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MUSTARD SEED An Answer to Someone’s Prayer Scott Swartzendruber



One Sunday in March, we saw pictures of a church in Haiti that received a new roof thanks to the money and construction help given by several people from our congregation. Some of the people who helped construct the new roof told me that the church had prayed for several years to get this project done. Through the excellent skill of the team from our congregation, the old roof was replaced in a matter of a few hours. The joy this brought to the church was tremendous because their prayers were answered after many years of praying. This answer to prayer was through the willingness and generosity of a group of people from our church. Due to what took place with the church in Haiti, I think this is a reminder to all of us to be faithful in praying for help in the areas of our lives where we need support. However, we also need to remember that God might be tapping us on the shoulder to help be the answer to someone else’s prayers.



As we all pray, let’s keep in mind that the answers may come from people who are willing to reach out with the love of Christ to those in need. What a tremendous blessing to realize that our actions are precisely what is needed, in some cases, in order to bring completion to someone’s prayer. Therefore, may we be more mindful of the ways in which God is leading us to bring joy into the lives of others.
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We are settled in Lüneburg, Germany.







I'm staying as long as God wants me.







There are things we can to do prepare our lives for growth.



Frank & Jane in Germany Frank Yoder We are settled in Lüneburg, Germany, and enjoying a milder winter than what you have in Iowa although by the time you read this, winter will hopefully only be a memory for you. The sun shines less often here but the temperatures are usually above freezing and the weather is quite variable. On the thirty minute bus ride to the university this morning, the sun shone, then it snowed, the sun shone again and as I walked to my office, it began to rain. Now the sun is shining. Lüneburg is about 30 minutes south of Hamburg so we are in far northern Germany at about the same latitude as the southern end of the Hudson Bay in Canada. The days are getting longer but when I arrived in early January, it remained dark until well after 8 am and got dark again around 4 pm. Like most German cities, Lüneburg is hundreds of years old and it is not unusual to see buildings that were built in the 1600s or even earlier. The downtown area of Lüneburg still retains it mediaeval character with attractive old buildings and since it was not destroyed in World War II, the buildings are mostly authentic and it is a major area tourist attraction. If you google Lüneburg, you will see examples of these buildings and the character of the city. Lüneburg is built over a salt deposit, a natural resource that made it a wealthy city in the years before refrigeration. Salt was an essential preservative for the fishing industry along the North Sea and the Baltic Sea which are only a short distance to the north. Mining salt brought wealth but it also created building problems as the ground began to settle into the voids created below. Some sections of Lüneburg now have old buildings that stand at all sorts of odd angles as walls jut out or lean in and doors and windows align in all sorts of unusual ways. It gives the town a certain charm although I imagine the buildings are a maintenance nightmare.
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Typical of most German cities, Lüneburg is not built for cars. Streets can be narrow and crooked and Germans generally do not tear down houses and other buildings to make the streets wider to accommodate more traffic. Pedestrians and bicyclists are king and always have the right of way. It is not unusual to see well-dressed adults who look like bank presidents or business owners riding bicycles to work each morning. The downtown area of Lüneburg is almost completely vehicle free which makes it a very nice place to stroll and take in the sights. Public transportation is very good and with buses and trains; it is very easy to get from our apartment to downtown Hamburg which is about 30 miles away. One reason public transportation functions so well is because the population density is many times greater than in Iowa. Germany has over 600 people per square mile while Iowa has just over 50 people per square mile. This makes a difference in the way Germans use energy and resources. Germany imports almost all raw materials, including energy. The natural resource they do have in abundance is coal although some of that is brown, soft coal which is very dirty. Gasoline costs about three to four times what it costs in the US so driving is expensive. Their houses tend to be smaller but they are usually very well constructed, using mostly masonry instead of wood. They chuckle at our construction methods and wonder why we build houses that will just burn down. Germans have a reputation for order and obeying authority. Like most generalizations, this should not be applied to everyone who is German but also like most generalizations, there is often a kernel of truth in this. One sees this in small ways in everyday happenings. For example, Germans will normally stand at a crosswalk and wait for the green light before they cross the streets, regardless of whether a car is in sight or not. In Iowa City, such lights are treated casually and with indifference although the population is students who are by their nature a bit disobedient so it may not be a fair comparison. (Cont. on Page 3)



Congratulations! These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. Birthday: Barbara Bender,



April 3



Quentin Miller,



April 30



Anniversary: Art & Fern Bachmann, 58 years, April 7 Ed & Marge Hershberger 55 years, April 17



Men’s Bible Study Opportunity We have been blessed by a man who is willing to lead a men’s small group. It is a great opportunity for men in our church to grow closer to God and to each other. If you are interested in this group, please contact Dawn Wyse, 656-4575. This group will be meeting early in the morning (6:30ish). It is early and may require caffeine, but it will be worth the effort.



(Frank & Jane in Germany cont. from page 2) Grocery stores can be a bit terrifying when one is used to the casual atmosphere at JW’s. Since kitchens and refrigerators are small, one shops every day. Here, the checkout line is about efficiency and speed and customer service means the customer provides the service.



plore. It is easy to get lost walking around Lüneburg so she spent part of her first week just trying to find the grocery store. Next week, she will travel to Munich to visit Ellen Dänzer who lived with us when she attended IMS. Some of you will remember Ellen. In mid-April, Jane plans to visit the flower show in Amsterdam and do some sightseeing along the way. Laura is studying in London this spring so she will visit us for about a week in early April and we will all spend Easter with my German sister and her husband near Stuttgart in southern Germany. Although my German parents have died, the rest of my German siblings still live in or near the small village of Unterschützen where I spent a year in 1969-70 as an exchange student (you can ask Brian Herschberger about Unterschützen because he has been there). I was able to make a quick visit to Unterschützen in February and celebrate the birthday of my other German sister which was very nice.



Carry-out bags are not provided, you bag your own groceries, and carryout service does not exist; you are on your own. The people running the scanners and registers are programmed for speed and the groceries fly across the scanner at a lightening pace and go into a very small holding area. You, the customer, are required to bag your groceries quickly as well as be ready with the money as soon as the checker gives you the amount. Doing this in another language only increases the stress. Jane has to gather her courage before grocery shopping because counting out change while the checkout lady and other customers are waiting impaSo long and as the Germans would say, alles gutes. tiently can be very intimidating. I stay busy teaching but Jane has time to travel and ex-
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THE PLACES GOD BRINGS YOU: THE PHILIPPINES Larissa Wyse (THIS WAS ORIGINALLY PART OF A BLOG WRITTEN BY LARISSA. EDITOR)



A long time ago, well January, in a land far, far away, Goshen, Indiana, I was not looking forward to going to the Philippines. I thought it would be a great trip and all and I knew God would work through me, it's just I really wanted to go to Bolivia so that I could use my Spanish that I learned in school. I also had no money to come. But as always, God provided in full. A few people from my church fully funded my two week trip with my discipleship program to the Philippines. I was blessed.



me. I've felt true joy here and that is something that has been lacking in my life. My skill sets are also useful here. It's kind of strange here because of their standard of beauty. What they find beautiful is white skin and pointy noses and light colored hair and eyes. So everyone is always staring at me because I'm very, very white. They also ask if I'm married or have a boyfriend :) But it also means that when I speak I know that they are paying attention.



Once I got here I felt God's presence, that must sound strange but it's just what it was. I immediately started praying about staying longer and I asked God for three people to tell me to stay including the lady in charge of the Bible School where we were staying. The first week we were here, we went on a mission trip with the first year students to a small village. Each day we would help build a church in the morning and then in the afternoon we would go out evangelizing to the village and each night we would have a service where we got to share the gospel with many people. The following week we started to help build a dining hall for the students at ACBS (Asia Center for Biblical Studies), the place we were staying, and I had five people tell me that I should stay including the lady in charge. So I talked with Josh and Eddie and we cancelled my flight but we couldn't get any money back. Josh and Eddie and the rest of the Souled Out team went back to the States to continue the discipleship program and their ministry and I am in the Philippines with a new ministry.



Since the Souled Out team left I have worked at another orphanage in a small village to learn how to set up a new one. We have attended and had chances to speak at many churches and services throughout the Majayjay area of the Philippines. My parents were a little worried at first but I think they've come to accept that this is where God wants
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The students at the school are amazing! They are helping me learn Tagalog. They each have incredible testimonies that always amaze me that they ended up following God because their lives have not been easy in any sense of the word. But they have taught me joy. They are the happiest, most friendly people I have ever come into contact with. I'm not sure how long I'm staying here, but I'm staying as long as God wants me and I know He will supply all of my needs! Thanks for all of your prayers and support, even if you think I'm insane, which I probably am. God Bless!



IN PURSUIT Dawn Wyse



Growth has been on my mind a lot lately. Growth of different kinds. We are entering into Spring so that means that we will be setting up our greenhouse at the store before long. To prepare for that I need to have in place all the things to help the plants to grow. I need to sharpen my pruners, make sure my hose and sprayer is in good shape, prepare the tent, get a heater for the cold nights of early Spring, and the list goes on. However, if these things aren’t done the plants in my care will not continue to grow properly until they finally get to their home. The same is true of us as Christians. We need to prepare to grow because growing is what we are called to do. Luke 6:40b tells us that when we are fully trained we will be like our teacher. Christ is our teacher. Our goal is to be like Christ. To not grow is not an option. The question is how do we prepare ourselves and our surroundings so that we have the best opportunity for growth.



Just like there are things I can do to prepare my greenhouse for growth, there are things we can to do prepare our lives for growth as well. There are many ways we can do this, because God is limitless in the ways He can work. I will share three situations we can place ourselves in to encourage growth. The credit goes to to Ada Bible Church for their part in this. Through their 6 week sermon series these growth spots came into focus for me. These three areas are the row, the circle and the chair. Any one of these areas can promote growth in certain parts of our Christian life, but if we will implement all three areas we will grow not only quicker but in a more balanced way. The row would be considered like a church service setting. It is when you are in a community of believers listening as a group to the truths of God. There isn’t any interaction among the people in the row but there is a unity in that all are taking in the same lessons.



Examples of this would be Christ giving the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew or Christ giving the Sermon on the Plain in Luke. Scripture affirms this in Luke 6:46-47 which says that we are to hear God’s Words and put them into action. James 1:2-25 tells us that we are to be hearing God’s Word in such a way that it leads to action/obedience. A key factor here would be that whomever is speaking needs to be speaking God’s Words and not man’s which is why partnering the circle and the chair with the row can be helpful. The circle could be called a small group. It would be 3-15 people gathering with a spiritual emphasis, challenging and being challenged to grow in their relationships with God, each other and the world. Christ didn’t show us a life of solitude. He chose twelve disciples. He sent out the disciples in pairs. We are called to take the plank out of our eye so we can help another to take the speck out of their eye. John 13:34-35 explains that we will be known as His disciples if we have love for one another. Acts 2:42-27 is an example of this. Ecclesiates 4:9-12 says “Two are better than one, a threefold cord is not easily broken.” Romans 15:14 tells us to be filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. The Christian life is not singular. We are to be building each other up. We are to be making sure everyone is growing. We are each other’s support network. We should not be neglecting our part in that responsibility. But we also need to allow others to help us grow. We need them to reach our full potential in Christ. Christ designed it that way. We cannot do it alone. So how do we prepare for our place in the community of Christ?



That would be the chair. The chair is your one on one time with God. This is the place where God helps you to work on taking the plank out of your eye. This is where you renew your mind. (Romans 12:1-2) This is where God will make your ways straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6) We cannot make our own ways straight. Only God can do this, but He needs time alone with you to do His Work. (Cont. on page 6)
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SISTER CARE APRIL 17-18, 2015 KALONA MENNONITE CHURCH Sister Care Seminars provide women with tools for ongoing personal healing, recognizing and celebrating God’s grace in their lives, and responding more confidently and effectively to the needs of others in their families, congregations, and communities. Our leaders will be Rhoda Keener, co-director of Mennonite Women USA and Carolyn Heggen. Rhoda lives in Shippensburg, PA and Carolyn lives in Corvallis, OR. They have both worked extensively in healing ministries in the church and in the mental health field. Sister Care Seminars are a ministry of Mennonite Women USA and have been shared with more than 3,000 women around the world. Topics Include: Claiming my identity as God’s beloved, caring for self and others, compassionate listening, transforming loss and grief. Schedule: 7-9:00 PM Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM Saturday Register by email, phone or regular mail. Registration forms are on the foyer table. Women of all ages are invited! Bring friends! __________________________________________________________________________________



(In Pursuit cont. from page 5) The row, the circle and the chair work together. The row brings you and others good information and challenge. The circle and chair can help you to process this information. In Acts 17:11 the Bereans are commended for searching the scriptures daily to make sure what they were being told was actually true. Time alone with God and His Word in the chair as well as time in the circle with other believers can do this. The row brings common ground to the circle as well as things to process alone with God in the chair. The chair helps you to grow so you can understand on a deeper level what is presented in the row and it can also help you to hone skills that improve the relationships in the circle. What I am saying is that the row, the circle and the chair work separately and together for optimum growth in us as God’s children. Here’s my challenge for you. Take a step back and look at your Christian life. Are you putting yourself into position to have the best growth possible? Do you spend time in a row learning more about God’s plan for your life as His child? Do you have a circle with a spiritual emphasis? (Many of us have circles that are great
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for friends, fun or work, but the spiritual doesn’t enter into it or at least not very often.) Do you make time to sit in the chair alone with God? Does this time have priority or does it easily get squeezed out of your daily schedule? Once you know where you are, I challenge you to do something to better prepare your Christian life for growth. Maybe you will commit a part of your day to time alone with God. Or possibly you will seek out a circle? (Remember a circle need not be big. It just needs a spiritual focus.) Maybe, you will want to work on your time in the row. It could be you want to take notes to improve the time, or it could be you just need to set the alarm clock 10 minutes earlier so that you arrive there in a better frame of mind? I don’t know what you will choose to do, but I pray that you will choose to do something to prepare for improved growth. Growth is not optional in God’s economy. Everything you do is either a step closer to God or a step away. My prayer is that we will all take more steps closer than we take steps away. As always, in pursuit….



WHAT’S HAPPENING Ed V. & Carol Miller



“Those April showers will come your way” ---what a great song and a wonderful promise after a long winter! Now for the news.



waii. They cruised around the islands & had a wonderful time seeing all the sights. Welcome home.



The Yoder siblings spent several weeks together in Florida celebrating Christmas in March! Elmer Yoder, Fred Yoder, & Mim Nisly were three of the five sibs that enjoyed the warm sunshine at Sanibel Island, which is on the gulf side. And of course the spouses were along as well for a grand total of ten. What a nice way to celebrate Christmas!



The Hesston College Larks Men’s Basketball team defeated Kansas City Kansas Community College 77-69 Saturday, March 7, at the Region



Seneca Fisher won the “American Legion Fire Fighter of the Year” award. He is a volunteer firefighter in Anamosa, Iowa. He works for Alliant Energy as a Journey Lineman. Seneca is the son of Dan & Julie Fisher. Congratulations! VI Finals and advanced to the NJCAA National Tournament in Danville, Illinois, March 17-21. According to the Hesston College e-mail, there were 500 fans that cheered on the Larks in the Region VI championship game at Wichita State University’s Koch Arena. The Larks men’s BB team is making its first national tournament appearance since 1990. Peyton Thompson plays shooting guard for the Larks. He is the son of Todd & Sherri Thompson. Congratulations!



The Troy & Jenny Roth Family hosted a 7th grade student from Japan. His name is Taiyo Enosawa and he “shadowed” Cole as they attended 8th grade together at Mid-Prairie Middle School for three weeks. What a great way to broaden ones horizons and better understand this world we live in. Good job Roth Family!



Well, my March Madness Bracket got busted the very first day of the Men’s NCAA Basketball Tournament. Carol was doing quite well, but I was in last place! I have since moved up one notch into 54th place in the Chris Miller BB Pool. I have to tell you, I have not seen so many red correction marks on one single sheet of paper since Mrs. Hull’s English composition class, my freshman year in high school! Ha! Wow, I just heard a “rumble”, it must be the first thunder of Spring. That should bring out the nitecrawlers. Let’s go fishing!



Wilbur & Elsie Mast took a trip this winter to Ha-
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902 6TH St. P.O. Box 819 Kalona, IA 52247 319-656-2736 Editor: Shirley Hochstedler Design & Layout: Janice Hostetler



Articles for the Mustard Seed may be submitted to Shirley Hochstedler at [email protected] or placed in Shirley’s church mailbox.



LifeWay Christian Resources is slated to simulcast Bible teacher and best-selling author Priscilla Shirer live from New Orleans, LA., on April 25, 2015. Kalona Mennonite Church is ser ving as a host location for the Kalona ar ea. Priscilla Shirer Live, sponsored by Nashville-based publishing company LifeWay Christian Resources, will feature Shirer’s dynamic storytelling and passionate Bible teaching. “She made the Bible come alive,” event attendee Glynnis Childress said. “To have a speaker not lecture but just have a conversation with you was enjoyable.” The event, which also features a unique prayer time, both challenges and encourages women to grow deeply in their faith. “I have been distant to God lately and haven’t been able to discern what it is that I should do in certain situations,” event attendee Cher Crawford said. “Priscilla’s message was thought-provoking and motivated me to… deepen my walk with [the Lord].”



Help needed for Priscilla Shirer Simulcast If you feel called to help with the simulcast please contact Dawn Wyse, 656-4575 or Sylvia Erb, 646-6065. The needs we have are: 1. Prayer Warriors 2. People to help with whatever needs done the day of the event. Let us know if you are willing to help and we will give you more details.



Shirer has authored a number of published Bible studies, books, and devotionals specifically for women including LifeWay-published Bible studies such as Gideon: Your Weakness. God’s Strength, Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted, and Discerning the Voice of God. Shirer’s organization, Going Beyond Ministries, is based out of Dallas. Recording artist Anthony Evans, who also happens to be Priscilla’s younger brother, is slated to lead worship for the event. Evans was recently featured on NBC’s reality show The V oice. The Priscilla Shirer Live Simulcast kicks off on Saturday, April 25, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 4:30 p.m. Pre-registration is $5.00 ($10.00 at the door) covering one full day of music and worship; sessions led by Priscilla Shirer; and opportunities for fellowship with other women from the Kalona community. A freewill offering will be taken to cover lunch and other expenses. Women may preregister by mailing payment to Shirer Simulcast PO Box 232, Kalona, IA 52247. There will be a registration table at Kalona Mennonite Church on Sunday Mornings starting on March 29th. Questions can be answered by email at [email protected] or by phone 319-936-0113. Or you can contact Dawn Wyse or Sylvia Erb. This is a great opportunity for us to grow in our relationship with God and to encourage each other to do the same.
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