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Electric or Acoustic Guitar Posture -Seated up right in your chair -Both feet planted on the floor -Guitar should sit over your right leg -Keep guitar as vertical as possible -Tilt neck upwards never down -Right arm comfortable over the top -Left hand thumb on the middle of the neck -Left wrist bellow the neck



Classical (nylon) Guitar Posture



-Seated up right in your chair -Left leg elevated -Guitar sitting over your left leg -Keep guitar as vertical as possible -Tilt neck upwards never down -Right arm comfortable over the top -Left hand thumb on the middle of the neck -Left wrist bellow the neck



Left Hand



-Thumb always be on the back of the neck -The Strings played with the finger tips -Wrist kept low Finger Numbering Index - 1 Middle - 2 Ring – 3 Pinky - 4



Right Hand -Pick Held between index finger and thumb
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Music is written in Notes on a Staff. The staff has five lines and four spaces between the lines. Where a note is written on the staff determines its pitch (highness or lowness). At the beginning of the staff is a clef sign. Guitar music is written in the treble clef. Treble Cleff



Staff



Each line and space of the staff has a letter name. The lines are, (from bottom to top) E – G – B – D – F, which you can remember by Every, Good, Boy, Deserves, Fudge. The spaces are ( from bottom to top) F – A – C – E, a good way to remember it is “FACE” is in the Space.



Lines



Spaces



The staff is divided into several parts by bar lines. The Space between two bar lines is called a measure (also known as a “bar”). To end a piece of music a double bar is placed on the music. Each measure contains a group of beats. Beats are the steady pulse of music. You respond to the pulse or the beat when you tap your foot. The top number tells you how many beats are in the measure



Time Signature The bottom number tells you what kind of note will receive the beat.



Notes indicate the length (number of counts) of musical Sound



Whole note = 4 beats



Half note = 2 beats



Quarter note = 1 beats



Eighth note = 1/8 beats



When different kinds of notes are placed on different lines or spaces, you will know the pitch of the note and how long to play the sound. 11guitars.ca



Look at tab the same way you look at your guitar. There are six lines in tab, each corresponding with a string on the guitar. Low E (6th string) being at the bottom and High e (1st string) being the top most string. 1  e   2  B   3  G   4  D   5  A   6  E  



Refer to the number on the line to find the correct fret to play. If it is a zero you pluck the open string. If it is a number greater then zero 1, 2, 3, 4, etc, then press your finger on the corresponding fret and string.  e                1      2    3    4    B                                                      1    2    3    4    G                                1    2    3    4    D    A    E  



Play vertically stacked numbers at the same time. As you are reading and playing the tab from left to right, many times you will come across numbers that are vertically aligned. These notes should be played at the same time. You may see the chord name written as well. Em  E    B      G    D    A    E  



0   0   0   2   2   0  



C   1   0   2   3  



D 2   3   2   0  



                             



Look for additional symbols that show how the note is to be played: H = Hammer on P = pull offs b = Bends r = release bend S = Slide V = Vibrato X = Muting PM = Palm muting E   B   G             D   A   E  



           0  H  2                                                              2  P  0                                  



E   B   G             D   A   E  



           3V                                                            x                                      x                                      x                      



                 0  H  2  P  0                                                        2b3                        



2  b  3  r  2      



 2  S  3  



   



 



Pm - - - - - - |                                                                                   0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0          
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6



5



4



3



2



1



There is 6 strings on the guitar, they are both numbered and lettered. 6 is the thickest and 1 is the thinnest. Now for the letters: 6=E



5=A 4=D



3=G 2=B



1=E



Memorizing this you could say it a bunch of times every time you play or use a saying. 6–1 Every Ape Doesn’t Get Bananas Easily 6–1 Eddie Ate Dynamite Good Bye Eddie 1–6 Easter Bunny Goes Dancing At Easter The Musical Alphabet Similarly the musical alphabet starts at the same place the standard alphabet does A, but unlike it, it finishes at G. Now after G it repeats back to A at a higher pitch then continues through the same cycle. Between each note there is a space called an Interval. A Whole step (2nd) on the guitar skips one fret. A Half Step (minor 2nd) on the guitar is one fret to the next. An Octave is going from a E to a E higher or lower A



B W



C H



D W



E W



F H



G W



A W



A trick that will really help with remembering which notes have what intervals is, B to C and E to F are Half steps and everything else is a whole step.
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Step one:



Tune the low E (6 string), as accurately as you can. Chances are that it is already, being the thickest string it’s the least likely to slip out of tune. If your not sure you can check it against a guitar tuner, pitch pipe or piano. This really counts for when you are playing with other instruments.



Step two:



Place your first finger on the 5th fret E string. That’s an A note. Keep your finger on the fret. Now pick the fifth and six string in turn, gently adjust the fifth string tuner till the two notes are the same.



Step three:



Place your first finger on the 5th fret A string. That’s an D note. Tune the 4th string to that D note.



Step four:



Place your first finger on the 5th fret D string. That’s an G note. Tune the 3rd string to that G note.



Step five:



Place your first finger on the 4th fret G string. That’s an B note. Tune the 2nd string to that B note.



Step six:



Place your first finger on the 5th fret B string. That’s an E note. Tune the 1st string to that E note.



Tips For keeping your guitar in tune -Avoid leaving your guitar in areas with extreme temperature changes, this



will definitely mess up the tuning. Dropping or bumping the guitar will also make it go out of tune. Carry your guitar in a case as any damage to it could effect how well it tunes up -ALW AYS T U NE UP! When you tune a guitar string, always start below the desired note and tune up to pitch not down to pitch. This will help prevent the string from going flat during play. Even if the note is too high you can stretch the string to give it some slack then tighten it. -Before tuning a suspect string, check it against both adjacent strings to determine which string is actually out of tune. The string you suspect may not even be the culprit. -Play a chord that you know well to test the tuning, if it sounds odd or out a bit it probably is, remember always trust you ear.
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Major Chords



A



B



C



E



D



1



3



1



3



2



3



2 3



3



4



G



Minor Chords



Am 1 2



2



1



2 3



2



1



1



1 2



F



Bm



Em



Dm



1 3



2



1



3



1 2 3



2



2



3



3



4



How to Read Chord Boxes Chord name



A



Do not play open



Play string open



The Nut



What finger to use



1st Fret



2



1



3



2nd



Where to place your fingers



3rd 6 5 4 3 2 1 Strings
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