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Edwardsburg Middle School ~ Middle School Matters Friday, November 4, 2016



SAFE SCHOOL WEEK “Cool To Be Kind” EDWARDSBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL November 7 through November 11, 2016 Monday, November 07:



RED RIBBON ACTIVITY AT LUNCH TIME Sponsored by S.A.D.D.



Tuesday, November 08:



“Cool To be Kind” Poster Activity Art Students



Wednesday, November 09:



Red Shirt Day in support of Red Ribbon



Thursday, November 10:



Peace Pledge classroom activity Marcia McEvoy materials



Friday, November 11:



Safety Drill



_________________________________________________________________________ Compassionate Outrageously kind Often a positive bystander Lives with integrity “No act of kindness however small is ever wasted.” Aesop Fables



PTO Ultimate Party Invitation Request…Please see the notice from PTO



FOR A BETTER SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY…



How Diversity Makes Us Smarter: Being around people who are different from us makes us more creative, more diligent and harder-working. Decades of research by organizational scientists, psychologists, sociologists, economists and demographers show that socially diverse groups (that is, those with a diversity of race, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation) are more innovative than homogeneous groups. It seems obvious that a group of people with diverse individual expertise would be better than a homogeneous group at solving complex, non-routine problems. It is less obvious that social diversity should work in the same way—yet the science shows that it does. This is not only because people with different backgrounds bring new information. Simply interacting with individuals who are different forces group members to prepare better, to anticipate alternative viewpoints and to expect that reaching consensus will take effort. Katherine W. Phillips, “Scientific American,” October 1, 2014



Cheer Sports Awards…Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. the Football Cheer will have their sports awards in the Middle School Cafeteria.



Intramural Results…The 6th grade intramural basketball players were back in action last night. There were over 50 participants on the court working hard on their fundamentals. A number of players were champions in some very intense competitions. The individual champions of various competitions were: Baylee Kinast Karma Herremans Addison Barlow Sophia Swope Lucinda Ingle Emily Wachowiak Brenden Seabolt Brendan Madison Wyatt Ison Nick Cartwright Devon Flanery Andrew Harris Brett Allen Kristopher Reese Gavin Houser Caiden Trout James Tweedy Spencer Georgeoff Brennen Brady-Brittain Diego Pillado Chase Councell Mason Crist Andrew Colvin



Intramural Dates:



Day 1 - Monday, October 24th 2:30-5:30 th Day 2 - Tuesday, October 25 2:30-5:30 Day 3 – Tuesday, November 1st 2:30-5:30 Day 4 - Wednesday, November 2nd 2:30-5:30 Day 5 - Thursday, November 3rd 2:30-5:30 Day 6 - Monday, November 7th 2:30-5:30 th Day 7 – Tuesday, November 8 2:30-5:30 Day 8 – Wednesday, November 9th 2:30-5:30



Great job 6th grade Eddies!!! Keep up the great work!!! The championship intramural program will focus on rules and fundamentals of the game. Emphasis will be placed on skills and participation. Skills competitions will be held each night.



EMS Athletic Schedule… Monday, November 7, 2016 Wednesday, November 9, 2016



4:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.



MS Boys Basketball @ Ring Lardner MS (Away) MS Boys Basketball vs. St. Thomas, Elkhart (Home)



Boys & Girls Basketball Clinics…Please see forms below if students are interested in basketball clinics.



Important Reminders from the Office of the Assistant Principal, Mr. Brian Clements… “If Someone is Being Mean to You” (Part 2)



I would like to take this week to continue to provide some additional strategies for students to use when another student is being mean to them. These are strategies that were provided to our EMS students by Dr. Marcia McEvoy, Licensed Psychologist: Please reinforce these strategies with your child: Respond with compliment or kindness. Take the high road: That surprises me. I didn’t expect that from you. That was mean and you’re better than that. Why would someone so nice say something so mean? I’m going to forget you said that because deep down I think you’re a pretty decent person. Don’t be a hater. You’re not really like that.  Stand up for yourself if the behavior continues. Confront assertively in the moment (good eye contact, poker face, calm voice) and then walk away: That makes you look bad and it’s boring. You seriously need to chill. That’s getting really old and it’s totally not cool. Knock it off. Lay off. If you keep it up, I’ll be forced to report it. That says way more about you than me. Give it up. It’s weak.  If it is safe, talking to the ringleader privately later when there is no audience. Stay four feet away. Use a calm voice and maintain a neutral expression. Maintain eye contact the entire time you are speaking. Have a script in your head beforehand and stick to it. “I need to talk to you. You’ve been doing _____ to me. I would never do that to you, and It’s not okay that you’re doing that to me. You need to stop. If you don’t stop, I’m reporting It’s harassment and I’m not going to put up with it.” (Immediately walk away when you are done speaking. Don’t look back. Keep moving. If the behavior continues, report it to an adult).  Check with other students. If othere are being bullied or harassed by the same person, do a group confrontation if it’s safe (four maximum) when the person is by himself or herself. Never confront in front of the aggressive student’s friends: “We need to talk to you.” You have been doing ______. (Each person one at a time states what the bully/harasser has done or said to him/her personally.) “If you don’t stop, we’re all going to report it. If you stop, we won’t need to report it.” (As a group, walk away immediately).  If you feel uncomfortable/unsafe with a group confrontation or it is unsuccessful, the group should decide which adult they all could talk to about the mean behavior. Each student should go one at a time and tell their story to the same adult. Reporting by group members should all occur within a 24 hour period to make maximum impact.  If direct confrontation is too difficult or dangerous, report it to an adult privately. Use e-mail, write a note, talk to the adult before or after school, or during lunch. Don’t tell any of your friends that you reported it. If you tell even one friend, the word will get out. Go back to the same adult if the behavior continues or worsens. Report it again. If the aggressive student hasn’t stopped, adults need to know right away. 



Safe School Week is next week at Edwardsburg Middle School. We will be having school activities to promote safe school week. The schedule for next week is listed above. I will also be sharing important character education messages to provide further education to our students on topics such as bullying, cyberbullying, harassment, etc. We will continue to maintain a positive, safe climate at Edwardsburg Middle School. Thank you for taking the time to read my article and have a great weekend.



Who? Grades 2-8 When? Saturday mornings 8-10 a.m. FIVE Dates: November 5th, 12th, 19th; December 3rd, 10th Cost? $50 per child Please note: All HS coaches and players will be in attendance to instruct campers on skill development. All games will have a coach and referee to assist players in their development. Saturday morning schedule: 8:00-8:45: Skill work  2 ball dribbling  Passing  Shooting  Rebounding  Pivots  Defense 8:45-9:00: Offensive breakdown drills  Pass + Cut (Phase 1 of offense)  Dribble @ (Phase 2 of offense) 9:00-9:30: Games  3 on 3; 4 on 4; 5 on 5 9:30-10:00: Parent/Son instruction (OPEN TO ALL!!!)  



Offense design and rules Defensive terminology



Interested in coaching a youth team? Please contact Coach Wright [email protected] for more information. We are always looking for volunteers who can teach our future players!!! Note: We will provide additional information on leagues in the area for players each Saturday. If you wish to have information prior to the clinic, please email coach Wright: [email protected]



Registration: 1. Fill out registration form (next page) 2. Bring in your completed form and payment to the EHS office 3. Your payment amount= $50.00 will get you: a. 10 hours of instruction b. Eddies practice jersey Questions? Contact head coach Steve Wright: [email protected] OR Athletic Director Kevin Dean [email protected]



Please fill out and return to the EHS main office



Player Name: _______________________________



Grade level: _______



Parent: _____________________________



phone #: __________________________



Parent: ____________________________



phone #: __________________________



Email (optional): __________________________



We are interested in joining a league this winter (circle one):



YES



NO



Maybe



We are interested in volunteering to coach a team (circle one): YES



NO



Maybe



Jersey Size (circle one-y=youth)



YS



YM



YL



AS



AM



AL



AXL
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