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BRONX



New Americans Welcome Center



BRONX NEW AMERICANS SPRING’S TOWARDS WELLNESS! ADDRESSING COMMUNITY



Bronx NAWC held a community event on th Saturday May 4 at Glebe Senior Center. A total of 151 community members attended the event! The event was held in collaboration with a total of 15 community partners. The purpose of the event was to connect our community members with much needed resources and information with a goal of self improvement. At the event participants we were able to receive free health screenings, which included mammogram, blood pressure exam, and rapid HIV & Hep C exams. In addition to the free health screenings, event participants also received information on how to obtain library cards, workers rights, how to apply for college and benefits counseling.



NAWC Family



In Collaboration With: Bronx Community College - Monroe College - Parkchester New York Public Library - Health First NY H & R Block - NYC Commission on Human Rights - Premier Home Health Care - Rx Apple American Italian Cancer Foundation - Walgreens - Avon - NYC Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs NYC Department of Health - The Point CDC - NYC Housing Preservation + Development
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My Story



NAWC Spring Cycle Celebration & Literacy Zone Announcement



NAWC Family Events



Program Goal & Vision



.



Bronx New Americans: My Story



“I didn’t even know how to say Hi in English”-Silvia Jimenez “Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated individuals.” – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. My Story - Silvia Jimenez My Name is Silvia Jimenez and I want to share my story of how everything began with NAWC. I arrived at the community center heart-broken because I just lost my little sister and had to take custody of my niece and nephew. "I knew I was going to be involved with their school and in parent teacher conferences and I didn’t even know how to say "Hi" in English. When I went to the center I learned a new language with the help of NAWC staff. Now I know how to read and write with the help they gave me and my family encouraging me. I know that if I keep learning and going to the center that, I will be a better reader and writer".



Silvia Jimenez (left) at NAWC Spring Cycle Celebration
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My Story - Rowshon Choudhury "I am Rowshon Choudhury, I am from Bangladesh. I take the Conversation and Intermediate level English class at The NAWC. The NAWC has helped me improve my listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Because of the NAWC I am no longer afraid to speak, to make friends to feel comfortable here In the U.S. I needed to learn English for my job, to go to the doctors and to shop for food and now I can because of the center. The NAWC is a good place to be, everyone is helpful, they care about their students. I hope to one day speak English fluently and obtain a better job".



Rowshon Choudhury and her Uncle.



Literacy Zone The NAWC has recently been awarded NYSED Funding Anticipation and uncertainties are hallmark ofwill relocation. Thatthe and done, there are still the anticipation and more ? establish a Literacy Zone beginning in Uncertainties arethe the hallmark of relocation. That done, there are still anticipation and more done, there are still the anticipation. July. -The additional funding will allow the NAWC to offer Free ESL, Uncertainties arethe the hallmark of GED relocation. That done, there are still anticipation and more done, there are still the anticipation. Prep, Family Literacy and Computer Anticipation and uncertainties are ofstill relocation. That done,hallmark there are thethe anticipation and more ? Literacy/Job Readiness courses. Anticipation and uncertainties are hallmark of relocation. Thatthe done, there are still the anticipation and more ?



Uncertainties arethe the hallmark of relocation. That done, there are still anticipation and more done, there are still the anticipation.



-In addition to providing service to new comers and most vulnerable Uncertainties arethe the hallmark of relocation. That done, there are still anticipation and more done, communities in there are still the anticipation. the Bronx. 3



NAWC Spring Cycle Celebration th



NAWC Spring Cycle Celebration - Wednesday June 19 2013 The NAWC celebrated the completion of It’s Spring Cycle at our Bronx Y branch on Wednesday June 19th 2013. A total of 153 students and family members attended the event under clear skies and a beautiful view of our East River. The purpose of the event was to celebrate the achievements of our students this cycle. Students were given certificates of completion, best attendance and most improved. In addition a total of 30 New U.S. Citizens were celebrated for their achievement of passing their naturalization exam this year. The event not only celebrates accomplishment, but also encourages participants to continue on their path towards improvement. Students were also encouraged to bring a dish they could share with their fellow students. The night began with food, then continued with music and dancing and concluded with the accomplishment & recognition ceremony.



U.S. Civics/Citizenship class
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NAWC Students Dancing



Building our Community one Person at a time NAWC Students Prepping food during the event



Conversational English Class



NAWC Family



NAWC Students



To Register For Bronx YMCA New Americans Welcome Center Please contact: (917)673-8688 or (917)721-0748



NAWC Family Event The NAWC has been at the forefront of offering opportunities to its community. Our services not only include offering top class ESL, GED, Computer Literacy & U.S. Civics programs, but also connected its participants to resources and meeting their needs or services not readily available.
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NAWC Family Event Yankees V. Blue Jays - Friday May 17 2013 Back on May 17th The NAWC participated in a family event to Yankee Stadium. On this night, 120 NAWC students and family members had the opportunity of watching The N.Y. Yankees play against The Toronto Blue Jays. For some this had been one of many trips to the stadium, but for others this was their first time ever watching a baseball game live and in person. The NAWC and its staff strive to offer an experience to its participants they could not have otherwise. Through a group sale opportunity, many students were able to afford to bring their entire family to a Yankees game. These events encourage students to participate in family bonding activities and also be involved in their community. The NAWC plans on participating in more similar events; we are scheduled to visit the Bronx Zoo in August.



The Betances Family



NAWC Students enjoy their field level seats



Kimberly Betances had this to say about her visit to Yankee Stadium:



Bronx New Americans: NAWC Family Events cont…



““We hope that our children can one day strive for their dreams”-Ruben Arce NAWC Family Event Broadway Show Cinderella th Tuesday May 28 2013 Through a partnership with The Broadway League, The NAWC was able to take 50 students and family members to see Cinderella on Broadway. Everyone was happy to be at the event, as this served as the first time for many watching a Broadway production. Because of The Broadway League’s “Family First Nights” program, The NAWC received discounted tickets to the show. The show was very entertaining said many, but what made the show special was the opportunity of meeting all cast members to interview them. “We hope that our children can one day strive for their dreams and succeed at what they do, attending a Broadway show may be the start for many” said NAWC Coordinator Ruben Arce.



NAWC Students in front of The Broadway Theatre



To Learn More About Bronx YMCA New Americans Welcome Center Please contact: (917)673-8688 or (917)721-0748 5



A NAWC Family had this to say about their experience:



YMCA New Americans Initiative 5 West 63rd Street; 2nd Floor New York, NY 10023 (212) 875-4336 www.ymcanewamericans.org Program Goal and Vision: by Dio Gica The Goals and Vision of the New Americans Welcome Centers Program Goal and Vision: The YMCA of Greater New York is committed to serving the immigrant population of the City, and, in response to their needs, has opened New Americans Welcome Centers to help immigrants achieve literacy, cultural competence, and self-sufficiency. In 2013, the YMCA will have open Welcome Centers in areas where immigrant communities are most underserved. The Chinatown, Staten Island, Harlem, Prospect Park, Flushing and Bronx YMCAs have already served their communities through these centers. In line with its commitment to better serve the immigrant population of New York City, the YMCA of Greater New York is opening a sixth location to serve Queens, the Flushing YMCA New Americans Welcome Center. The goal of the YMCA is to be recognized by every New American as a “safe haven” that provides multilingual information, resources and referrals and a wide range of services (instructional,



vocational, recreational, and family support) that will help them attain their goals. The YMCA recognizes the need to build capacity and develop support and networks among new immigrants. As of the 2000 census, more than 35% of City’s residents are foreignborn and 43% of the City’s workforce are immigrants. Nearly 70% of the total immigrant population in New York speaks a language other than English. Within this group 23% do not speak English well and about 10% do not speak English at all. Most of these immigrants live in population clusters that are underserved for informational, education, recreational, vocational, advocacy and human services that the YMCA of Greater New York is in a position to provide directly as well as in collaboration with other human service and immigrant agencies.



Bronx YMCA New Americans Welcome Center at Glebe Senior Center 2125 dgiGlebe Ave. Bronx NY 10462



Jie Ling Chen, NAWC Program Coordinator [email protected] 212-219-8393



Ruben Arce, NAWC Program & Lit. Zone Director Coordinator [email protected] 917-673-8688



Stephanie Chan, NAWC Counselor [email protected] 212-219-8393



Tania Alor, NAWC Counselor [email protected] 917-721-0748 Chinatown YMCA New Americans Welcome enter at the Chinatown YMCA Beacon Center 100 Hester Street, New York, NY 10002
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Flushing YMCA New Americans Welcome Center at the Flushing YMCA Branch 138-46 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 11354 Kathy Liu, NAWC Program Coordinator [email protected] 718-551-9353



Program Components: The New Americans Welcome Centers serve as multilingual information resource and referral centers, and provide immigrant families with a wide array of instructional, vocational, recreational, family support, and social services. Instructional services include English as a Second Language, Cultural Orientation, Citizenship Preparation, Job Readiness, and Computer Literacy. In addition, some of our Centers offer Adult Literacy and GED preparation classes as well as Substance Abuse and Alcohol Prevention Counseling. For more information on the YMCA New Americans Welcome Centers, please contact Diosdado G. Gica, Executive Director of the YMCA’s International Y/New Americans Initiative, at 212875-4336, or



Harlem YMCA New Americans Welcome Center at the Harlem YMCA Outreach Center Thalia Kwok, NAWC Program Coordinator & Lit. Zone Director [email protected] 212-690-4024 Terita Givens, NAWC /Lit Zone Partnership Coordinator, [email protected] 212-690-4024



Joanna Zant, NAWC Counselor [email protected] 212-912-2378 Staten Island YMCA New Americans Welcome Center at the Staten Island YMCA Counseling Center Rachael Rinaldo, NAWC Program Coordinator 718-981-4382 Regina Marks, NAWC Program Counselor, [email protected] 718-981-4382, ext. 15



ELESAIR Project at the Prospect Park YMCA New Americans Association Office Welcome Center at the Prospect Park YMCA Branch 357 9th Street Brooklyn, NY 11215 5 West 63rd St., New York, NY 10023



Michelle Lam, NAWC Program Counselor Nabila Khan, NAWC Program Coordinator [email protected] 7180551-9351/9352 [email protected] 212-912-2375



Dio Gica, Executive Director, International Y/New Americans Initiative [email protected] 212-875-4336
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