleen Schorn Bolick is still living in Phoenix, Arizona with her husband and son Ridley, who just turned 2 this summer. She has been working part time so she can raise Ridley, which has been quite the challenge as he is a super active toddler. They have been traveling the West, including the Grand Canyon, Vegas and LA. They have also enjoyed watching her husband appear on several national news shows this year, offering his opinion as an attorney on several local cases.
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2003 Iggy Cortez and Caroline Craig [email protected] [email protected]



As we hosted our ten-year reunion only a year ago, most members of the class of 2003 were sadly absent from the 50th anniversary celebrations at St. Stephen’s, save stalwarts Caroline Craig and Sandra Sikand. Nonetheless, a group was happily reunited for the wedding of Catherine Hupin and Henry Jones in Brussels. Catherine’s wedding day was unforgettable. We left with countless vivid impressions from the celebration: the bride and groom drove off from the town hall in a beautiful vintage car, soap bubble solutions in bottles shaped like champagne glasses were on every table and baby pictures of the bride and groom were placed on mantelpieces reminding us just how much “patatina” has grown. There was dancing and revelry well into the night. As many of our parents no longer live in Rome, and as we gradually lose the physical ties to the places where we grew up, Catherine’s wedding was also a reunion that revived our personal histories once again for a moment in time. The celebration was so memorable because it felt like a profound and ten-



Catherine Hupin ‘03 on her wedding day.



der event, holding a lot of meaning for everyone involved. Catherine and Henry are no doubt relaxing in some beach in Mexico. As the famous lyrics go: Mr. and Mrs. Jones, holding hands, making all sorts of plans while the jukebox plays their favorite song. Among the guests in attendance was Margareta Von Heland who lives in Brussels and works in marketing. She acted as our generous guide to Brussels’ beer gardens and restaurants. It was also great catching up with Emily Short who is about to begin a PhD at Liverpool in Geology. Shortly before the wedding, Emily visited Iceland where she bumped into none other than Bjork! They chatted about music and volcanoes and Emily ended up dancing in the



Class of ‘03 reunites at Catherine Hupin’s wedding.



42



alumni



BULLETIN



pub where the Icelandic superstar was DJing. As her stunning tan indicated, Vanessa Byron has been working at an International School in the Cayman Islands for the past year after finishing her Masters in Education at Stanford University. Sandra Sikand is currently based in Rome when she is not traveling around the world. Following years in event-planning and the hotel and travel industries, she has been busy working towards the launch of her travel consulting company Karvansarai. After finishing business school in Chicago, Mariana Pereira moved to Milan where she is working for Heinz. Mariana learned many important lessons during her trip to Brussels namely, that Charleleroi is rather remote from the city, particularly if you take a taxi, and that she will never fly Ryan Air again. Philip Tuinenburg made it just in time for the wedding as he was one of the guests who traveled the furthest. He is working towards an MBA at Columbia Business School in New York where he lives in Tribeca. Last but certainly not least was the radiant Jessica Lana who has been working and living in West London, a city of lions. As for me (Iggy), I am in Philadelphia and am finally ABD (all but dissertation), now the only thing that’s left for me to do is write this pesky dissertation. In other news, Shaibalini Khadka got married this past March in Nepal! Megan Nowell is now Dr. Megan Nowell having finished her PhD in Conservation Ecology in Barcelona. She is celebrating by traveling extensively around South America. I also got to hang out with baby Niko Lucchino, the first born of Ana Vukadin and Paolo Lucchino ‘01, during a brief jaunt to Rome to see my sister Chiara Cortex ‘00. He is a bright, blue-eyed and curly haired young boy. After several years working in Monaco, Caggie Craig is back in New York, a city she can never really quit and which she plans to take again by storm.



Francesca Bianchi ‘05, Martha Piper ‘05, and Paola Sinisgalli ‘05 in New York.



2005 John Klopfer and Martha Piper [email protected] [email protected]



Ayan Barre moved to Cairo, Egypt and is still working in the same field as a nutrition junior consultant for an NGO. She is loving Cairo, it’s very loud and vibrant! Carlotta Brentan is in NYC where she is living the actor hustle: auditions, callbacks, networking, working in plays, commercials, voiceovers, independent films etc. Earlier this year she was the Executive Producer of the second edition of In Scena! Italian Theater Festival NY, the first Italian theatre festival to span all 5 NYC boroughs. She performed in “The Mandrake Root” by Machiavelli and “The Decameron” by Boccaccio with Kairos Italy Theater Company. She is the Italian voice of Mango Languages online language learning software. Back in December 2013, she was hand picked by famous playwright and director Neil LaBute to play the lead in a workshop of his latest play. She was interviewed in Panorama, Corriere della Sera, Artribune.com and others as an up-and-coming Italian actor in NYC. For the second part of the year, she has been in LA to shoot the new web series “This is Me,” and briefly returned to Rome for a month in the fall to perform in the World Wide Directors Showcase at Teatro Due. Also working the stage actor life is Edoardo Camponeschi but he has transitioned more into the audiobook industry



as a professional narrator. He has his own independent studio and has worked on more than 40 audiobooks, some of those for the Unione Italiana Ciechi and some others for Audible/Amazon. Byron Dubois is also in NYC, having finished his first year at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons and is currently working on a research project that performs brain surgery on mice. Because what doesn’t Obamacare cover? More news comes from NYC from Paola Sinisgalli who has lived in New York for almost 4 years now and a lot has changed. After a big “colpo di fortuna” and winning the green card she was able to found, with partner in crime Francesca Bianchi, a small agency: TheCreativeShake. Everyday’s different and she is still unsure about what dreams may come, but it’s been great up until now. Sara Buchholz moved to Asia. Still working in Unilever, still Wall’s/Algida ice cream, but now in beautiful Singapore! She reports that it has been great; the city is international and vibrant, with so much going on. She really hopes to meet up with anyone who is on that side of the world! Adriana Caneva is doing well, living in London. She set up a graphic design studio this year. She has been really lucky to get some interesting projects and now is trying to keep up the momentum. In her words: “every day is a bit of a surprise.” Also in London is Joanna Majkowski. She has been living there for 9 years and actually likes the rain! She still works in risk in the financial services industry, but has recently moved to a smaller Swiss firm with better growth opportunities.



She has also changed flats and now lives with her boyfriend, but still very close to Anna Bruni and Adriana. In her free time, she plays squash, travels around the world, volunteers with young blind people and simply enjoys London life. She hopes everyone is doing well and really looks forward to 10 year class reunion! Renata Pereira is living the London life and finished a Masters degree in screenwriting at Met Film School in October and is looking to get a job in the industry (that’s the plan… not sure about plan B!) but intends on staying in London. Despite all the girls being in New York (Ari, Franci and Paola) they’re still in close contact. She is looking forward to the 10 year reunion but also constantly on the verge of freaking out because that means she left school almost 10 years ago?! And last of the London crew, Francesco Salvo is still working for Johnson & Johnson. Jacob Carroll is living the Southern life in Clarksdale, Mississippi, where he still works with Teach for America. He is now a Humanities Specialist, focusing on supporting teachers in the Arts, World Languages, and Social Studies across the state. Lucy Clark is currently living in St Louis Missouri and in her second year of an MFA degree in poetry at Washington University. St Louis is a great town, and anyone passing through the midwest should stop by! Pietro Curatolo is living in Brussels where he recently launched FactCheckEU, a political fact-checking website on the EU that builds on Pagella Politica, the Italian fact-checking website he started in 2012 with fellow St Stephen’s alumni Carlo Starace ‘04, Alexios Mantzarlis ‘06 and Flavia Mi ’06. Laurel Erilane is back to her roots in California, and currently living in Los Angeles. This past year has been a transition from teaching yoga and doing graphic design to producing monthly art events that support emerging artists. She works for an international independent arts organization called RAW Artists as a Showcase Director and currently runs both the Brooklyn & Long Island, New York locations where she travels a week out of every month making her life and work bi-
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coastal. She would love to connect with alumni who may be living in either city! Recreationally, she spends her days beach basking, camping, exercising, fine dining and often attending festivals. Thomas Gilles worked for the past year at the International Labour Organization and is hoping to soon be working for the International Committee of the Red Cross (all in Human Resources). Ida Griesemer is living in New Hampshire and working for Dartmouth doing research in the psychiatry department. John Klopfer went to St. Stephen’s 50th anniversary in June, and saw Francesco Salvo there, along with alumni from other class years. Jack Ullman and Helen Pope led two excellent tours. While in Rome, he had a drink with Angelica Federici, Vanessa Curcio, and Paola Palestini, all of whom are doing great and all of whom said to make up a story about what they are doing, for the class notes. Here’s the story: by day they are guards in a museum, the kind that scold you when you get too close to a painting and wink when they think you understand the artist; by night they are characters in a children’s book, the kind that grown-ups find funny. Florybeth La Valle finished her first year as a marine biology PhD student at the University of Hawaii. Her research revolves around how urbanization and development affect coastal dynamics. Specifically, she is interested in bottomup processes such as the effects of nutrient loading on algal assemblages on coral reefs. Living in Hawaii has been amazing! In her words: “Where else can you swim with wild dolphins after camping on the beach?” Yige Li is just enjoying the suburban life of Carmel Indiana with the wife and currently working for Rexel as their Business Analyst. Mike Migliaro has been in the Army for four years and was promoted to rank of Captain. Shortly after promotion, he was deployed in effort of Operation Enduring Freedom to Qatar for the next year. Other than that, life is good and quiet. He is just trying to adjust to the heat! Flavia Muratori is working as a Project Manager in the events field. This year she spent 4 months in Barcelona where 44
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she delivered the new commercial vehicles launch for Ford of Europe. She travelled as a backpacker in Mexico in May. She is now back in Milan, her work base, where she very often hangs out with Giulia Mattei. Antonia Piazzesi finally finished her PhD in Genetics, and is about to start a PostDoc in Neurodegenerative Diseases in Bonn at a research institute called the DZNE.



Madeleine Whitten ‘05 and baby Fiona.



Antonia Piazzesi ‘05 atop Mt. Etna.



Martha Piper finished her Masters in Public & International Law in Melbourne and said goodbye to her job at Good Shepherd Microfinance to set off for a few adventures. She has spent most of 2014 traveling between Australia, Senegal, France, Spain, the United States, Kenya and Tanzania and generally having a good time! She is now based back in Canberra (Australia) and scheming to get back to Rome in June 2015 for the ten year reunion. Morten Slettevold is working as an associate for a Norwegian insurance company. If everything goes as planned, he will fulfill all the prerequisites towards becoming a full-fledged lawyer by the end of this year. The hours are fairly long but he has started to acclimatize after finishing law school and realizing that his carefree student days are just a glimmer on the horizon. With regards to his personal life, he got married in July! He has been with Maria for over five years now, and he proposed to her in Florence last year. The wedding took place on an island called Ormøya in the Oslo fjord, and the honeymoon took them to Japan, specifically Hakone, Kyoto and Tokyo. Congratulations! Madeleine Whitten (nee Skillen)’s big event for 2013 was welcoming sweet Fiona Mae into the world on September 6th! They live north of Boston and when



she is not home chasing Fiona around, pulling non-edible things from her mouth, she is working on a farm nearby called Lucky Dog Farm. She is looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion next year!



2009 Clementina Calabria and Adolfo Gatti [email protected] [email protected]



Jelle Stuurman finished his bachelor’s degree in Human Geography at Utrecht University. In September he started a Master’s in geographic information systems, also in The Netherlands. Next to his studies he also works for a company that is developing a disease modifying medicine for people with his genetic disease. It is extremely exciting to be part of a team of scientists that is working towards one of his dreams.



2010



end of university studies entails. She travelled to Alaska, Vancouver, Las Vegas and Hong Kong! She is still unsure about plans for the future, but they will most probably either involve working in a lab and then a sponsored PhD or getting a PhD directly at another university. Luca Guidoni graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace engineering from Georgia Tech with highest honors and took an internship position at Harris Corporation in Florida for the summer, designing radio connectors for aircraft radar platforms. Upon returning to Atlanta, he started working on a Master’s in Aerospace engineering with focus on Structural Dynamics and Aeroelasticity, also at Georgia Tech. In the meantime, he never stopped flying and earned an instrument rating and made his first ever international flight to the Bahamas. Currently with about 250 flight hours he is starting to slowly train towards a commercial pilot license. He interest in ballroom dancing has also blossomed and he is now competing and taking classes around America: he and his partner ranked #79 in the United States this year and hope to go for top 50 this coming season. He has begun teaching dance, both as the instructor for the Georgia Tech Ballroom Dance Club and locally around Atlanta studios when possible. He plans on staying in Atlanta for two more years at least and of course looks forward to going back to Rome for Christmas.



2011 Tommaso Cruciani, Guido Galligani and Jake Thompson [email protected] [email protected]



Chiara Caiusi and Matilde Keizer [email protected] [email protected]



Chiara Caiusi graduated from the University of Bath in Molecular and Cellular Biology and spent the entire summer enjoying the freedom that the



[email protected]



Ginevra Badurina is about to begin her fourth year of the five-year law course at LUISS University in Rome. From the second semester of next year, she will begin to specialize in International Law. Finally, after having gained



a solid and wide-ranging knowledge of Italian Law in three and a half years, it is time for her to delve into the branch of law she is more interested in. In addition, she continues to train as a professional dancer. In April, she performed the dance piece “Il Genio del Bene” choreographed by her teacher Tiziana Carano at the Teatro Viganò with her dance group, and in June she had the honor of performing two choreographic works in one of the most important Roman theatres: the Teatro Olimpico. She would like to thank SSS, especially the one and only Roberta Garrison, for inviting her to be the 2014-guest choreographer and to perform at the 50th Anniversary show. Teaching dance has unexpectedly made her learn more about dance itself and she can’t wait to do it again. Tommaso Cruciani can’t seem to get away from St. Stephen’s. This year he attended his sister’s graduation and the memories of that same occasion three years ago reminded him of what makes this School unique - its community. In the time that’s passed, he has worked at the school during the summer as an RA and whenever he is in Rome he drops by to say hello to whomever is around. The welcome is always warm, and the school feels like a second home, with certain characters ever present. During these three years, he graduated from university in the UK and now works for a small, UK based air charter and air ambulance company as copilot and maintenance operator. He is working towards gaining his full commercial flying qualifications and finds himself in the air every other day! Overall, things have turned out well, especially since his best friends are still the very same as they were during high school. Also in the UK, Maja Diedenhofen will be entering her second year of Film Studies at Queen Mary University. She has founded a festival organizing company and they completed their first festival in February sponsored by director Danny Boyle and supported by Mayor of London Boris Johnson. They are now represented by the PR and event manage-



ment company Explovia and will hold their second festival in November at the Limehouse Town Hall. She will be launching a production company called Blue Hope in September and shooting her first big project short film in two parts : first part in Rome at the end of August and second part in Calcutta, India in December. This summer, she spent three weeks sailing in the Iles Glénans in the north of France in the middle of the Atlantic. Nearby, Dima Marotti graduated from Sussex! She had a wonderful experience with many wonderful friends providing much needed support. Next year she will embark on a totally new journey in London where she will be doing a Masters in Management at Imperial College. Another of the UK crew, Iris Karaman worked hard this year to achieve one of the highest grades in her year. She spent the summer doing an internship at the Operation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, which won the Nobel Peace Prize 2013. She also had the opportunity to travel a lot, including Thailand, Tanzania and Mauritius. She misses the delicious Roman food; British student life just doesn’t do it for her in that department. Bianca Latini still has two years to go in her Masters degree in engineering. She went to South Africa to build a school this year and worked as an RA at SSS this summer. Francesca Schiavello studied abroad in Auckland, New Zealand and absolutely fell in love with the country. There is no doubt she will return. She spent most weekends backpacking and hiking around the country with amazing new local and abroad friends. Now she is back to reality in Boston and looking forward to her last year in college.
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DONORS continued Rusty and Mary Lynn Gage Thomas and Nancy Galdy Jane Giles Cesare and Eliana Gonelli Daniel Gordon and Sarah Barringer Donald and Joyce Gornall Liz Gray Peter Gregersen Matthew Grieco William Gruy Joseph and Lynn Gubernick Orlanda Guzman and Maria Chiara Lucatti Helen Hannick and Peter Cavadias Greer Hardwicke Nat and Michelle Henshaw Andrea Hill William Hines and Margaret Sondey Eric Hoffmann Robert Holcomb Gerald Holmes Brooke and Eliana Holmes Caroline Hoof Bernhard Humpert and Gina Gambino Anne Idsal Arthur Iorio Daniel Janssen Joan Jernegan Pamela Jones Rothwell Dina Kaplan Daniel Keller Kent Kildahl and Catharine Hill Kirby Family Foundation George and Elie Klopfer John Klopfer Lisa Kochinski Matthew Kozlowski Michelle Kuhonta Fiona Leckie and Giovanni Luciani Elizabeth Lewis John Littleford Melissa Ludtke Roshanta Lyman Phoebe Mackay Katherine Bucknell Maguire Eugenie and Ron Maine Gillian Malone Louis Manfredi Marlot Foundation Agnes Martin and Trevor Pilling 46 46
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Eric and Deanna Mayer Cynthia McKee Loris and Gabriella Micelli Payne Middleton Laurinda Middleton Oswald Andy Miller Henry and Judith Millon Diana Minsky Carmen Moauro Giulia Mobarhan Maria Montgomery Scott Moriearty and Yolanda Kodrzycki Alessandra Morricone Libby and James Morris Nancy Moskin Cheryl Mowinckel Bernard Mullane Lesley Murphy and Enzo Bencini Frederick Muttiah Andrew Newman Francesco Olivieri and Nina Gardner Deborah Packer Francis and Barbara Packer Natasha Palladino Theresa Panuccio Alessandra Papa and Mario Rossini Marco Patuano and Doriana Del Sarto Victor Pennarts and Jeannette Horbowiec Charles and Barbara Pierce Virginia Pierson Maurizio and Simonetta Pigozzi Constantinos Pitsolos and Antonella Siragusa Duncan Pollock Andrew and Marianna Price Anna and Jay Rabinowitz Vineet and Suzanne Raswant Lupo and Dana Rattazzi David and Jeanette Redden Nigel Redden Normand and Annabel Redden Mick Reed Joseph and Jeanne Reed Sean Robertson Tina Rocchio Thomas Rockwell Margot Rose Antonio Rossmann and Kathryn Burns Rick Routhier Gregory Roux



Jeff and Christy Welker Sagansky Pietor and Rosellina Salini Daniela Salvioni Sarah Sammis Jeffrey and Joelle Desloovere Schon Alessandro Selvig Marjorie Shaw Eva Siroka and Glen MacEwen Frances Skory Julia Smyth-Pinney Becky Sprecher Katherine St. John Paolo Stanzani Ghedini and Loredana Gherardini Sandra Steinvoort Nini Stoddard Harvey Stone Jean Strait Lise Temple Greenberq Susanne Tezanos Charles Tierney and Gina Onushco A. Ronald Tooman Francesco Trapani Jon Tua Andrea Tucci and Giovanna Bellelli Cornelis Tuinenburg and Fiet Opdenberg Joan Undeland Sebastiano Varoli Rodrigo Velloso Raymond Villemarette Peter Wages Jennifer Walbridge William Walls and Melissa Nuwaysir Oliver Weir Tom Whalen and Dana English Wheelock Whitney III John Williams Daniel and Monica Wood Mark Woodhams Mihae Yu Mikaela Zanzi Briana Keating Sarah Kozlowski Samantha Lotti Sarah Maine Valerie Maine Three Swallows Foundation



save the date! December 6th, 2014 Annual Alumni Holiday Reception (New York)



December 17th, 2014 Annual Alumni and Faculty Holiday Reception (Rome) Interested in working with the Alumni Relations Office to organize events in your area? Contact Rachel Nicholson at rachel. [email protected] to learn more about how you can get involved!
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Rome



St. Stephen’s School Via Aventina, 3 Rome 00153 Italy Phone: +39 06 575 0605 Email: [email protected]



.



New York Office



St. Stephen’s School 15 Gramercy Park New York, NY. 10003 USA Phone: +1 (212) 505-7409 - Fax: +1 (212) 505-7423 Email: [email protected]
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