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UCDP 2014 Annual Report An Administrative Note on UCDP for 2014 During 2014 Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) could maintain the same staff for most of the year. The geographical coding of conflicts in primarily Asia continued throughout the year. Much time has been devoted to the conflicts in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. These three countries together have more conflict events than the whole of Africa (where geo-coding was completed in 2012 and now is regularly updated). The coding will be continued in 2015, with the goal of releasing a dataset for the whole region in 2015. The work financed by VR, the Swedish Research Council, for developing the infrastructure of the database has continued and by the end of 2013 it began to generate significant gains in efficiency. This work continued throughout 2014 and will continue also during parts of 2015. The UCDP Update Alert was sent out twice during 2014, to about 600 recipients. UCDP newsletters, publications etc. have also been promoted by the UCDP via social media. The cooperation with MSB (Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency), with focus on updating texts on their website “sakerhetspolitik.se”, also continued in 2014. Between January and March 2014, UCDP had four interns handling GIS (Geographic Information Systems)-related tasks. Nicklas Fredriksson, Tahsin Korkmaz, Krystyna Gajewska and Karolina Lenner helped UCDP develop maps and visualizations of the geo-data. The interns were part of a re-training program run by Arbetsförmedlingen. Furthermore, UCDP had one fulltime intern, Garoun Engström, during the spring semester and one intern on 40%, Johanna Lechner, during the autumn semester. Both interns worked with the geographical coding of conflicts. Below follows a point-wise outline of UCDP’s activities throughout 2014. Research Funding Applications submitted UCDP applied for an infrastructure grant from Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (RJ) for the project “Facilitating Data Visualization and Extraction: A New Platform for the Uppsala Conflict Data Program”. The principal investigator was Dr. Margareta Sollenberg. UCDP submitted another infrastructure proposal to Vetenskapsrådet for “Complementary grant for ‘Uppsala Conflict Database, GIS and micro-data on armed violence’”. The principal investigator was Dr. Margareta Sollenberg. Grants received Both applications received funding; the RJ grant amounting to 2 414 000 SEK for the years 20152016 and the VR grant amounting to 1 358 000 SEK to be spent by the end of 2016. Updated datasets UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset v.4-2014, 1946 – 2013 was released on 12 June 2014. An updated version, UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset v.4-2014a, 1946 – 2013, was released on 2 December 2014. UCDP Battle-Related Deaths Dataset v.5-2014, 1989-2013 was released on 12 June 2014.



UCDP Dyadic Dataset v. 1-2014, 1946 - 2013 was released on 12 June 2014. UCDP Actor Dataset v.2.2-2014 was released on 19 June 2014. UCDP Non-State Conflict Dataset v. 2.5-2014, 1989-2013 was released on 19 June 2014. UCDP One-sided Violence Dataset v 1.4-2014, 1989-2013 was released on 19 June 2014. Media Appearances in the media - Peter Wallensteen was interviewed by Swedish TV on the topic of Syria on 2 January. - Peter Wallensteen discussed the Uppsala Year of Peace together with Stefan Parkman on 2 January in a session aired by Radio Uppland. - Peter Wallensteen was interviewed by Swedish Radio, Studio 1, on the topic of mediation on 22 January. - Therese Pettersson was interviewed on the topic of war and conflict by Swedish Radio, Chanel P3, Knyckare, on 25 February. - Therese Pettersson was cited in Spanish language Reforma Mexico on 25 February on the capture of “el Chapo”. - Lotta Themnér was interviewed by Swedish Radio, Studio 1, on the topic of Boko Haram on 26 February. - Johan Broshe was interviewed by the newspaper Dagen on the conflict in South Sudan. The article, “Kristen frigörelse blev etniskt krig” (roughly: “Christian liberation turned into ethnic war”) was published on 27 February. - Stina Högbladh was interviewed by Pax In Nuce. The article, “Surrounded on all Sides: The Effects of Environmental Degradation on Third Party Interventions” was published on 3 March. - Peter Wallensteen was interviewed by Swedish Radio, God Morgon Världen, on the topic of conflict resolution on 19 March. - Therese Pettersson was interviewed by Swedish Radio, Chanel P3, Knyckare, on 14 April. - Lotta Themnér was consulted by Dagens Nyheter for a special feature article on data on armed conflict on 10 May. - Peter Wallensteen was interviewed by BizArt (cultural magazine) in May on the topic of the Uppsala Year of Peace. - Stina Högbladh was interviewed by TT/UNT on 24 October. - Peter Wallensteen was interview by Swedish Radio on 15 August on the topic of Sweden’s 200 years of peace. - Johan Brosché analysed the civil war in South Sudan in Voice of Russia’s Burning Point on 17 December. - Johan Brosché and Ralph Sundberg wrote a piece for Svenska Dagbladet published on 22 December, titled “Katastrof i Sydsudan måste förhindras” (roughly “Necessity to prevent South Sudanese disaster”). - Johan Brosché analysed the civil war in South Sudan in TV4’s News broadcast on 24 December.



-



Johan Brosché also analysed the South Sudanese civil war in SR’s Studio 1 radio broadcast on 27 December. Stina Högbladh was interviewed by Greenpeace Magazine in December 2014. The article was published in January 2015.



Media referring to UCDP (selected) - “Al-Qaeda hasn’t gone away, and is gaining”, USA Today, 2014-01-08 - “¿Son las guerras actuales más mortíferas que hace 100 años?”, BBC Mundo, 2014-02-13 - “Senaste nytt om Ukraina-krisen”, Svenska Dagbladet, 2014-04-17 - ”Africa: Illicit Activities Impact on Peace and Security”, All Africa, 2014-05-27 - ““Mantener la paz y la seguridad internacionales” o por qué no funciona la ONU”, Forum Libertas.com, 2014-06-27 - ”Don’t Forget the pen After the War”, Huffington Post, 2014-07-03 - “Fewer wars, fewer people dying in wars now than in quite some time, Glenn Beck writer claims”, Tampa Bay Times, 2014-07-21 - “State of the World’s Wars”, Huffington Post, 2014-07-24 - “Las vítimas diarias de los conflictos “sin luces” quintuplican a las de Gaza”, Perfil.com, 2014-08-02 - “Guerras sin ’glamour’”, Perfil.com, 2014-08-05 - “Krieg in 140 Zeichen”, Deutsche Welle, 2014-08-08 - ”Världen åter på väg att bli våldsammare”, Svenska Dagbladet, 2014-09-20 - “Your Tuesday Briefing”, The New York Times, 2014-12-30 - “Despite perceptions, the world actually became safer in 2014”, Toronto Star, 2014-12-31 Lectures, presentations, visits and teaching - Peter Wallensteen held a presentation on the topic of the Uppsala Year of Peace, at the Regina Theatre, Uppsala, on 18 January. - Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture as part of the Master course on International Conflict Resolution on conflict trends on 22 January. - Peter Wallensteen held a presentation for the United Nations Mediation Support Unit, New York, on UCDP and particular crises, including Nagorno-Karabach, on 27 January. - Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture on the topic of International Conflict Resolution for the Master Program on 31 January. - Peter Wallensteen Peter gave a lecture at Uplands Nation, Uppsala, on peace, conflict trends, and the UN on 8 February. - Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture as part of the Master course on International Conflict Resolution focused on mediation in Bougainville on 12 February. - Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture on Peace and Freedom of Expression, Uppsala City Year of Peace, Conference on Freedom of Expression on 12 February. - Peter Wallensteen gave a speech about the Uppsala Year of Peace in UKK, Uppsala on 12 February. The speech focused particularly on freedom of speech and peace. - Peter Wallensteen gave comments on the developments in Ukraine, at Carolina Rotary Club, Uppsala, on 13 February. - Stina Högbladh presented UCDP data at Otago University, New Zealand on 13 February.



-



-



-



-



-



Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture on conflict trends at the Rotary Club, Sigtuna, on 20 February. Lotta, Peter and Sam met with TT-representatives on 21 February and presented UCDP and the encyclopedia. Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture as part of the Master course on International Conflict Resolution, on UN and regional organizations in peacemaking on 24 February. Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture to Föreningen för filosofi och specialvetenskap, Uppsala, at Göteborgs Nation, on the topics of the peace year, peace, and peace research on 24 February. Peter Wallensteen, together with Håvard Hegre, gave a speech about conflict trends, history and prognosis, for the DPCR Alumni Association, Uppsala, on 26 February. Stina Högbladh held an open lecture at Otago University New Zealand with focus of introducing UCDP data 27 February. Lotta Themnér and Stina Högbladh gave a presentation of UCDP and GED at a SIPRI workshop on 27 March. The focus on the workshop was “Data Limitations in Conflict Research: Overcoming the Status Quo and Building for the Future”. Peter Wallensteen gave a speech on the topic of lessons from peace processes at an OSCE Network seminar honoring Rolf Ekeus on 1 April. Peter Wallensteen gave a speech on the topic of Conflict Analysis at a PhD seminar focusing on International Relations at Stockholm University on 2 April. Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture about conflict data at a Refresher course for High School teachers at Uppsala University on 4 April. Peter Wallensteen gave the John W. Burton Annual Lecture at the University of Kent, Canterbury on 8 April. The lecture focused on conflict analysis. Peter Wallensteen held a seminar on the UCDP conflict Encyclopedia at the University of Kent, Canterbury on 9 April. Stina Högbladh gave a lecture about UCDP at Tiundaskolan in Uppsala on 9 April. Peter Wallensteen gave a presentation on conflict trends for the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, for the work on the European Institute of Peace, on 23 April. Peter Wallensteen gave a lecture about understanding conflict resolution for PASA, a Sida-Uppsala University educational program, Uppsala, on 6 May. He also led a Peace Walk for the PASA participants in Uppsala the same day. Samuel Taub held a PASA lecture with the focus of introducing UCDP on 8 May. Peter Wallensteen gave a speech on conflict trends for the Knivsta Rotary Club on 9 May. Peter Wallensteen gave an introductory talk to the International Performance Festival, Frictions, Uppsala, on Artistic Expressions and Peacebuilding on 14 May. Marie Allansson held a lecture with the title “Small Arms and Light Weapons in Iraq” for the A-course of Development Studies on 23 May. The lecture also included an introduction to UCDP. Peter Wallensteen gave a public speech on peace in connection to OD’s serenade concert on 2 June. Peter Wallensteen gave a presentation (via skype) on conflict trends for the board of Kvinna-till-kvinna on 4 June.



-



-



-



-



-



-



-



Peter Wallensteen gave the Commencement address at the graduation ceremony for the Master students (peace and conflict studies), Uppsala, on 5 June. He also gave a speech later in the evening during the commencement dinner. Peter Wallensteen gave a speech for the UNITAR-IPI fellowship program on conflict prevention, Oslo, on 1 July. Peter Wallensteen was interviewed on stage by Ralph Sundberg during the open-air concert “Uppsala Peace Party” on 15 August. Ralph Sundberg, Maria Greek and Marie Allansson represented UCDP in the so called “aktörstorget” and answered questions about UCDP and the department. Peter Wallensteen was the Key-Note speaker at the Conference on the Memory of the First World War, Maribor, Slovenia, on 22 August. The speech focused on Quality Peace, Societas Ethica. Samuel Taub held a lecture on UCDP data for the A-course in Peace and Conflict Studies on 4 September. Samuel Taub held a lecture on the UCDP Conflict Encyclopedia for the A-course in Peace and Conflict Studies on 2 October. Peter Wallensteen gave a speech in connection to a concert by the Uppsala Academic Choir in the Mission Church in Uppsala on 4 October. Samuel Taub held a lecture on UCDP data for the Master in Peace and Conflict Studies on 6 October. Samuel Taub held a lecture on UCDP data for the European Network for Conflict Research (ENCoRe) on 16 October. Stina Högbladh and Erik Melander gave a presentation of the UCDP for Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (RJ) on 17 October. Peter Wallensteen launched the translated version (into Chinese) of his book Peace Research on 29 October. The book launch took place in Beijing, China and is printed by the Peking University Press. Maria Greek held a lecture on the UCDP Conflict Encyclopedia and data collection, with special focus on Syria and Sudan, at Viktor Rydbergs Gymnasium, Stockholm, on 14 November. Margareta Sollenberg gave a lecture with the title “Introduction to UCDP: focusing on data collection using media sources” for the Master level course “Journalism and International Conflicts”, Södertörns Högskola, on 20 November. The lecture was held at the department. Peter Wallensteen gave the Key-Note speech on social science and the study of war, at the School of Social Sciences, Uppsala University 50th anniversary, on 5 December. Peter Wallensteen gave a speech with the title “Global Trends in War and Peace” at Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 26 December.



Awards - Peter Wallensteen was awarded Svenska Freds’ (Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society) Peace Prize on 1 January. At the award ceremony in the University’s Main Auditorium, he spoke about UCDP in thanking. Jan Eliasson also mentioned UCDP in his talk.



-



Peter Wallensteen was honored by H.R.H King Carl Gustaf for prominent achievements within the field of peace and conflict studies on 11 June.



Participation in conferences, seminars and workshops - Several staff members met with Sabine Otto, PhD student at University of Konstanz, who visited the UCDP 20-30 January, to work on a dataset building on UCDP data, ‘History of Armed Actors/groups Dataset’ (HAAD). - Peter participated in a breakfast conversation on peace and Kant’s Perpetual Peace, with Rebecka Lettevall at the Regina Theatre, Uppsala on 13 February. - Samuel Taub, Marie Allansson, Mihai Croicu, Therese Pettersson participated in the ISA Annual conference in Toronto on 26-29 March. UCDP had a booth in the exhibition hall. - Peter Wallensteen moderated a panel on development and security, arranged by SIPRI and the Stockholm Forum on 28 March. - Margareta Sollenberg participated in the European Network for Conflict Research (ENCoRe) workshop in Istanbul on 24-27 April, representing UCDP in the ENCoRe Management Committee and ENCoRe Working Group 1, ‘Dataset coordination’. - Several staff members from UCDP participated in a meeting with Svensk Nationell Dataservice in Uppsala on 15 May. - Together with Håvard Hegre, Erik Melander organized the workshop “Collecting and Analyzing Conflict Event Data” in Uppsala on 30 May, with participants from several European countries. - Peter Wallensteen participated in a panel on mediation for peace, arranged by Folke Bernadotte Academy, in Visby (Almedalen) on 3 July. - Stina Högbladh participated in a meeting in Edinburgh on peace agreements on 3-6 July. - Peter Wallensteen met with the Parliamentary Committee from Japan during its visit to the department on 30 July. A discussion on autonomy, Russia, etc. was held with the committee. - Peter Wallensteen led the Philosophy Breakfast at the Regina Theatre in Uppsala on 30 September. The topic was Machiavelli and Peace. - Peter Wallensteen participated in a public panel on the Ukraine crisis, arranged by Uppsala University, on 1 October. - Peter Wallensteen participated in a panel, arranged by the Ernest and Young consultancy firm, on 3 October. The panel was held during the Risk Conference in Stockholm. - Margareta Sollenberg was the primary organizer (together with Joakim Kreutz) of the European Network for Conflict Research (ENCoRe) workshop in Uppsala on 16-18 October. She also represented the UCDP in the ENCoRe Management Committee and as the leader of ENCoRe Working Group 1, ‘Dataset coordination’. - Peter Wallensteen participated in a panel on PAM and future work, arranged by the Advisory Council at the Kroc Institute, Notre Dame, on 21 November. - Erik Melander represented UCDP in the workshop “Monitoring Violence in Asia: Indonesia’s National Violence Monitoring System and Experiences from Thailand and the Philippines” on 2-4 December, Jakarta, Indonesia.



- Peter Wallensteen and Isak Svensson participated in a seminar at the Ministry for Foreign -



Affairs (UD) in Stockholm, on the planned European Institute of Peace and its possible functions on 16 December. Mihai Croicu visited the University of Konstanz in July, participating in a project on automating parts of the data collection process through the use of advanced computational linguistics tools (such as machine learning and natural language processing).



International cooperation Continued cooperation with the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame, USA, notably its Projects on the Peace Accords Matrix and Quality Peace. UCDP is a core partner in the European Network for Conflict Research (ENCoRe), funded by the European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) [European Union]. The Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO), ETH Zurich and University of Konstanz are examples of institutes that the UCDP has increased cooperation with within the ENCoRe network. 2014 employees Marie Allansson Gökhan Ciflikli Mihai Croicu Garoun Engström Maria Greek Helena Grusell Stina Högbladh Gabrielle Lövquist Erik Melander Therese Pettersson Susanne Schaftenaar Christopher Shay Margareta Sollenberg Ralph Sundberg Samuel Taub Lotta Themnér Peter Wallensteen Per Åsberg Publications (by members of UCDP) Book Chapters Melander, Erik. 2014. “Civil War” in The Encyclopedia of Political Thought, edited by Michael Gibbons. John Wiley & Sons. Peter Wallensteen 2014. ”Uppsala konfliktdataprogram 35 år - från nattliga radioinspelning till sekundsnabb nerladdning” i Bolkéus Blom, Mattias och Lars Magnusson (red) Samhällsvetenskapliga fakulteten vid Uppsala universitet 50 år, 1964-2014. Uppsala: Uppsala universitet, s 39-52.



Journal Articles Themnér, Lotta & Peter Wallensteen (2014) ‘Armed conflict, 1946-2013.’. Journal of Peace Research 51(4). Themnér, Lotta and Peter Wallensteen 2014. Patterns or organized violence, 2003-12, SIPRI Yearbook 2014: Armaments, Disarmament and International Security, Oxford University Press, pp 7092. Conference Papers Nilsson, Desirée and Erik Melander. (2014) Finding Peace among Former Foes: Quality Peace after Civil War Endings. Presented at the 49th Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, March 26-29, Toronto, Canada. Croicu, Mihai and Joakim Kreutz. (2014) Estimating the Chinese view on protest with sentiment analysis of Xinhua news reports in Chinese and English. Presented at the 49th Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, March 26-29, Toronto, Canada.



Publications, using UCDP data (selected)



Journal articles Basedau, Matthias; Pierskalla, Jan Henryk (2014) “How ethnicity conditions the effect of oil and gas on civil conflict: A spatial analysis of Africa from 1990 to 2010”, Political Geography, Volume: 38, Pages: 1-11 Eck, Kristine (2014) “The law of the land Communal conflict and legal authority” Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 51(4) 441–454 Fjelde, Hanne & Gudrun Østby (2014) “Socioeconomic Inequality and Communal Conflict: A Disaggregated Analysis of Sub-Saharan Africa, 1990–2008”, International Interactions: Empirical and Theoretical Research in International Relations Greig J. Michael (2014) “Rebels at the Gates: Civil War Battle Locations, Movement, and Openings for Diplomacy”, International Studies Quarterly 1–14 Hodler, Roland Paul A. Raschky (2014) “Economic shocks and civil conflict at the regional level” Economics Letters http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.econlet.2014.07.027 Reed M. Wood and Jacob D. Kathman (2014) “Stopping the Killing During the “Peace”: Peacekeeping and the Severity of Postconflict Civilian Victimization”, Foreign Policy Analysis 1-21 Reed M. Wood and Jacob D. Kathman (2014). “Too Much of a Bad Thing? Civilian Victimization and Bargaining in Civil War”, British Journal of Political Science, 44, pp 685-706 Magazines Pinker, Steven and Andrew Mack (2014). “The World is not Falling Apart” Slate Magazine, 201412-22
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